Mr. J. R. Fltzgersald,

Lumber Mutual Cagually *nsuranee Company of New York,
&# East 42nd Street,

New York City.

Dear Hr. Fltzgeraldts -
Your letter of July 27, concerning & claim for compensation

on the part of s has been forwarded to nme
oy Eﬁhyl Corporaticn.

We have had scattered complainte over & perlod of years as

to the injurious effects of leaded gasollng. Most of these

have heen the result of skin irpitation of one kind or another;
some of which vere actual cases of gasoline dermatitis. OGthers
were verlousg other types of skin leslons which in some instances
may have been aggravated by contact with gasoline and 1n others
vere vholly unvelated to occupational causes. There have been
other complaints from time te time of lead voisoning. HMest of
these have arisen from the fact thet the illiness ¢f the claimant
had not been studied properly and that proper dlagnosis had not
been arrived at. Ve have never seen a case of lead polzoning

as the resull of contact with or the handling of leaded gasgline.
The problem presented ltself originally as one which required
considerable investigeation; and a number of comprehensive inves=
tigations were carried out noi only by the staff of this Laborae-
tory, but vy govermmentsl agencies in the Unlted States and Great
Britain. The result of 21l of these investigations has been the
same in that no one has found any evidence of lead absecrption

as the oonseguence of handling leaded gasoline, and no one has
found cases of lead polsoning among refinery or bulk station eme
ployees and among the handlers of gasoline in garages and filling
stations. We are quite certain that lead polsoning will not oce
cur even after many years of prolonged contact with gascoline,
since 811 of the experimental and clinical avidence indlcates
thet the concentration of lead in the gasoline is so low as to give
rise to only hypothetical lead exposure.

The question, therefore, In the case of your cleimant is vhat is
hls praegsnt condition? If, as I suspect, he has some kind of
eruption or breaking cut on his hands and arms, it will he noe
cessary to have hin examined carefully by & dermstolegist to Jdee-
- termine whether he has an occupational dermatosis, or whether
he has some other more comuon lesion of the skin. I should be
glad if you would give me as much information as you can on the
man's vresent condition and the manner in which the claim orie
ginated, since I shall be able to give you better advice as to
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vhat the medico-legal difficulties may be In the defense of
this claim. I shall also be able fto provide you with published
- information, although I can ¢nly loan you this material since
most of I iz now out of print. It will not be possible to ine
troduee 1t into the record as s permanent exhiblt; since I am
not in a position to part with any of the published materisl.
For this purpose, I am sendingyou under separate cover a volunme
vhich contains most of the published material from this Laboraw-
torye. In sowe cf the articles you wlll find reference to public
“documents issued by the Unlted States Public Health Service and
the Britlsh Ministry of Health. I cannot supply youw with these
documents, since I have only my desk coplegs of them. Horeover,
I think you will have great difficulty in obtalning copies of
these documents, since the supply has been largely used ud.
PFowever, I think the material I am sending you will glve you the
weans of preparing the proper informetion, snd perhaps, subsee
guently, I can supply you with scome of the material Zrom ths
goveromental bulletins.

Finally, let me repeat for emphasis,that if this is 8 case of
skin irritstien, it may well be due tc gasoline, in which case
you will be dealing with occupational injury, and such an injury
will be covered by the lav, and wmremmably the claimant <“ould be
able to recover compensation, if his injury was susteined during
his normal empleyment. May I further resquest that vou roturn the
book which I am sending you at the earliest possible time, zince
I can not allov thisx volume cub of =y possession for mors than a
short pericd.

Very truly yowrs,

RoBEPT A. Renoes B. De.
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