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" with their peculiar shape of fibre, have to be Jooked upon as the most danger-
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Animal experiments proved that all sorts of asbestos induce mesothelioma
i{ introduced into the pleural cavity. Inhaled asbestos fibres may reach this
.cavity in a mechanical way; ghe_;mphibole types - especially crocidolite ~

ous (see chapter 1V). - Tl

Being mostly an occupational disesse in hcovy industry mesotheliome is
observed more frequently 3n males than in females; however observations have
been made of a high incidence of mesothelioma in females who worked in a fac-

tory of crocjdolite containing gas-masks during World War IIX.
There is a long latency period verying from 15 to 40 ycars.

Diagnosis of mugothelicma is difficult, the sy:ptons casily leading to
false dfagnoses (sec chapter IX). Poth foctlors - latency perjod and difficul-

ty of diagnusié - wxplain the Jate discuivrry of the a-nocialinn with asbestos,
4. Perjtoncs) mesothelfoma {see chapter 1X-4).

This i& the same type of tumour, but now starting from tle mcsothelial lay-
crs of the peritoneum. An essociation with vptake of asbesios has to be accepted.

As in plevral mesolhelioma,occupational uzposure rey Jead to an excess dncidonce.

The (shestoa-filres in Lhese cares are probably ingested §in apprecianle
guantities, cither divectly or indirectly. Ir other csses growth of & pleural

mescthelicud throuah the diaghragm is seen,

In peritoncal mesothelioma the Jatenc criod is elso leng. The ciscase
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jis fats); therc is nc krnown cure. !

5. Cenceys Of gsstronintestinal tract (see fhapter 1X-4)

Fpidemiological investigotions in rvelir*a of aslesics-insulators - heavily
expreed werkers - proved en cxcess nrrialily by\figsfr of tlhie gastrointestinal
Lract, comparison with the nortedity TYetes 4P .on- posed groups Jeads to

~.

the zoncluzion thet archertes uptake s a cause of ti'§ -xcess incidence.
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