FILE NAME: Owens-Corning (OC)

DATE: 1948 June 2

DOC#: OC145

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Letter to Mr. Paul M. Giever from the Public
Relations Manager



4 boo g M. Be Ne Still - Sesttle

v . '
Yire Je A Tallman = Portland '

Messrss Je Re Yegord/W. W. Kuenn
Mre Eo Ne H'.Lllia.rd .

—

ngw

odussrisl Hyglens Engineer

Oregon Industrial Aocidanty Oemexiesion
1022 8. % 1ath giroet i
Portland 5, Oregoem

pear Mr, Gisvers ) .

At the suggestion of Bre Jo A, Tallman of eur Portland effice and ¢ We

g, N. 8%i1) of euwr Seattls effice, 1 & glad to write you about the peycho=
leagical sffects of exposure %o piderglas matorials.

g understand that ir, fallman has supplisd you with copies of 1iterature
en this subject, and even thouch nis letter may reiterats some of the

‘pomubwdnadyntabnnhoddihm, 44 is my hope that 1% will supply

you with useful information. 1 understand that you are ourrently interested .
in the subject because piberglas insulating wool has reocently boen wpecifisd

for use in insulating waber heaters pamfactured Wy the Fowler yanuf acturing

Oompuny io Partland. « s

rormpmnhavédommnhdourm”wrxmt\ﬂhuthodnm
of exposure o Fibverglas materisls in thely may different formse
ummmmm,wmmgmuhwm»mmmm:uw
velune, eur parent oapanies undertook extensive sclentific investigations
e daternine whether exposure o glass 4n fibrous tms.nt,rodwedmm
o umusual basard. T think you will agres, ur.otev:;;‘ms m@ww
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Tt was on the basis ef I, Gardnarts findings that we disoantinuod late 4n
I9L1 our projran ef making ehest I-rays at six-month intervals eof arr

woral thousand production ewployees who were oanstantly expoacd %o the
«aterial in manufacturing eperations, wWith the exceptian of & fow socre
bateh house smaloyess handling sand, whore, of cowrse, there is exposure to
free gilica, none of our production employves woars & rospirater., On the
basis of Dr. Gardnaris findings, we know that thore is no pilicosis hazard
or other lun~ hagard sttendant upon expoewe $o fibrous glass, There is, ef
course, no free silica in glass, The betch house workors, therefare, &rv
the only enes who wear respirators and the tnly cnes who are givan shest
Xerays at periodic intervals,

Meamvhile, over the years, Piberglas has beoome widely established and 4»
handlsd by thousands of producticn workers daily 4n the scores of equipmant
and appliancs manufacturing establishmante that une 41t to insulate suah
things e refrigerstors, ranges, water hoaters, roasters, etc, lany millions
of manehours of exposure have acoumilated without any record of compensahle
disability attributed to sush exposure. Other leading manufacturers of
woter heaters, for exatple, now employing riberglas to insulate their appli=
ances are such industrial ieaderl as Bhwen, Buud, A. 0, Smith, Mission Gater
Hoaters, Prigidaire, Festinghouss, O« E., Bot Point, oto. Range manufac-
turers uring Piberplas TP insulating wool, of exactly the saze Kind being
used at Fowler, fnclude euch industrial lsaders as Roper, Mc Xibben & Sexton,
calorie, A<D Stove, Newark Stowe (Eenmore ranges), etce .

Thus, to the scientific data develeped by Dre gardner has been added the em-
pirical evidance of sucoessful use of these msterials over & long peried of
ﬁmact.onlyuwrmphﬁtsbatcaunneeablynmsqfocmeefm
marmfacturers. . -

. piberglas thermal fnmilations wre & form of mineral wool, ‘As is sometiome ®o
case in handling such other fome of mineral wool, workere handiing Piterglas
thermal insulation meteriale fnitially arperience discomfort to the skin af

the hands and wrists, The experience in our own plante and in the plznts of
She vart majority of ether plants using theas materinls 4s that this éiscom=
fmumtemtmum;utbmmthmdtomnwuL o
attitude always has been that workers-handling a new material have a right

te ask questians about t, with reference %o how it mirht a”fect their health.
Pecauss £t i3 imposaidble fer w teo talk te 2]l thess wrkesrs individuslly,

ws have jrepared materials to be placed in the hands of industrial hysienists,
wafety engineers, plant physicfans, production supervisars that would be use-
ful in anewering such questions. Attached &re letters that have been widely
distri{buted %o job induction supervisors and {ndustrial physicians in plants
where these materisls are bandled, T e sure that these will be worth your - !
eareful attention, ndum-m-wtmlmm.-unumumu
then, . , :

Just as we csrefully investigated the prvblem of possidle bazerd to the lunge
wnmnmvm..-unmmuwwuumx
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ekin Lrritation. At Dr. Gardner's sugrestion, in 1SL1, we went te Ir, Nariom

B. Sulzberger, nationally-known New York dermatologist, who conducted a clinie

cal investiration, the results of wikoh are repcried in the attached reprint

~* an @wrticls from INDUSTRIAL MCLICINE. Using human wolunteers, Dr. Sulsberger
d hie assistants employec six materisls; Fiberglas Tier thermal fnsulatirne

w00l (of exaotly the sazme type uscd at Fowler), Piberclas FF Snsulstinc wool

. (of tho typo used to insulats refrigeratora), a rock wool that he ottained

on the open market, tape woven of Fiberglas eontinuous filament ywrns, tape

woven of Fibverglas staple fiber yarms, ard absorbaut cottan (which be ueed

&5 & control), Thesc materials were riubbed on sites oo the flexor surfaces

al tho ayms over periods ranging from s3ven to ninsteen days. Each site was

rubbed daily, except Sunday, fwr two minuies, Significant of Dr, Slsbergert's

- fipdings are the 1ollowing,

Ysesthe histologic changes in all eites, Sncluding the sites
rubbsd with absorbent cotton, were of approximately ths same .
$YPBssesill of tho reactions observed sere of a transitory and

- superiiciul mature....No Gulinito eensitisation to any of the .
+ materiuls ocould be deuonstrateds.e®

An importent invostigetion was made during 1541 by Dr. walter J. Sicbert, St.
louis pathologist, acting fn behalf af the Bt. Louis local of the Asbestos
Workers' Union. Ir. Siebert's findinge sre reported in the attached remrind
of his articls that appeared in INDUSTItIAL MEDICDIG.

