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PCBs in a year

The Monkanto Co. will withdraw as the pation’s
Jor spYiEr of PCBs (polychloﬂu(ed Mphenyll) by
. 31, 1977 in an effort to reduce the
imy on the environment.

rle K. Harbison Jr., general manager of Monsap- -

"to's specialty mmlcall division, said the firm would
have withdrawn pmdwllm ol lln elmnsul sooner had
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The which is y fire and u
used as an alectrical Inwul r
capacitators has been found by the Envlmmml
Protection Agency to build up in the environment and ts
to cause reproductive failures, gastric disor-
ders and skin lesions in mammals.
THE EPA estimates about 30 miilion of the
. {ndestructible chemical have been dumped into
! landfills, leaked into water supplies and atlowed to sift
into production sites.
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work at the Sauget plant.
WMdMM PCBs were used 8
such products as carboriless copy paper, fire resistaat
hydraulic fluids, heat transfer num and plasticizers,
Harbison said.
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further eliminated the likely sources of losses to the
" Harbison seid.

Before 1971, the firm nunhcmm 85 million pounds
ayurMAr I, production was
million pounds annuaily, & spokesman for

In recent yan the company had also takes extra
steps to make sure PCBs were not lccldumly

into the and has
! incinerator to destroy PCB waste
Harbison said the chemical has zeroed in an

nplmmu for PCBs that are currently being field
i tested.
HE ADDED mn the
t to offer a comparable degree
R problem is twofoid,” Harbison said.
ln rolnluly little éxperience using fire resistant
-Puids in these applications and because fire resistant
r\’:lchlvtdnylh-nud thers has never been a
10 address the qn-uu ‘What degree of
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+ Chemical insulator’s

produchon stopped

ST. LOUIS (UPI)'— Monsanto Co.,
the nation's leading supplier of pely-
chiorinated biphenyl, used a3 an electr.
ic insulator, said Tuesday it would stop
pruduction of the chemical by Oct. 31,
1977, because of possible hazardous ef-
fects on humans.

Monsanto said the phasing out of pro-
duction over the next year would give
time for manufacturers to find substi.
tute materials for PCB. Substitutes de-
veloped by the electrical industry are
being tested, although they may not
%e as effective in muuu‘,ly- ™

The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, which had called pelychlorinated
biphenyl a “significant hazardto hu’
man health and the environment,” wel.
comed the news of Monsanto’s deci-

sion.

*“The Monsanto decision s & signifi.
cant step in dealing with the total prob-
lem of PCB contamination,”” ssid EPA
Administrator Russell E. Train.

“Environmental contamination will
continue to be a problem due to the
miitions of PCBe aiready in landfiils,
soils, river and Iake sediments, in our}
air and water and in wildiife and hu-

man tissue." ~
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