
Message

From: Wehrum, William L. [wwehrum@hunton.com]
Sent: 7/21/2017 1:24:40 PM
To: Ringel, Aaron [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=1654bdc951284a6d899a418a89fb0abf-Ringel, Aar] 
Subject: RE: Draft Responses to EPW

Thanks Aaron. Will do.

From: Ringel, Aaron [mailto:ringel.aaron@epa.gov] 
Sent: Friday, July 21, 2017 9:16 AM 
To: Wehrum, William L.
Subject: RE: Draft Responses to EPW

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
Best,

-Aaron

EPA
Top jobs could be filled soon as industry grows frustrated
Robm Bravender, E&E News reporter
Published: Friday, July 21, 2017
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President Trump is expected to nominate a coal industry lobbyist and a former official in the George W. Bush administration for 
key posts at U.S. EPA.

Sierra Club v. EPA 18cv3472 NDCA Tier 1 ED 002061 00156536-00001

mailto:wwehrum@hunton.com
mailto:ringel.aaron@epa.gov


Andrew Wheeler, a lobbyist for coal giant Murray Energy Corp. and a former staffer for Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), is widely 
seen as the likely nominee to become EPA's No. 2 under Administrator Scott Pruitt, according to multiple sources close to the 
administration.

George W. Bush-era EPA acting air chief Bill Wehrum, an attorney at Hunton & Williams LLP, is expected to be Trump's 
nominee to lead the agency's Office of Air and Radiation. Wehrum was the acting boss of that shop during the Bush 
administration after he was nominated for the position but blocked by Democrats in the Senate.

Both likely nominees have been considered for months to be top contenders for those jobs. Sources expect the White House to 
nominate them soon.

If confirmed, the EPA deputy administrator and the air chief will be pivotal in enacting the Trump administration's 
environmental agenda. Wheeler would likely be charged with managing the agency's personnel and could oversee efforts to 
slash the workforce. Wehrum would be central to rolling back Obama-era climate change regulations, including the Clean 
Power Plan.

Sources cautioned that those picks could change, given the unpredictability of the Trump White House. But they anticipate that 
Wheeler and Wehrum could be named in the coming weeks. The administration is under pressure to add political staff at EPA, 
where Pruitt remains the only Senate-confirmed official.

Wheeler and Wehrum declined to comment for this story. White House spokeswoman Kelly Love said there are "no 
announcements at this time."

Both Wheeler and Wehrum are well-known in Washington energy circles, and they could help Pruitt — a Washington, D C., 
outsider — navigate the national political scene and the federal bureaucracy.

"If nominated, both of these individuals would bring huge amounts of expertise to the table in terms of being grounded in the 
law and the twin arts of legislating and regulating," said Stephen Brown, a lobbyist for oil refiner Tesoro Corp.

The administration is under pressure to fill key jobs at EPA.

"Industry7 is increasingly frustrated that these critical positions have not been filled," said one industry lobbyist. "Trump is 
jeopardizing his own agenda and putting industry in a position where we would hope to have some things accomplished over 
the next four years. But it's looking like the accomplishments are going to be minimalized."

After several months with little movement around top environmental jobs, the Trump administration has begun to roll out picks 
for several other key EPA positions.

The White House this week announced the nomination of an agency veteran with industry ties to lead EPA's Office of Chemical 
Safety And Pollution Prevention. And Trump's nominee for the agency's Office of Civil Enforcement won the approval of the 
Senate Environment and Public Works Committee.

Meanwhile, Pruitt has hired a cadre of political staffers to serve in offices throughout the agency.

"I think the general consensus is that Mr. Pruitt and his team are doing an admirable job of carrying out the president's agenda," 
said Brown of Tesoro. "Would that be easier with more key appointees in place? Yfes, and that will happen provided Democrats 
cooperate once nominations are made."

Greens 'very worried indeed'

Both Wheeler and Wehrum would face certain opposition from greens and Democrats, but Senate Republicans would likely be 
able to approve their nominations with little or no support from across the aisle.

"These are two very smart and experienced men. If their mission is — as I expect — deregulation, then industry groups should 
cheer, while health and environmental advocates should be very worried indeed," said Frank O'Donnell, president of 
environmental group Clean Air Watch.
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Wheeler worked for Inhofe from 1995 to 2009, including a stint as staff director for the Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee for the Oklahoma Republican. Several other former Inhofe staffers have already landed at EPA, including Pruitt's 
chief of staff, Ryan Jackson.

Wheeler also worked at EPA in the early 1990s as a special assistant in the agency's toxics office, according to his Linkedln 
profile.

In 2009, Wheeler joined Faegre Baker Daniels Consulting in Washington. He's co-leader of the group's energy and natural 
resources practice and has lobbied for coal giant Murray Energy, led by vocal Trump supporter Robert Murray.

