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Honorable James 5 Murphy, M. C.
1608 New House Office Building
‘Hashington, D. C. ‘ .

’Dea; ﬁr. Mﬂrphy.

I hame delayed renlylng to your letter of May 14 direct*ng ny
attention to H. J. Resolution 218, for the reason that I have not
Been able to develop great enthusiasmfbr the idea which seems to
differentiate this from certaln other congressional efforis

' relating to, air pollution. I cannot presume to have any direct

- or indirect knowledge as to how the United States Public Health
Service and the Bureau of Mines have prepared themselves indivi-
dually and Jointly to fulfill the responSLbithies set forth in

*. this res oluzlcn.,uThat both agéncies have real cause to be con=

- ceyned vwith the pwoblems of ‘alr polluuion is evident, but I. am by
no means certain that the way to gbh somethling done aaout +hese

-,ﬂroolems _s to- d¢v1ae the Iespons bLlity between them.

“%e _mpcrtance of . tne Suudy of alr pel¢ut;on is great although I
© think the resolution 1s not dealing in facts when it says on line
ol ef ﬁara"raah 3 that "air pollution has caused many deattis. and -
"lellncsbes among thapeople of the United ‘States.’ The problem of
. the public health in this relationship 13 one thau‘“equlres study,'
and very (¢ areful study, because the facts are not knewn. This
;~ﬂrnsumab7y i1s. in the province of the U.S.P.H.S., not éxclusively
toon of courses but ce“talnly as & primary responolblllty, in view of
o the nation-wide character of the sﬂtnatzon.v The matter of property
" damage and of the’ general economy is, I suppose; of primary concern
‘to the bvpartment of the Interior. It involves alsc the Department
of Avrlculture, since horticulture and aﬂimal husbandry are deeply
and demon trablv invalved.

. T should. think that a ﬂearlng involv;ng a speci le proposal oy

,[“rocedure is: not the vay of approach, but rathe“rthax a hearing

- should crystall*ze the issues and cpen the way tc .a proper and

. effective procedure tased on the res pcnsi“illt*es of the Government
. of the Jnited States..

,I ‘should be happy to support the proposal for a hearing on the
- subject, and I should be entirely villing to appear in such a
hearing, but I am not prepared, at this| time,to support any spec*fic
- program for dealing with the investigat;ve program. 1t is necessary
. that money be made availlable for investigation, and it is imperative
~-that such money be expended productively. I have no conviction as
[‘to how the latter can uest be guaranteed in legislation. If the
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Hsnorable James J. Murphy - (2) - June 12, 1951

responsible governmental agencies have the willingness to cooperate -
and I trust that they have - they wlll 8o so, if the statutes do not
srevent, but i +hey do not have such a w»111ngne°s, 1@?”Slat10n will
ﬁot‘crcafa it or glve it force.

- have tﬁcught it besT to reply to you, rather t han to diﬂect these
sminions Lo the attention of Chairman Crosser and thus te opposed; as
i might eem, to your resolution. II you should wish me to support
“he princl nle of a hearing for the purpose of determining what
::gislaci 1 might bé required, I should be glad to do sc. In any case,
I shell bTe pleased Lo hear from you on any aspect of thls matter.

Sincerel LY Joursg
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