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Asbestos associated tumours in car mechanics
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Asbesloy in brake iniugs and clutches is considered 10
be w major source of asbestos expusure to the gencral

Table ! Year of birth of the car mechanics

public, Nevertheless, the asbestos caposure to the €ar  reur of burth © N
mechanics from this source duiing repair of brakey

and clutches is several times higher. Tt has been nm-:m 4\32
suspected thul the exposure miuy cause lung cancer or  1901-1910 1587
mesotheliome in car miwchunics 4nd the union asked {3%}'}8'}8 i m};
f'ur #n investigation, To study this subject we used  1931-1940 7420
linkiges between the census of 1960 in Sweden and the  1M41-1745 Hoes

chglish Cancer Register and the Swedish Death
ch'mu';r respectively. This is a report on  the
prefiminary findings.

for each age class and culendar year between 1961 and
1970 and could subscquently calculate the person-
years for this period. By ussuming the samc mortality

"35"6'.(/- T3C""M .('!-Ql\u\

- Methods : :
! ods as the gencral population we estimated the person-
‘ L . tars for 1971 1o 1975, The expected number :
- The census qf 1960 sontains information about 3vas then calculated by multipll;?;g national mZ:-c;;::g:
uccgpauonhal title and itdgstrial category in 1960. We  parec with the corresponding person-years stratifying
used “mechanic™ as the occupational title (code 752) ; i
. v e as i - or age, class, and calendar year. When using the data
: and “ar ropair” as theindustry (vodc 354). According  from the Cancer Environment Register we restricted
. to t:";i s;(])“'“"“ procedure the census contained it the analysis to between 2ges 20 and 69, The linkage
= tota 5 men (table 1). be : | :
. . . . . iween the death re,
The Swedish Death Register contains all Swedes ages gister and the census contains all
. who have died since 1952 and the underlying cause of -
~ death according 1o the death certificates. A linkage ;
- : *  Results and discus
between the death register and the consus s esul wsion
commeteially available. It gives thw vbserved nUMbBCT oty wus only one case of mesothelioma in the cancer
of cases 1961-73 for a certgin diagnosis und the  reyiier and none in the death register, This was a 42
S expecicd numbers calculuted from death rates of the car old car'mechanic who was di din 1978. H
o general population. The linkage between the Swedish Y Ly o was diaghosed In - He
- A y ; : had ulso worked in the construction industry al least
Cancer Reglsler'and the census includes the ycars 196t since 1965 but ‘his medical record contained no
to 1979 und is called the Cancer Environmenl neormavion on total work history or possible
Registcr. 1t gives only the cases of cancer for different o, 00cure (o ashestos, Between 1961 and 1973, 741
- sites. From Statistics Sweden we reccived themortality ooy nee 4o died versus 776 expected. Of these. 187
. / . . 1 .
. - : had dicd of cancer versus 154 expected (p < 0-01)
4 A wheteas 39 had died of lung cancer compared with 23
SR Accepled 7 Sepiember 1987 o expected (p < 0-01),
£ ‘%;. -
' 4 %S T‘,_‘ . Tabl.sx%* Cuner tnuebidity in cur mchan!q%l%l—?? én men aged 20-69 compared with the male general popullation
/ o - . 1961-70 Ve 19719 1961-79
- Fuem uf cuncer Ohserved Expected Observed Ex pm Observed Expected
) == Al 203 2497 3% 3887 .
Lung canver 0 258 63 472 63; 635;
Mzsothelioma 0 - 1 - ! — =
Swimach cancer i3 . 226 29 256 7| 432
. *Rates not avalable fur valoutation ol capected incidence. - .
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