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From: @ec.europa.eu> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 21, 2022 4:47 PM
To: @env-health.org>
Cc: @env-health.org>; @env-health.org>; 

@ec.europa.eu>
Subject: RE: Ares(2022)8040132 Request for a handover meeting of international civil society manifesto for
an urgent ban of 'forever chemicals' PFAS
 
Dear Ms ,
 
Thank you for the useful information sent and sincere apologies on our side that we could not reply on the
meeting request in this period due to a very heavy agenda. We will get back to you as soon as possible early
next year.
 
Best regards,
 

 
Assistant
Executive Vice-President Frans Timmermans
European Green Deal
 

 
European Commission

B-1049 Brussels/Belgium

@ec.europa.eu
 
 
 

From: @env-health.org> 
Sent: Monday, November 21, 2022 1:55 PM
To: CAB TIMMERMANS CONTACT <xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xx >; SINKEVICIUS
Virginijus (CAB-SINKEVICIUS) <xxxxxxxxxx.xxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xx >; CAB BRETON CONTACT <CAB-
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xx >; CAB KYRIAKIDES CONTACT <CAB-KYRIAKIDES-
xxxxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xx >



Cc: @env-health.org>; @env-health.org>
Subject: Request for a handover meeting of international civil society manifesto for an urgent ban of
'forever chemicals' PFAS
 
Dear Executive Vice-President,
Dear Commissioners,
 
We are writing to you on behalf of over 82 civil society organisations from across the European
Union and beyond who have developed and supported a joint manifesto to demand the urgent
ban of the highly persistent chemicals PFAS.
 
With this letter, we would like to request an in-person meeting to deliver this important
document to you and discuss its key demands.
 
The manifesto reflects the increasing public concerns about the unacceptable risks that PFAS pose to
our health and the environment, and the urgent need to address them as an entire group in order to
put the brakes on and prevent further accumulation of these harmful chemicals in our bodies and
across environmental media - air, water, and soils.
 
Widespread PFAS use has created an irreversible harmful legacy of global contamination. The highly
persistent, bioaccumulative and often extremely mobile intrinsic properties of PFAS not only mean
that they cannot easily be removed from the environment once they have been emitted, but also that
exposure levels and associated negative impacts will keep going up unless strict regulatory action is
taken.
 
We are already all contaminated by PFAS, with exposure also happening for children in utero. High
levels of these ‘forever chemicals’ have also been found in very remote places far from their
emissions sources, including in pristine areas of the Arctic. The situation is so dire that scientists now
consider that PFAS pollution has now exceeded planetary boundaries.
 
The Ban PFAS manifesto, supported by a large and representative span of health and environmental
constituencies as well as community groups directly affected by PFAS pollution, summarises civil
society demands and is an urgent reminder of the high public expectations for concrete action
towards your EU leadership. Our  priority demands include the following:
Stop adding to the PFAS pollution burden

·       We call for a phase-out of all PFAS uses in consumer products (e.g. food packaging,
cosmetics, clothing) in the EU by 2025.

·       We call for complete phase-out of all PFAS production and use in the EU by 2030.

This is achievable through the restriction of the whole PFAS group under the European Chemical
Regulation REACH. We express our support for the development of a strong and effective restriction
proposal currently in preparation by Denmark, Germany, Norway, Sweden and the Netherlands.

Address the existing burden of PFAS pollution:

·       We urge EU governments to develop a swift and efficient plan for decontaminating soil and
drinking water of affected communities and allocate sufficient funds for such remediation
projects.

The polluter-pays principle must be applied consistently, in particular to guarantee that the burden
of cost is borne by the polluter, including the producer, rather than the taxpayer.

The full list of demands is available in the manifesto - attached to this letter and available online at:
https://banpfasmanifesto.org/en/.
 
We thank you for your response and look forward to delivering the manifesto to you in Brussels.
 
Yours sincerely,
 

,



Executive Director, Health and Enirenment Alliance (HEAL)
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