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FROM

INAME—LocATIQN_‘PHONE; Allan M. Ford - St. Louis A2SA 4-2578

) D. R. Bishop - A3NB
e : December 11, 1981 << C. F. Callis - B3ca
R. S. Nelson - AaA2SA

suaJECT H NITRO LITIGATION

REFEHE!‘_ICE

TO  :  W. R Gaffey - G2WE ~ CONFIDENTIAL

ATTOADNTY wnn pRADTICT

ATTURINET-ULinr ) alvickac

I've attached information gathered by Dan Bishop consisting
of PR statements that have been utilized at one time or the
other in the past.

I suggest that you take sections of the appropriate release
for your reply, as they've already been cleared as correct and

will need no futher approval.

A. M. Ford

jb
enclosure

CG4511

IN'. 10 1REV. 8,77
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FROM

(saMe~-LocaTion—FHONE,  BA)1an M. Ford - St. Louis A2SA 4-2578

-

! December 8, 1981 cc.
sveieet NITRO LITIGATION

REFERENCE

TO : D. R. Bishop - A3NB

CONFIDENTIAL

ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE

I've attached the memo Bill Gaffey sent me as we discussed
today. '

If you can give me the appropriate replies from your Q&a,

I'1ll get approval on the rest.

A, M. PFord

jb
enclosure

IM - 10 :REV., B 77.
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Co. _@?lana— Neratovice
“ é%hesiovakia

19th Oct. 1981

Judith%A.Zack M.P.H.,
Monsanie Co

800 N,Lindbergh Blvd -
St Leuis '

MO 63166

' Thenk you very much fer the reprint sf ysur paper" The marta-
1ity experience of workers expesed te tetrachloeredibenzediexin
in 2 trichlerephenel precess accident",

The mechnism of the sccident seems te be very similar te that
frem Sevess. 1 would be interested, how much the building was
. contaminated er the envirsnment eof the plant. Pessibly because
the accident was in 1949, it was not ascertained,
¥oy I ask yeu to do me a great favonr and tel me, what was
the fate of the building, how it was decontaminated/ if it was
deconteminated / and if you could post to me copies of the literature
that are in referencies under number 3.,4.,5:,6.,7.
I could send yeu all papers abeut sur eceident.

~

;any thanks fer your kindness and,kind regards

A

Sincerely ysurs
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2,4,5-T EQUIPMENT BURIAL

m

Waen the 2,4,53-T unic was dismantlad

the equipment was decontaminazed and buried cn the sitce
monitors che containmentc of all its solid wasce Suriad

A series of meonizoring wells are in place arcund

throughouz the solid wasta disposal araa.

of these wells enablas Mensanco t£o ensura that

contained. A watar . raken from the

where che 2,4,5-T equizment is dburied was also tastad and
to deteqgt any tatrz dioxin down to our limit of detecticn
parts per trillion

in the earlw 1970s,

Monsanto
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was returnad to a section of 3-34 rlectol whar
¥aTC?® 22CoUCTICON

The inirial slant producticn 22 NaTCP in the 8
by aéding all tha resactants Tetrachlorebznzen

Cn Marcn 3, 1949,
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» @ DETAILS CF 2,4,5 TRICHLCROZHINUCXYACETIC ACID (2,4,:5-7)

- “ PECOUCTICN AT THZ NITRO PLANT
cMITIAL FRIDUCTIC
The procuction of 2,4,3-T was initlally startzé on zn exgerximsntal basis during
the summer of 1948 in the old pile: plarmt (B-32). .At that time the intermediate,
Sodium Trichlorcoihenate (MaTC?), was also sroduced thera. From information gathered
there, plant production was started }n Cctcher, 1248. .
Production of ths XNaTC? was rerfcrmad in a 300 callon autoclave in B-41, the M3T
Department. The NaPCP was then translerred by pipeline to B-24 where carts of the
0léd rubnber antiowxidanis (Ajcne, ete.) were utilized to complete the 2,4,5-T grocduc-
tion stecs throucgnh the wet ﬁil:e: caka steps. Since the material had -0 ba dried
elsawhere, oparaticns were scattered over the slant., Some material was dried in
the rotary drver in 3-48, tray <:oyers in 3-21 (E1-60 Cegartment), tray dryers in
5-16 (dryer building) and tray dryers in 8-79 (Thiciide Seeds) . Tray cried makerial
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it was milled and sackaged.

autoclave was

and MMathanol
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ragidue onh seodle warz Xnown, the hourly zersonnel with union Tacking, refused to
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on the result of exposure to the decempeszed matarial, did not Zorce the issue.

