. SP’.'.R!‘IN WILLIAMS COIPANY
Kensington Plant
Chicago, Ill.

8-W's Story of Progress

The Sherwin-Williars Co. was started in Cleveland, Ohio in 1866 by
Henry &. Sherwin, vho as a young man of 2, entered into partnership with
Truman Dunham in the business of selling paint, oils, varnishes, glass,
ete. wholesale and retail, : This partnership vas dissolved in 1870 vhen
Mr. 7d1liams joined Hr. Sherwin: in partnership under the name Sherwin
%illiams & Company. Manufaq:tuxJe of paint was first undertaken in 1873,
In 1875 the manufacture of tin pans %as begun; .this has since grown to
& large plant here at Roselmd,w manufscturing 211 the tin cans the Company
requires and some for the pelnt industry. The printing of labels and ad-
vertlsing materfal startid in 1876. 'The Sherwin-Uilliams Co. entered the
ready=-mixed paint field in'1880. Our presént pla.nt here at Kensington
started in 1888 whén The Sherwin-liilliams Co. purchaged the Calumet Paint
Co, from the: Pullman Co. B

The loéal plant now covers about 100 acres of ground and embodies
183 buxldings with a floor' spece cf one million and & quarter square feet
and gives employment o some 2,400 men and womsn. Iri 1895 George Ford,
in charge of the Campany's first advertlsing, drew the "Cover The Barth®

designy vrh,u:h 80 well depicts our paints being used 2ll over the world
today.

In 1895 manufacturc wes begun in Hontreal, thus starting The Sherwine
Willisms Co. of Canada. The manufacture of a complete line of varnishes
was £irsh. undertaken in Clevelsnd im 1B98, At the turn of the century the
mnud?actunmg |facilities were .xtended to include linsced oil, leaded zinc,
wnite lead, 14thopene, dry colirs, and insceticides, & wide range of
paints, ena.m:ls, and varnish products were added to supply the househclders,
paintersy jand ' industrial consumers vith materisls reguired for protective
and éeco;ra coatings, Additional factories were cstablished in Newark,
He oy $5n : |t‘a'zc1scc, Los Angeles, Dallas, Texas, and Cofreyvil.'be, Kansas.

At the beginning of Vorld!Var I im 191, the Company, being unadle to
procure vs,s Lszm:l intermediates: from Germany; undertock the manufacture of
d alé here at the Chicago plant, This was the beginning of our
mical Preducts Department. . This departmcnt has been greatly
£ep pace with. the times, and now includes ecrude materdels for

the mauﬂi‘a of ‘sulfa and obher drugs, wxplosives, synthetic nibber,
petwlelﬁm'dlsft.illaﬁon, etc.

Neari the elosé of Vorld lar I, the Company began manufacturing lacquers,
and in 19?1 a ].zrge and rell—kquipped lacquer departnent was established in
Chicago ma u.ﬂec;tnr:.ng lecquoers for zutomcbiles snd many industrial uses.,

She: mn4111HMS is now cne off the londers in tiis field,

To fully provid\, for .xpanding oxport busincss, a plant was cstablished
in Havana,: Cqba, in 1930, cne at Buenos Aires, Argent.ina in 1940, another in
19kl at Sao Faplo, Brazil, and a small plant in luxico City.

The dememds in the field are supplicd through L2 warchouses established
in strategic points all cvsr the U.S,, atout 500 retail branches and
thousands of dealers in practically every city of importance in the country.
Beycnd this, ‘there ape many thousands cf sales outlets for mdnly distributed
products whichi have biun added in recoent yoars,
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