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Sprayed-asbesios fireproofing work halted

Sprayed-asbestos  fircproafing  oper-

3 on steeld-framed buildings halted
last week in New York Gity. The stop-
page resulted from regulations written
after medical rescarch showed that as-
bestos fibos can cause cancer of the
pulmonary and gastro-intestinal tracts
if mgested (ENR4/2 p. 1)

New York City's Depantment of A
Pasouress prepared thw rerniations and
put them into effect three wecks ago.
last week, urspectors inued summaonses
alleging that the firepruofing subcon-
Tactors on l.hru bunldmg projects were
in violanun ol die rogud ateqs
bestos-sprar contractor on a fournth
bailding vo‘ununlx halied worh. City
Ol aals 1CLRNIL Usas Gir fume wwenlDZ
arc the only jobs 1n the aty where fire-
proofing «pecrauons have been under

™
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way.

Continued violations could result in
departmental hcanngs icading 10 the
scaling of asbestos-spraying machinery
by the aity.

I he four projects arc anc of the two
110-m0ry 1owens of the World Trade
Center, the 54.story Swuandard Qil
(N_].) building near Rockefelier Center,
a 40-siory buiiding at 2 New York
Plazis in thr financial district, and a 37-
story structure in midiown Maulailan,

lronically, the World Trade Center
propect was the first and only building
in th= aty where the spray contraciot
had -alkrn nreeantons oIt wsat-
tering of dried mbesios L he owner, the
Port of New York Authonty. cooper-
meard qieh ghe ¢ 31y maentliy A50 a2 o
sult of the medicai stadies conducted
by a tcam of pliysic.ans.

The building's cxterior on the floors

.

where asbestos was being sprayed was
ughily enclused by taipaulas ztd tn
asbestos-spray work arca was scaled off
from other intenor sections. The 1ob
bowcver, lacksd the vacuum ceanine
operation as required by the rego-
lations, according to a2 Pont Authoney
official.

Empire Py Spray fne, New Yorl
Ciis, honnteartar n
the New York Fiaza bullding, was s
moncd to a heanng by Robert N. Rick.
les. commusuoner of the Deparumeznt of
Air Resources. Althougs the euripansy
has seopped work  the hearine vwas

-ty me .
asbsion sprav

LI altes liet wu.,;.;:.‘ basonee oo
antee it would wompls fully nath the
reculatinee an the futere. accordirg to

depariment olticials. I'ns move cours
Yead to the fimt cournt test of the reeu-
fariaon
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