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By Karea E. lenderson

2 2lesing of tvio vinyl chioride
plerts i Painesville Towrship in
1895 and 1677 left a time Yomb of
por.ntal healta probiems asiong
Icrmer warkeds, bealth officials

. F ura‘ resvarchers say exprsure
of workers w0 vicyl chloride at
rirov *-.'l Ioe. and &t Bobintech Inc.
¢ with (he uthappy pros-
i L extrenely high
M ¢ & varieiy of concers.
alth officids say nany of the
for:is of curcer may not show up
for 204 1) yeurs.

Fedsri! investiyalors say there
= a Sl g dadecalicn the plants
caniniuted 0 27 unusuaily high
race of krrth defeets and macar-
rasod amor] arca residests wien
.2 plants wers in operaticn.

A Pein Dealer investigation has
fa.:nd.

*Meny former plant workers

wiTe f'w't.f:':lv exposed  to
amorrnis ot vinyl chlorde monomer,
a cancer-cavsing liquid gas, ttac

5‘:"
<y
Qs

AR

A

i — "

Mario .
¥
i e S

Marine Chandler

Ox

still face
of cancer

far exceeded U.S. Occupaticnal
Safety and Health Administration
standards.

* Workers were exposed to
polyvinyl chloride (PVC), a chemi-
cal that also has becn found lo
cause a variety of cancers.

s At Robintech, workers who
cleaned the reactors (conlainers in
which batches were niixed) and
were e;.psr oi to extremely kizh
doses of vinyl chloride wurked
without protective equipment uatil
about a vear before the plant
closed, when {ederal safcty offi-
cials, at the urging of the local
union, forced a change

Vinvl chleride is used 1 making
vinyi aruviucls, and PVCs are
manly cied i making plastic.

Spobesmen for bolh plants said
they wore cnaware of the dangers
untit 1973 or 1974, when early
siudies were released linking vinyl
chloride Lo a rare form of liver
cancer. They said every cffort was
then made to protect workers and
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By Karen E. Henderson

Maxine Chandler of Perry still
wonders if her hushand's exposure

. to vinyl chlorides had anything to

do wrth his premature death.

“¥e never knew if it contributed
to his death,” she saud. "We taiked
about it.”

Her hushand, James, a former
Uniroyal Inc. employe ard prosi-
dent of United Rubber Workers
Local 553, dicd in 1975 of bram
cancer. He was 44.

He had worked in the plant since

1949 and left in 1970 to become a .

union field representative, sbe ‘
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The Unireyal Inc. plant at 720 Fairport Nursery R,
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121952 . she had a miﬁc:rr:age. Etha
will never know it wrther the doaln
or miscariage had anytiung to ds
with vinyi chioride, a chemical that
has been linked to birth defects
and a variety of canvers.

Olen V. Roby of Geneva still
mourns the death of his youngest
brother, Vernon R., who d:ed in
September 1972 of Hodgkin's
disease.

His brother was 27 when ke d:ed.
“He was our baby brother ...
married and with a lLttle girl”
Roby said. “It's something you
always wonder about.”
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Vernon Roby frequently eleaned
ke rewctors al tie Robuatieh Ine.
vinyl chluride plani, where ue
worsed. Ile was exprsed to some
of the highest doses of vinyl chlo-
ride possible.

Leon 4. Vicuzel, Lake County
director of air pcllution control, is
concerned about his exposure to
vinyl chicriges. He worked for
Uniroyal Inc. for 11 years.

“Ihandled it Like it fvinyl chloride
monomer} was wiater,” he said.
Weitzel, a chemist, now makes sure
ke has an annual physical. He said
pecple simply did not know how
dangerous it was.
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For atcut Dive yecrs,
worked ;o oam arce that fic
rezisterad an onpos.ie 00N
chloside mencmer of from 13 19
58 paris per milhion (prm G3HA
standards pow ask chunicai
companies to strive for zers ppm.
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A pionzcr ir the research of hiver
cancer 15 Dr, Carle H. Tamburro,
professor of medicine and chief of
dizestive diseases at the Urniversity
of Louisville. Tamburre was one
of the first doctors to datect the
link between winy! chioride and
l;ver capcer in workers at a plant
in Kertocky.

Tamburro’s research helped alert
indusiry to the dangers. He has de-
veloped a plan for plants to reduce
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now al about the same leve! as the

rest of the siate.
Iniante. now director of the Of-

r to vinyl chloride led to sirict coni

exposure of their employes and for
early  detection of  health
protlems.

A part of the plan includes a
ranking of chemical exposure in
the plant. It includes designating
areas of higher and lower exposure
and rating the chemicals in these
areas.

Tamburro said case histories of
employes are gathered and em-
ployes are ranked as to the amount
of exposure. When a worker reaches

can be moved to an area of lower
exposure or no exposure.

The program inciudes regular
physicals and better lesting
methods.

His goal is to get industries to
accept the program. it costs about
$35,000 to set up and $2 a year
per employe ‘to maintain,” Tam-
burro said. He said since the pro-

a certain level of exposure in a
particular arca. Tamburro said, he

gram has bees in use in the Ken-
tucky plant, there have been no

cancer deaths in three years.

