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S ta r t in g  t h i s  week, warning l e t t e r s  a re  "being m ailed to  70,000 C a lifo rn ia

employers be liev ed  to  be u sin g  a sb e s to s , a  proven cause o f human cancer, a le r t in g

them to  the September 1 dead lin e fo r  rep o rtin g  a sb e sto s  workplace u se to  the S ta te .

Reporting i s  requ ired  by a  S ta te  law which took e f f e c t  th is  y e a r  in  an e f fo r t  

to  prevent jo b -re la te d  cancer.

"A sbestos i s  the most w idely used o f  th e  16 can cer-cau sin g  su bstan ces now 

regu lated  by the S ta te  in  p lac e s  o f  employment, " sa id  S ta te  Health D irecto r Jerome 

A. Lackner, M.D. "Employers who f a i l  to  rep o rt a sb e sto s  use by September 1 r i s k  a  

$500 f in e .  While the f in e  i s  s ig n i f ic a n t ,  so  i s  the h ealth  hazard to  workers o f  t h i s  

can cer-causin g  substance which employers must ensure i s  s a fe ly  u s e d .”

Dr. Lackner and Donald V ia l ,  d ir e c to r  o f  the S ta te  Department o f  In d u s tr ia l  

R e la tio n s, both signed th ese  employer a l e r t  l e t t e r s  because th e ir  departm ents jo in t ly  

ad m in ister the program to  p ro te c t  C a lifo rn ia  workers a g a in s t  jo b -re la te d  cancer.

C a lifo rn ia  i s  the f i r s t  and only S ta te  to  so thoroughly re g u la te  the u se o f  

a s b e s to s ,” sa id  V ia l , adding:

"Our Cal/OSHA in sp e c to r s  w i l l  be c lo se ly  watching f o r  unreported and unsafe 

a sb e sto s  use during th e ir  ro u tin e , unannounced in sp ec tio n s o f  p la c e s  o f  employment.

"S e r io u s sa fe ty  v io la t io n s  involving a sb e s to s , and any o f  th e  o th er 15 cancer- 

causing su bstan ces under S ta te  re g u la tio n , can hiring p r iv a te  se c to r  employers $1,000 

f in e s  and rep eat v io la t io n  f in e s  o f  $5/000, While p u b lic  employers are  exempt from 

the f in e s ,  they a re  ob liged  to  rep o rt a sb e s to s  use and to  fo llow  sa fe  working p r a c t ic e s  

with a sb e sto s  and the o th er regu la ted  su b sta n c e s ."

NUMBER: 318_77
TOR RELEASE: immediate

(more)

- 1 -



310-77 8A6/77

Industry  sou rces estim ate  135>000 C a lifo rn ia  w orkers y e a r ly  may be exposed 

to  a sb e s to s  f ib e r s  on th e ir  jo b s .

A m ineral p rized  fo r  i t s  stren g th , v e r s a t i l i t y  and f i r e - r e s i s t a n t  q u a l i t ie s ,  

a sb e sto s  has some 3*000 commercial u se s , in clu d in g  in  autom otive brake l in in g s  and 

c lu tch e s, p ipe m anufacturing, sh ip b u ild in g , f ir e p ro o f in g  and co n stru ction .

In ad d itio n  to  lung cancer, a sb e sto s  f ib e r s  a re  known to  cause a r a r e r  form o f  

cancer c a lle d  mesothelioma, and a s b e s to s i s ,  a  lu n g -scarr in g  d ise a se  which im pairs 

lung fun ction . T y p ica lly , th e se  d is e a s e s  are  d e tected  only y e a r s  a f t e r  prolonged, 

ex cessiv e  exposure to  a sb e sto s  f ib e r s .

Occupations with s ig n if ic a n t  p o te n t ia l  exposure to  a sb e s to s  in clude shipyard 

w orkers, a sb e sto s  and in su la tio n  w orkers, p ip e f i t t e r s ,  con stru ction  and dem olition 

w orkers, and mechanics who work w ith au to , bus or tru ck  brak es and c lu tch e s.

A m ailin g  o f  about lj-0,000 l e t t e r s  i s  going to  employers in  a v a r ie ty  o f  in d u s t r ie s ,  

and a ls o  to  u t i l i t i e s  and p u b lic  agen cies which are  b e liev ed  on the b a s i s  o f  S ta te  

in d u s t r ia l  c l a s s i f i c a t io n  record s to  be a sb e sto s  u se r s .

These employers must rep o rt a sb e sto s  u se to  the S ta te  D iv isio n  o f  In d u s tr ia l  

S a fe ty , ^55 Golden Gate Avenue, San F ran c isco , CA. 9^102, g iv in g  type o f  u se and the 

number o f employees exposed.

A sep ara te  a sb e sto s  a le r t  l e t t e r  i s  be in g  sen t approxim ately  30,000 employers 

who operate  brake r e p a ir  shops, garages and auto d e a le r sh ip s , g iv in g  them inform ation 

on the rep o rtin g  requirement and the h ealth  hazards o f  working with a sb e sto s- lin e d  

brakes and c lu tch e s. The brake shop l e t t e r  e x p la in s  th a t i f  the o p era to rs  are  y early  

r e g is t r a n t s  w ith the R tate Bureau o f  Automotive R epair they a re  au to m atica lly  

re g is te re d  with the S ta te  D iv isio n  o f  In d u s tr ia l  S a fe ty , f u l f i l l i n g  th e ir  rep ortin g  

o b lig a t io n  under the new law.

Commented D irec to r  V ia l:

"The rep o rtin g  p ro ce ss  i s  uncom plicated. I t  w i l l  provide C a lifo rn ia  with the 

n atio n ’ s  f i r s t  m ajor statew ide com pilation  o f  the many p la c e s  o f  employment using, 
a sb e s to s  and how many workers nay be exposed to  i t .  The r e g is t r a t io n  l i s t  w il l  g ive  

u s a  c o s t - e f fe c t iv e  d a ta  b ase  to  help  us t a r g e t  in sp ec tio n s in  a re a s  o f  high exposure 

p o te n t ia l  and, th u s, b e t te r  p ro te c t  C a lifo rn ia  workers a g a in s t  jo b -re la te d  c a r e e r ."
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