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Bev Safety Limits for Aabestes
re—

The Bealth and fafety Commisston (8 te iatrsducs swch tightar asatrsl
linits fot Asbastes frem | JanwsTy 198). Work 15 o be wdertakes te ideatify
VEAL furthar mmasures Cas e talkas.

AL 3ta westing em 24 Auguat tha Csamissien decided that cthe limit fer 1 »
asbeites La gesersl mae (chryeatile of wAICE asbestes) shsuld be halved o
| €/ul. The limit fec emssits (browe asbestss) will be yuartered s 0.3 f/ml j
aad4 the ostriet comtrel limit fer crecidelite (bime asbestes) Wwilli e ’
uaistaiead st (ts wurrest level of C.2 f/ul vhieh effesctively rules eut its , E
wse .

Alchough & grest masy werkplaces orn kaeping expesure balew ) #/ml
{(chrysetile) s ciguifilcamt wmber are sat Yot dotiag eo. 22 they casme:r
(atreduce practical emgiseeriag ceatzels ty meet the mewv lialt Vp 1 Jaswary
1943 the werk foree will e required te waer suitshle precaciive equipmest.

The Cenmiseies emphasisas that tdass cestrel linits are aet sheslusely
sate levels. They meted thet esnercioss had beet made that thase was v
wedical avidenes about the efleects of pesure te asbde + Thuy tharsiexe
decided that s sstatled coview of all the modical evidence te date showld de
weasT130a8 By 45 internstisaslly recogeised eutderity is this field.

Is the short ters they Asve oshod the Lepucy Bitecter Gesaral of Che
fealth and Setety & e (e W ) ts beiag tegqethar o growp of wedisal
amparcs to consider whethar thate 2sd boes any sudstestial chaages to medizal
taswledgs since the Advieary Coumittos ou Ashestes prepered its teperts.

The Csusiseson ales decisss to sat wp o Verkiag Crewp iacimsiang bech
sigdes 68 13sustry, ehsired V) & sesier eofficer of the Oualth ens Safery
Zacewtive, witk the object af fdentilytag emd rvecoumsnding @y f{urthey
mageree (or the coutrel of cxpusure to tadestes Sust that ware Mt tsasiderse
practisedle at the ‘tims of ths ACA teport. This weuls fscluie o Teview of
PrEsARt englneeriag coutrels ass systeas of werk. 4 teview will alse bo
coumissiened tO 408448 Che adaquacy sad ths predlens of vesriag sutieble

respizatery pretestive equipsest asd protectiw clothing . hf.’
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The Commission will cousider the reports of the Working Groups vot later
tbec August 1983 whes tbey will take icto account Recoaxensation 10 of the ACA
Fical Report which states “we rtecoumend that legislatlon should be pregsred
saking clear that an over-riding requiresest to reduce exposure to asbestos
dust to the sinimsum that §s reassonably practicable should be applied”. The
Worki{sg Groups will bave considered the {mplicstfons for fadustry of the gew
limit from | Jacuary 1963. 1f the reports indicate that further actica needs
to be taken on the questios of coantrol limits, the Commission will ther
cocsider bow this should be dose.

The Comnissios has already decided, st Iits meetinsg oo 20 July 1982,

action to deal with a gumber of hazarde on asdbestos. Thesa asre:

(1) The liceosiang of asbestos insulation comtractors (coosicered by
the ACA to be a group at greacest risk).

(2) The prohibitios of spraying of asbestos.
(3 The ’:ohxbxtxén of the use of asbestos 1o fansulatios.

(4) The prohibitios of the import, use acd marketing of crecidelice

and products contaisiasg it.

In addéition, an Approved Cods of Practice end Guidsnce Note oo “Work
vith asbestos iosulstion snd asbestos costing”™ wvas published sud came inte
effect 1o October 198].

Sisce 1580 efforts bave been made to schieve common standards io the
Luropesn Cosmudity 0u tbe marketing and use of asbestos products eos Lhe
Frotactios of the workars in the asbestos iladustry. Progress bes sot been as
fast as weuld bave Ddeen wisled. hevertheless, thes possidilicty of soce
agreement is 1o sight. I viev of this the Commission decided o0 the presest
sction.
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The Commission is equally concerned adout the publiec exposure to the
hazards of asbescos. Howaver, mast messurements of asbestos levels outside
the workplace ere already considerably below the new coorrol limics. As the
Aavisory Cocemittee ssid teferring to ths public bealth rigk, “Ve counclude that
the presence of chrysotile containing smsall quaatities of amphidboles is
unlikely to bave produced any ssrerisl imcresse in tha risk of lung cancer iz
the geseral populatios or say spprecisdle number of cases of mesotbelicss.
The same {s certainly tru: of asabestosis”.

The Commission will use its povers to sosure that sexposure liaite
gecerally resaia wvell below the zew limit snd oever exceed 1it.

Notes to Editors:

i. The vew cootrol limits will implemant Recomsescdacions 14, 13 and 17 of
the Fizal Report of the Advisory Cosmictas o8 Asbastes.

2. The existing contzol limits are based on guidance that vas {ssued
follovisg the dringing 1ato effect of tha Asbestos Regulatioss 1949.

3. The Advisory Committee on Asdestos vas set up in hay 1976. Its firsc
tvo reports, sealing with thermsl aad scoustic insuletion and nethods of
sessulrag airbarne asbestos, vere published is June 1979. The Fimal Report of
the ACA vas published in October 1979 and the BSC asked for comments. During
the consultation period two EC draft Directives on asbestos were publisbed.
The firsc, dealing with sarketiag and usa, was publisbed ia March 1960 and the
sacond, on the pretecties ef werkars, in COctober 1380. At its meeting en 17
February 196] the USC cemsidered coumests received o3 the ACA's Final Rapore.
1t also had to take iste sccount the preposed LC Directives sad the saed to
co-ordioats UKk and RZurepean sctien es asheatos. The UBC sdvised the Secretary
of State for Isgloymett es 7 April 1981 ou the besis ea which as attempt
shoula be made to reach ao agreement is the Furopean Commusity.

4, The prepesed regulstiems en licensiang and probidities follow the HSC's
considerstion of respouses te the Censultstive Dscumest es the “Asbestos
Iosulatien ead Cestingd ODreft Regulations”, istesded to isplemest
Racomsedations i, 2, 3 ans 5 of tha ACA's Tirst Rapert, publisbed ia June
1981. '

S. A statesest by the Chairnas of the Commissios, Mr Bill Simpson, has been
issued today as Press Relaase C 19 : 82.
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