On the basis of thicse scientific investi;ations and on the basis of experience
in our o plants and in customers! plunts, we make the following recormenda-
tions for handling Fiberylas thermal fnsulating muterials; ,

A}

de Kesp work spaces as tidy as possible, disposing of trim and ether
. scrap in receptacles provided for waste, \
2, Wash well with wild ecap and water before meals and st the and

of each shift, ‘ .

3. bear clotaing that is loose at the meck, wrists, and ankles,

L. Apply oalamine lotion vontaining omo per ocent phenol te skin
surfases, 4if you are dothared, Availadle at mest Pirst 4id
stations or any drug store; thie lotion will help relicve dise
ocoafort, ' . !

Ss Use a cleanser containing a wetting acwt for removing fibers
. thgt oling %o the skin, , '

These recomsendations are essantially the same az those made fa ths attached
letter addressed to plant physicizns, They are to be found also in the
sttached rejrint of & peper on *Safe Handling «f Piberglas in Shipbuilding®
which I deliverod befare the Narine Scotion of the Naticoal Safely Gongzwes

in Chicago i 29LL. : -
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In sadditien, you may be interested 4in knowing that we have followed with
careful attentien the use of Piberglas materials in medicins &nd surpery,
The Tower Company, Inc. in Seattle is using Piber;las oontinuous filamont -
. 3ns in a knitted fracture bandage, known as Aire<Cast, to replace Flastsr
" of Paris easte in reducing bene fractures, Thie use is described in the
atiachod reprint of an article by Dr. Anderson and Mre Erickson that ap=
peared in the ARICAN JOURKAL QF BUROLRY. Fiberglas continuous filament
yarns heve boen used experimentaily as suryical suturea, This uee is
desoribad in the atiached reprint of sn article by r. Schols and Dr. Mountjoy
that appoared dn the AWRICAN JOURHAL OF SURGERY, gloth woven of Fiber.las
yarne has been used in direct oontact with the body in a bandaze specially
dovised to colleot the exudate from surface burns, This use is described
in the attachod reprint of an articls by Dr. Hirsiifeld et al, Fiberglas super-
fine batts are used to £111 pillows, Buoch pillewrs, manufactured by the L.
Buchrap Oowpany (Srooklyn), by the Glasdoan Corporation (WilkeseBarre, Penn-
oylvania}, and the Ps R. Mitchell Gompany (Cincimnati), have boen listed as
non-allorgenic by the Oouncil on Physical Medicine ef the Aneriocan Medical
Association, and are used for the relief of individuals whe are allsrzie
to feathers or other erganic materials used to £i11 sillowe, Attached are
photostats of reporis, listing such piliows as aocepted devicea, from the
JOURSAL OF THZ AM-RICAN MIDICAL ASSOCIATIONs PFiberglas radio OP3que yarns
have been used as tracer threads in surgical sponges. This application is
described in the attached reprint of an article by Dre Lewison that appeared
fn the BULLITIN OF THE AMSRICAN GOLLRGE OF SURGBOKS. Fiberglas ymuns have
been used by dentists to £111 voot canals in human toeth, This application
is described in the sttached reprint of an article by Dre Maeth that ap=
peared in the DENTAL DIDEST. Although most of these modical uses are mot
significant commercially, the artielss desoribing thea ia medical literature
point to the fact that Fiberzlas matarials are nad-allergenic, nonesensitize
s taorganic, mon-torie, nm=absorbeat, resilient.

I understand that kir. Talloan has discussed with ¥r, R. J. Nowrey the poosim=
bility of including some information rezarding the health aspects of Fibere
glas materials 4in %Safer Oregon®. It ocoours to me that the material in the
Istier addressed $o plant physiolans or the lettor addressed to Job induo=
$ion supervisors would be suitabls, end if you oonowr, I ahall appraciate

it 17 you would pass this aleng to him for such use, -

Several ether materials mot spocifically referred te in the taxt ef this
lstter are inoluded in the attasched eavelops o oomplete your filss, 2
hopﬂmwwttmnnhuomummdﬂutamu satisfaoteny
% everyons mmdmbovwbdﬂto'

Tours very truly, -

Edsard C. Ames/dog . . .
2 8. anwdmhhtwumdmuﬁnu&;ntdﬁ
attachasnts, umohmmmun’attdnghr.m._
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Attached to detter;

Gardner pPeprins
letter to Plant Physicisn
lelter to Job Induction Supervisor
Sulzberger Reprint
Ciebery Reprint
Ares Benrint

. Adersaneiricksan Reprint
Scholz=tlountjoy Reprint .
Hirshfeld Reprint
Photostate of Buchman, Glasdown Fillow acosptances
Lswison Reprint
Maeth Reprint
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Health Aspects of Fiberplas Materiale
Fioneering Uses of Fiberyles Materials 4n Modieimm
| T Hazard bmm ..

Figley Reprint

Bwed-Busiipe Memo

lcliahon=Darby Reprint

Potostat of puck article
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Bibliographky
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