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Hey Jackie, see below and attached.

"The GAO letter 'recognized the...need for employees to have access to a secure telephone line' when handling sensitive 
information. EPA is addressing GAO's concern, with regard to Congressional notification about this expense, and will be 
sending Congress the necessary information this week," Liz Bowman, EPA spokesperson.

At the top of page 7, the GAO explains: "EPA's failure to make the necessary notification is the only subject of this 
opinion. However, we recognize the requirement to protect classified material and the need for employees to have 
access to a secure telephone line when handling such information in the course of conducting official agency business. 
After making the required notification, section 710 would have presented no bar to EPA's activities."

Specifically, with regard to what GAO was investigating, OGC has responded, "Specifically, I have not identified any 
violation of section 710 of the Financial Services and General Government Appropriations Act, 2017 or the 
Antideficiency Act."

Additional Background:
• Every year the operations and maintenance for the HQ structures is approximately $6 million.
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