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NHOTEG ON MEETING CF ASBESTOS FIBRE
IMFORTRIS AT (FFICES OF CAPE ASBESTOS

3

In tha Chair ¥r. R. T. Lovis
of Cyprus Asbestos Co.

Secretary Mr. M. J, Brazier
of A, A, Brazier & Co. (Asbestos Corp.)

A full list of those in attendance will

b2 cuprlied by Mr, Brazier with his
report.,

Report on currant difficulties at some¢ London Docks.

(») T~ refusal of P.L.A, labour to handle asbestos fibre
r-ck~d in irpervicus bags.
ire Levis, the Chairman, was personally involved as

tt~ rain case concerned Cyprus f{ibre packed in jute
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Could t» serious., Could involve sghipments being

1> 8 Lo less convenient ports at higher cost to
custevars, Essential users co-operate in accepting
ashnrtos fibre in approved bags.

5) To dlze 5 Lo possibility of a Joint policy on future
packliny standnrds for shipmants of asbestos into the U.K.

(n) FPrchosipg, palletisation or containerisation.

1lisre wns. a great degl of rather rambling ciscussion
on thls, The general idea secmed to be that attention
riiculd be paid to the quality of the present acceptable
parer lined hossian bag before trying to develop:
. sometlilng new. On pallets Mr, Brazier stated that in

" cenversations with shipping pecple they had commented
that as far as they were concerned it would be g long
tine before they had an adequate supply of pallets
nvallable, It was also stressed by some who had
corricd out tests thut mlletisation alone was not the
ruruar as, c¢bviously, bags on pallets could be
rounctured quito easily. Therefore, some additional
form of protection, for example cardboard, was
n~cessary, all of which increased the cost. Reference
wr8 mide to contalners holding several tons being
cnnoldsred, but although this could be the answer
in the future, it was uscless until facilities were
avallable for discharge and handling at most ports
and users' plants, ’

(b) Quality standards for jute, paper and polythene.

It was consid¢red desirable to suggest to the Ministry
of Labour that they be rather more specifio in this
respect, as this would give the wariocus importers

rore guidance as to what exparience had shown to be
rcceptable, :

liote for JY internal consideration.

(ur own bags are very poor gnd thes quality of ths
burlap is low., It should be appreciated that no
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useful purpocs will be served by using a package
thot 6imply conlorms to the rather vagus specifi-
ciliop but it rust be effective., Fallure to do a0
may uell leed to labour ot U,K, docks refusing to
rceept and bhandle this typs of psckage as in fact
thoy are nlrrady doing st some Londoa docks.

(c) Stondards for scaling and sewing bags.

This wng corzedad to be very important since it
135 ureleas to have impervious bags if there is
" dersor of loakage at the joints.

(d) Ivlerchange of reports on trial shipments of new
pochinis, palletisation ste,

Tke peneral feeling was that this was desirable, but
rest present, sald they would have to refer bock to
tteir principals for permission. W. Scott of Cape
adnitted they have a trisl shipment en route from
Lcvlh Africa on pallets. The typs of packing used
17 vo longer a matter just between supplier and
cuntornr, but is subject to spprovel by the Ministry
of Labour, Unions and their medical advieers and
oilpprivg 1inns,  Thorefore, it was in our joint
Intercuts to exchange information. Reference was
elto rade to the possibility of obtaining more
inferration ns to what work had been done in Canada
in tiis respcct, where co-operation on such matters
is much more advanced than in South Africa.

6) - The lilnletry of Labour's proposed revisions of the asbestes
industry r~gulations,

(a) Thie ig gencrally considered to be a matter for the
voriuvno astostos manufacturing assoclations.
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In ~n~12l this was so, but I pointed out, and others
~rrezly thot many nsers considered thelr acbestos
fikr> rupplicrs as the experts and, therefore, carmo to
us fov advice, This was particularly so when the

lotal fretory inspector hed proved exceptionally
Aftinnlt.

‘ (h)  Tba arhastos importers are generally already complying

vith the propoced alterations to thasa regulations
rer "hinrinp in imporvious bags,

It 5 ~rreed this 1ia so.

Sugpestions for refuting and correcting misleading in-
forrtion ecirculated in the Prees, partieularly the Sunday

" Tiinrs,.

Tt-r= was, of course, considerable resentment about
thin Y armfu) propaganda, but in general it was agreed
thot any efforts to counter attack with replies in
th~ Preas would do more herm than good. The Board
of Pirectors of Cape Acbestos and Turner and Newall

hrd both rejected any -idea of a counter campaign in
th~ Press. ,

Main Iclnts werel=

1. fnv raply to be effective must be immediate and
it could bie difficalt to arrange an agrced response
from a group such as ours,

2. g of tho latiers are of a medical nature, reply .
t.a vhich vould be useless unless written by a neutral
dArntor of hirh standing,

3. The d-mage is done with the initial letter and reply
rould lead to further expansion of the correspondence
1~-Aiper to even more publicity.

he Frevcbly riore dumage is done by dock side local news-
patera rather than the National Press,
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