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Dear Bob,.

A irm ail copy 
w ith  e n c lo su re .

■  ■  ■ - 'U s

^  " -Mt * v  » »Sjj

-

I  a t ta c h  an e x t r a c t  from a l e t t e r  rece iv ed  
t h i s  morning from C a sse lls  w h ich , I  th in k ,  : you w il l  
f in d  of i n t e r e s t .  In  rg p ly  I  have to ld  C a sse l ls  
th a t  in  my opin ion, amongst the p a r t i e s  he m entions, the 
on ly  one l i k e l y  to  sponsor such an in v e s t ig a t io n  i s 
o u rse lves?  and w h i ls t  we would be ex trem ely  g lad  to 
do so , I  doubt our a b i l i t y  to  f in d  th e  s ta f f  o r  
co -o p e ra tio n  a t  the p re se n t tim e . , . :

I  have suggested th a t  C a sse l ls  g ive t h i s  
m a tte r some f u r th e r  though t, and i f  he has any id e as ,
.1 s h a l l  be g lad  to  ta l k  them over w ith  him when next 
we m eet. 1 '  ' • •

c : - - - ■ ;....' W ith -a l l  d ie s t ^ is h e  s ,

.. Sincfcrjelsl.^durs,

'T. R. A. Bevan.

.
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. .. ... . ..... , ,  : .j so f a r  as we know and

d iscu ss io n  of them would, th e re fo re , no t tak e  us v ery  f a r .

The o p p o rtu n ity  e x is ts  in  t h i s  coun try  a t  th e  p resen t 

tim e to  make a most u s e fu l  in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  th e  exposure to  which c e r ta in
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ECTRACT FROM LETTER BY DR. CASSELLS 0 /e a / l9 4 4
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' • - : ■ ■ • ' • dated  26th  May, 1944.

T. R. A. Sevan, Esq. . - ... ‘v.

■ ■  ■ . i . ? * w A . ' R r-fi>.vv ’ A', - • ■
s-. • ?;■  ~ . . -r '4: ;£: :'• v

r  • ,' • • * • . <■ ■ ■ ••■ ■ •.•■ :••■ ••' ■  • ■ •* •• •• • ■  . . ■  >. - ■ »■ . :  . . . . V. • ... * * - . . •

Dear Mr. Sevan,- 1 • ' ' - -

• You asked f o r  my comments on the H aifa ’: c a se s . ’ ■ -

A ll th a t  I  can u s e fu l ly  say  i s  that'; th e y  may be .bases o f~ lead -po ison ing  

a lthough one h e s i ta te s  to  blame 80 octane f u e l  (u n less  th ey  drank th e  

s tu f f ) .  I  imagine th a t  th e  doc to rs  on th e  spo t considered  a l l  the 

a l te r n a t iv e s  in c lu d in g  p e l la g ra  fo r  example and no purpose can be served 

by. embarking now upon a d i f f e r e n t i a l  d ia g n o s is .

The paramount need o f a cc u ra te  a n a ly s is  o f u r in e  or 

blood i s  emphasised by th e  a fte rm ath  o f  cases  of t hi s  k ind  and i t  seems 

to  me th a t  th e  bogey of T .S .L . po ison ing  M i l  con tinue to  be ra is e d  from 

tim e to  tim e u n t i l  such a n a ly s is  i s  c a r r ie d  o u t. I  would say th a t  b e fo re  

a case can be c lassed  as one o f T .E .L . po ison ing  the re  must be : -

a) a  degree o f exposure t o  T .E .L . which cannot be 
g a in sa id  and

b) h igh  u r in a ry  le a d  f ig u r e s  (o r  blood lead  in  c e r ta in
ra re  cases o f abnormal k idney  fu n c tio n )  in  the  a f fec te d  v.
p e rso n n e l. . .•  ̂ '

Both th ese  c r i t e r i a  a re  ab sen t i n  th e  H aifa  cases so f a r  as we know and

d iscu ss io n  of them would, th e re fo re , n o t take  us v ery  f a r .

. . The o p p o rtu n ity  e x is t s  in  t h i s  coun try  a t  the  pre sen t .

tim e to  make a most u s e fu l  in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  th e  exposure to  which c e r ta in -

■ 0 :0 0 7 3 0 9

N 7853.01



' • . E x tra c t front C asse lls*  l e t t e r  dated  26. 5 . 44. V . .

page 2. . ■

w orkers w ith  a v ia t io n  and o th e r . f u e ls  a re  open -  c an f i l l e r s ,  pumpmen, 

ta n k ,d ip p e rs , f i l l e r s  o f r a i l  ta n k s , road  ta n k s , targ e s  e tc .  to  say no th ing  

o f c a rb u re t to r  t e s t e r s ,  ta n k -c le a n e rs  and th e  l i k e . I t  would, o f c o u rse , be

a w ho le-tim e--occupation ' f o r .a  team -of. in v e s t ig a tors ,  and I  th in k  i t  i s  a p i ty
; ' • ' -...... -••r'— f :- p

th a t  the  o p p o r tu n ity  i s  ;not s e iz e d . .. Nor one knows'w hat. th e  exposure, o f such• . ; ' .- ,  ̂ • ?••.*,*?.y.< ;• -.'V- \  "f -. * \ " ,
' • . . . . . .  , • .; ; .  . -. ‘ • •.•' - V H p -  ' ^  ."-'V ’ r -  • • .

people amounts to ,  and..the-know ledge would help , co n s id e rab ly  in  th e  d iscu ss io n  

o f th e  cases which a r i s e .  *' i - . . -■ . . . .. '

Whose fu n c t io n  i t  i s  to  sponsor such an in v e s t ig a t ion  i s  not 

fo r  me to  say . The in te re s te d  p a r t ie s  would seem to be th e  Petro leum  Companies, 

the  F ac to ry  In s p e c to ra te , th e  Armed F o rc e s ' M edical S e rv ices  as w e ll as 

A ssoc ia ted  E th y l , and c e r ta in ly  the  co -o p e ra tio n  o f a l l  of th e se  would be a 

prim ary  n e c e s s i ty  i f  any in v e s t ig a t io n  were to  be worth w h ile . The M edical 

R esearch Council might be in te re s te d  as w e l l .

I  s h a l l  be v ery  in te re s te d  to  h ear K ehoe's views and perhaps you 

w i l l  co n s id e r l e t t i n g  me know in  due course what he has to  say.

As reg ard s more d e ta i le d  comment, th e  F e rh a l l-Z an a rd i method o f 

le ad  a n a ly s is  cannot be d e l ic a te  enough i f  i t  showed absence of le a d  in  the  

u r in a ry  sam ples. I  have no t been ab le  to  f in d  out what th e  method i s .  I  suspec t 

th a t  "F e rh a l l"  should be " F a i rh a l l " .  W ith reg ard  to V itam in C, re c e n t work by 

Kehoe and Machle (1943) has n o t confirm ed th e  work o f  Holmes and th e  form er 

co n sid e r th a t  asco rb ic  ac id  (V it . C) has no a c t io n  in  m in im ising th e  e f f e c ts  

o f lead  a b so rp tio n . .

• I  had a l e t t e r  from  Kehoe announcing h is  sa fe  r e tu rn  and he 

mentioned th e  pam phlet which you sen t me. He prom ises me some d a ta  w ith
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