Murray declined to comment about Wheeler's potential nomination.

Wheeler was registered as a lobbyist for the coal company in the first quarter of this year, according to lobbying disclosure 
reports. He also registered as a lobbyist for Energy Fuels Resources Corp., a U.S. uranium mining company, in February, 
according to disclosures.

The Trump administration has pledged to bar appointees from working on issues that they lobbied on in the previous two years, 
but many top officials have been granted waivers.

White House energy official Mike Catanzaro, for example, received a waiver that allows him to work on broad energy and 
environmental policy issues, like the Clean Power Plan and other issues he focused on as a lobbyist. Catanzaro also worked on 
Inhofe's EPW staff, joining the committee after Wheeler left in 2009.
There was speculation in recent months that Jeff Holmstead, who was EPA's air administrator, had emerged as a leading 
contender to become the agency's deputy. Some conservatives mobilized to oppose his nomination, with one person saying 
Holmstead would "slow-walk and gut" much of the Trump agenda (Greenwire, June 19).
Environmentalists warned that Holmstead, an industry attorney at Bracewell LLP who has been central in the legal battle 
against the Clean Power Plan, would be extremely effective at unraveling environmental rules (Climatewire, June 20).

Holmstead did not respond to a request for comment.

Wehrum worked as the top legal counsel for then-air chief Holmstead during the Bush administration.

When Holmstead stepped down, Wehrum serv ed as the acting administrator of the air office from 2005 to 2007 but was never 
confirmed. His efforts to steer EPA's air requirements toward a more market-friendly approach garnered praise from industry 
groups but drew the ire of Democrats like former Sen. Barbara Boxer of California.

Prior to EPA, Wehrum worked with Holmstead as an attorney representing several major industries out of the Washington 
offices of Latham & Watkins LLP.

He's been at Hunton & Williams since 2007, where he represents industry in air pollution cases.

Wehrum's name has been in the mix for months now, but sources say the administration could soon announce his selection
(Greenwire, March 24).

From: Wehrum, William L. [mailto:wwehrum@hunton.coml 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2017 5:10 PM 
To: Ringel, Aaron <ringel.aaron@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Draft Responses to EPW

Great, thanks.

From: Ringel, Aaron [mailto:ringel.aaron@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2017 3:40 PM
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To: Wehrum, William L.
Subject: RE: Draft Responses to EPW

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
-Aaron

From: Wehrum, William L. [mailto:wwehrum@hunton.com1 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2017 3:23 PM 
To: Ringel, Aaron <ringel.aaron@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Draft Responses to EPW

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
From: Ringel, Aaron [mailto:rinqel.aaron@epa.qov1 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2017 3:20 PM 
To: Wehrum, William L.
Subject: RE: Draft Responses to EPW

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
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Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
From: Wehrum, William L. [mailto:wwehrum(5)hunton.com1 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2017 2:27 PM 
To: Ringel, Aaron <ringel.aaron@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Draft Responses to EPW

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
From: Ringel, Aaron fmailto:rinqel.aaron@epa.qov1 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2017 2:26 PM 
To: Wehrum, William L.
Subject: RE: Draft Responses to EPW

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5
Thanks,

-Aaron

From: Wehrum, William L. [mailto:wwehrum@hunton.com1 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2017 9:49 AM 
To: Ringel, Aaron <nngel.aarQn@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Draft Responses to EPW

Aaron -  Here is another copy of the ERA questionnaire that I sent to you a couple of weeks 
ago. I reflected on our discussion about how to address potential conflicts of interest related 
to my work here at the firm. I'm pretty happy with the response as currently 
formulated. Please let me know if you have suggested edits.

Also, I got a call yesterday from Elizabeth Horner, who (as I think you know) is counsel to 
EPW. She said that she will be coordinating my confirmation effort. 1 told her that you are my 
point of contact at ERA and encouraged her to contact you.

From: Wehrum, William L.
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2017 7:20 PM 
To: Ringel, Aaron frinqel.aaron@epa.gov)
Subject: Draft Responses to EPW

Aaron -  Attached is a first cut at the EPW questionnaire. I think it is complete, except for the 
conflict of interest section. I will need guidance on how you usually respond to these 
questions.
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Lastly, I talked this afternoon with Jennifer at PPO. She predicts a mid-July announcement of 
the intent to nominate. That would really jam us with regard to a hearing before the August 
recess. Just thought I'd pass that along.

wn i Jam s
Bill Wehrum
Partner
wvve h ru m@h u nto n. eo m 
p 202.955.1637
b:0 I vCard ! blog I LinKedln

Hunton & Williams LLP 
2200 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20037

hunton.com
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