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16th, May, 1928,

E. W, Ygbb, Bsq,,
25 Breadway,
Hew Tork City, U. 8. 4o

Dear Earle:

You will have naturally recelved my cable long before you
will get thde letier and I do not lmow 1 thers 1a anything much more tangible
than I have given you, from neeessity, very shortly in my cable concerning <
yesterday!s ridienlous evidence of Coplanz befors the Commitise,

However, I will glve you a few tyolesl stdelights which will
show the ¢alibrs of the man and his lack of work in hig so-cslled personal ine
vestigations, The meebing was teribly hashed up and disjeinted due both to the
ashtitude 9f Coplens and his lack of kmowledge and of tangible dats given to the
Committeas. - '

In the first rlace his appesrsnce was botslly against him, he
looking exsetly like & little Hastwside Jew that we sse wherever we turn in New
York. He started in the uasusl typlcal Jewlzh cocky fashion and immediately made
the grave error of losing his temper and antagonising the Committee., Sir Frderick
Willis, who iz the Chairman, agked n lob of very pertinent guestions to all of
which he had olther to sey *I do not know" or tried to evade or worm out by
countaring with mother question. Thie went on for 2 4ime until Sir Frederick
hinself lost his temper and told him that he, Coplanz, was there to answer quea-
tions belfore the Committes %yes or no® mnd not generalise and parry with guestions
te the Committes, :

fis reports given te the YDally ¥il¥® wars gone into gquestion
by gueastion zround the tuble by esch pne of the Committes, He was asked fivst,
why he did not exswine the gsrage mechanice in guéstion before the test and why
he did not use control mechanicm. He tried to evade these guoations saying he
did pot think it was necessary due teo the evidence in the literature, 8ir Charles
Martin asked him directly if he az & sciendtdst thought for one mimube that by
standing for an hour im Piccadilly Clreus that he would get lead polaoning from the
exhayst of aulomebiles. His snswer was "very short people with their noges close
to the ground might run & risk over a perisd of time of getting lead polsoning®
(Can you beat 1t for an enswor?). He was seked agsin if from a sclentific view
poind be thought that the lead which he found on the overslls of the workers should
necegaitate spscial lzundering conditiona. His snswer was that he thought that
probably this would be a botter precautiocn. The Commitise and Sir Charles Martin
told him flatly that they did not agree with bhim, '

He was assked by verlous members of the Committee if he had done
any pergonal experimentation elther on snimsla, men, or in fact zny individual
ressarch on lead poisoning, vpossible hazards from automobiles using Etlyl Petrel
and go forth. He sald that he had not. He was saked by another Committee man
1f be had hed any experisnce with heavy metsl polzons or lead polsonings He said
"o, except with the experionce my medical profession hes given we¥, He was asked

by another concerning his foolish statement of pollution of wells with Ethyl Petrol.

ve 0001285 AT ZQ9A4

’ .. Sl
[X v



He hodged and ssid probably if the patrol wns fakan into them.  Doctor Chawbon
Chapman looked ab him In whasst dlsgust and said "how aboub if sowsone poured
some shaep d1p iato a well® much to the amugement of 211 honds.

Coplanst tobtal evidance -~ 1€ you could call it evidence - was
really not evidenca at nll but consisted of reading frogments from Flymn!s report,
He delivered a very eloguent oration thad 4t wss not so muwch the males he vas
worsying sbout with Ethyl Petrol but the poor womem mnd childrem snd that 1t
was eamlzmiwly nroved hy Professer Flymn that when he put Fthyl Petrol on &
goat sald zoat aﬁaﬁaﬁ therefore, the gost being a female snd bshaving thus
i‘h wag quite evident thz.t humen femalsa might behave thns. This caused big
imagh ’y the Committes, He next precesded to resd one of the beaufiful sulogies
of Dr, Aliece Homilton which had nothing to do with the situation., Being stumped
at this wﬂiﬁ‘& snd 5%1?;@;13‘ not imowing what to do ha pulled out a voluminous
stagl s-i‘ ouperg and road aloud a elipping from some medical Journsl in Rew York
which stated ageording to his interpretation thet the Standard 01l had had to pay
$300,000. demsges for workers ln Ebhyl Petrol and 'ﬁhat sults of 5,000,000, addi-
tional were pending. uzzem Shr Frederiek ¥illis saked him distinetl{ if he did
not know thab th;}_a way due to the seeident st Bayway with workers in the manue
f‘astm of ToBels said szlm h@eﬁg%& vory ﬂiaaly and esid that he did not know that,
from the wording of the ar*&icle he had presupsd 1t had something to d@ with Bthyl
7’3"’51‘&1&

Hig co-worker Nowsll, who cayried out the engine tests and
atripped the sngives, wes evidestly so disgusted with Coplens that when he,.
Rowell, got on the stend he made a fine testimonial on our behalf. When asked
ty one of the Commities men if he tmaghf; the presenee of lesd in the fzeces of
one of the mechanics was dengerous he sald he did not and voluntesred the further
informetion thad vhen thay found tha@ this mechanic had lesd in his feeces he vwas
Cment to 3 @mx:iali% and the gpecialist wes asked 1f in his opinion thisz trace of
lesd wes in sny way injurions to the m&m - The specislist sald it wss not and
orobably 1t was derived from ha;ncilmg s@}.aiez: which this man hed been doing quite
& bit in the mgiﬁa laborabery. Howell, whem asked by snother Committee man
1f he sttached any significence to the finding of lead dupt on the overalls of
mechanics, sald he most eertainly did net, He then volunteerad pome informetion
which almort Inocked Professor Coplans cold ~ that in the normsl coursze of eventa
mechanics in bis lsboratory wers foresd to put on clssn ovsralls onoe a week but
that when they hegan the Tthyl Tests hewag ordered thut they were to wear the same
overalle for the whole ﬂa;iod of the tests which run over ceveral months and that

the overalls were in & very dirty condition at the end of the bests.

This morning the papers ¢sme oub, I am sorxy to say, with reports

which would lead the umsuspecting laymen to think that Coplens was the wisest man .
in Hogland - of course, we had expacted |4t in the "¥ail®, This, of course, worries

the inglo snd does not help the leaat bit in bolstering wp their sales. However,
:8' I ses 1%, having hed s long tslk wi‘bl‘z ¥r. Powell and ¥r. Hemilton this morning,
there is nothing thst we con do which would be politic until the Committee brings
out their reports Frankly it has bean \\“one hell of m job snd which, balleve me,

I w11l be thankful when it is over - to ‘ugat the Inglo pergonnel from bursting out

inte print slnost any time daily with s#&tmemﬁ rhich might put them in a bad fix
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& vith the Commitiee. 0f course; we apprsclate their poeition sz they ere not only
o trigl with respsclt 1o sales bubl with respeet to 40 years standing with the

7 oublic and to have all of these ridiculous ptatements coming from Coplans and Ho

7 be twlgted sround in the sress is ot conducive of esse of mind.

Sincerely,

ABCH
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