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In response to our request to the plant for additionai
information to analyze the data statistically, we received a tab-
ulation of the Dispensary visits and Disability wage incidents in
the exposed and control groups (Attachment V). These data were
broken down by bocdy systems. We were also informed of the number
of employees in each group vwho had abnormzl liver function tests.

We performed a »chi-square” test to test the significance .
of differences between the exposed and control groups. The at-
tached table shows only those differences that were found to be
statistically significant. .

. In the category., "allergic, Endocrine, and Metabolic”
disorders, a significantly higher incidence was found in the
exposed group for both Dispensary Visits and Disability ¥age
jncidents. This was attributed in the report to a higher number
of diabetics in the exposed group. )

. The exposed group also showed signifiéantly higher numbers

for_'mantal and psyC oneurotic” disorders and for disorders of
“skin and cellular tissues." .

The control groﬁp, on the other hand, had considerably.
more Disability Wage i{ncidents for circulatory diseases, 25 com-
pared to 5. This difference is highly significant (P< 0.001).

Explanations for these differences cannot be found from
i tye ava@lab}e data. It would befhelpful to find out vwhat specific
: diagnosis within these general categories accounted for the
differences between the two groups. ’
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M.thouéh the number of employees with abnorial liver
function tests was notably higher in the exposed group (6 com-
pared to 1), the difference is not statistically significant
(PC0.05). Nevertheless, the data do suggest that the exposed
group may be at. an excess risk of developing liver disease, so
continued surveillance would be advisable.
. NEDICAL DIVISION
Sidney Pell
Manager
Epideniology Section
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