]

A dacontzaninaticon squad consisting of the 2lant Managar, John R. Durland; Area
salariad zersonnal Irom Mr. Roe's ar=za srogeedad with cleanup activities. The
entire autoclave aresa was scrubzad with Scdium Hypochlorite and then the entire

.autoclave area was sprayed with aluminum paint. At this time Monsanto nad no

cre and in the ensuing cleanup a nusser c¢f ceople plus some
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xncwlaéce
ogerators in the dezartment when the eruption occurred ccntracted the skin condition.

Several werzs severs cases.

Altexr the autoclaves arse was clzaned up, M3T production resumed. After bench study

in

in the labcratory, the NaTCP process was changced so that the possibiliiy of a

[(J

runaway raaction was vastly reduced cor gliminated. This consisted of ilcading

Mathznol and caustic and then f2ed Tetrachlerokznzene at a controlied rate while

controlline temcerature and pressure. This process was used without inmcident

In Novzrter 19€2, 3 new 2,4,5-T unit in 2-34 was put-into cgeraticn raducing the
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reducing expesure throuch all steos of the crocess.
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Trocess and guality
2,4,5-7 was discontinn

"™ nygizne limits, producticn of
in the late su::'::e':. and =2arly fall of 1272, the entire Dbuilding and ecuirment were
disnmentled and dispesed with much of it teing buried in a landfill., Dismantling .
was seriormed by the Claveland T:ecking Ccimpany.

3. MEDICRL BRC3LTMS
Thera wers rno medical groblems with chloracne or other ccmplaints until after the
3-4) iacidant. After this, there were numerous cases of thes acne. Scme of the
workers were treated by dermatologists (Dr. Bocgcs, Cr. Hallcran, etal).
4, VOLUNTARY LT2K
Afcer the 5-41 incident, werk in bothrthe'MBT and 2,4,3-T Cezartments were cn a
:(n\ vo%untary %asis which caused savere labor problams since‘;erscnnel could shut Zown
e eiéher Cegartment iI thev so desired withcout fear cf discipline, Stafiing of 2,4,5-
was a problam wnile zhis 2resantad no preblem in the MBT Cecartment. In the spring
of 1854, an agreement was worked out with the union where the 2,4,5-T Depariment
could be staffad Sy assigning the peogple with the least plant seniority to the-
department., In 1938 an agrasment with the unicn was razached whareby it was nscessar
for a workar to notifiy de;a;tmeﬁ: sugervision in writing 30 davs in advance when
thev 5?Sl!ed to l=2ave zhe desartment. .
- H - - - . - - .
B :
5. PRIMILM PaY
I : ~
in 1236, 2 premium oI $92.0</ncour was iwarcsad to the dugartment cersonnel This
2 =0 =21l zecnle invelvad in handling 2,4,5-T.
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duction in 3-41
r cion in 3-34

Marcnhn 8, 1949 - 3-4i'incident. Runaway reackion.
Summer of 1950 - NaTC? productioﬁ in 3-51.
Novemser 1932 - MNew 2,4,5-T facilitiles in 3-234.
Aucust 1963 -+ New facilities in 3-92,

Avcust 1269 - 2,4,5- disczcntinuad.
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July-Sa2pt, 1972 - Facilitiss dismantled by Clavelaad ¥Wraeking

2/1/79

-HUYT 2.

Comgany.
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December 8, 1981

NITRO LITIGATION

D. R. Bishop - A3NB
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CONFIDENTIAL
ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE

I've attached the memo Bill Gaffey sent me as we discussed

today.

If you can give me the approprfate replies from your Q&A,

O

I'11l get approval on the rest.

ib

enclosure

A. M, Ford