Kenneth Coss of Geneva Town-
ship, the assistant fo the president
of United Rubber Workers Inter-

. national in Akren and a former
president of Local 553 at Uniroyal
Inc., said the union and several
vinyl chloride companies are fund-
ing cancer studies at the University

of North Carelina.
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not more than 5 ppm for 15 micutes  the time of vinyl chloride exposure  Worth, Tex., said the company first  for viny] chirrid
on a given day. to lhe date of his study. learned of the health prohlems Rebintech wa
Robintech plant workers who He found deaths from cancer  When it bought the plant jn 1973 785 [iarcy Hd

fice of Carcinegen Hdentification
assification for the Occupa-
tonat Safety and Health Admims-
tration (05 A) in Wash.ngion, said

cionucal can

Viny! exlorides kave been found
tocapce a rare jorm af Lver canonr
called aagiosar aive, and Snea of

Iyirphu-hematopmetic

svstem (kb ood and lynankauce sys-
ter), ceatrzl ncrvous oytle':: wad
brawn, Infaive rand.
aridcs and eXposure
ta PVC wust has been ircetly
related to high rates of lung,
ey tract cancers,

ctem and

Infante said the amount of expo-
sure seems to have a bearing on
the latency perivd for cancer.

“Someone who has been exposed
to high levels may contract the
disease sooner than a person who
was exposcd to fower levels,”

In-

“In some cases, the latency
pericd may be as long as 20 to 40
years,” he said.

Infante said as low an exposure
to viny! chloride as one part per
miilion (ppm} has been found to
cause cancer in ammals. Current
federal standards strive for zero
ppm in plants and not more than
one ppm in an eight-hour day or

among this group were 307 higher
than lhc natioral average among
every 136 deaths. He said seven
dicd of liver canceor, the national
average was 0.6, three of braia
cancer versus an 0.9 average; 12
of lung versus a 7.7 gverage, and
four of lymphatic and blood cancers
versus a 2.5 narional average.

cleaned reaclors said they were
frequently exposed to daily levels
as hiph as 35 to 56 prm without
the benefit of protective gear unil
about a ycar beiore the plant
closed. Then they wore airpacks
setf-vontaincd breathing
devices.

Icfanie said persons who were
exposed 1o high doses of these
chemicals shonld nave regular
medicai chechuns. ‘Hoa.u... it 15
wafortansie these forms of cancer
are difficult lo detect until it is
too late,” he said.

When Infante's report on birth
defrots tecamme ouliic, Lake Cous-
ty's heoelih com: ooy, the late
De. Fred C. Elih, compiled his
own repoit, which, he sad, dis-
proved Infante’s report.

Kluth conceded a higher rate of
cancer and birih defcets, but he
blamed it on the "relatively large
propertion of perscns over age 65
or the relalively large proportion
of persons of low economic
status.”

luth said the prevading wind
direction weuld have blown poliu-
tion from the plants in the direction
of Painesville only 8% of the ume.
He himited his firdings to Paines-
ville, but Infante's study took in a
larger area, incleding the area
arourd the General Tire & Rubber
Co. plant in Asbtabula County.

He said even routine chest X rays
probatly would not pwek up lung
carcer, for instapce, until il was
ton fur along. laver cancer js al-
most impossible to detect until it
is too late.

Rosanne Apfeldorf, an OSHA
epidemiologist, satd exposure ai-
fects sperm, causing a higher inci-
dence of hirth defects.

Dr Richard J. Waxweder, chief
epidemiologist in the biemetry
section at the National Institute of
Occupatienal Sajety and Health in
Cincinnati, emphasized that not all
worliers exposed 10 these chiemicals
will get cancer. It sitmply means
their risk of getting it is higher
than that of an average person.

In 1573, Waxweiler studied 136
deaths among 1,284 workers at Kluth
viny! chloride plants all over the *IUih Wrote. o
country, including a Uniroyal plant. C.E. Rupel, chief financial officer

“The possibiusty that these duf-
ferences may be due to vinyl chlo-
ride in the air seems remote, but
worthy of careful examination in
the {uture by this and other means,”

“Our knowiedge grew as the
world became aware,” he said. "I'm
not so sure that there was a health
hazard there that wzs proved to
be associated with vinyl chlonde.”

Rupel said exarunuailons were
given employes rezularly once the
problem was discovered He sad
ke would have been the first (o be
notified f there were a health
problefn Eecuuse he aandled work-

ers’  compensalion for  Lhe
COmMpLny.
itupe! sxd he was unaware of

the jevels of exposure of pland
workers. He said h2 belesod it vaas
standard practice iz the inlustry
to ciean the reacters without esing
protoctive clething

“I don't thik anybedy could as-
sume we would put prople to death
in order 1o clean Lhe reactors,” he
said. “The fact we sold the company
would oot mean we could sidestep
any contribution {bad or good) we
mught have made.”

Richard Shearer, wndustrial rela-
tions manager for Umroyal, san
the comzpany’s position was {o con-
form  with  federal  safety
regulations.

“None of our emploses has ever
accused us of exposing him to
something that made Bim sick”
Shearer said. “We have never had
a death from liver cancer.”

He said the decision to close the

plant was based on a number of
ecopomic reasons, including the

‘cost of meeting federal stand1rds
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Presley said at least twice a
month, he and ciher employes
scraped off residue left in the
reactors.

“Almost everykody did it because

we were paid overlime,” Presley ’

said. For four of the {ive years he

* 3% %

worked m th:s section, he said he
and other workers cleaned the
reactors without any protective
clathing until the union and federal
inrgectors forced a change. Workers
were tssued on airpack when they
cleaned the reactors to keep them
from inhzling the fumes.

“I bad worked in it four years
before 1 kpew how dangerous it

was,” be said. “I firmly believe
they {Robintech) kept us in the dark
as long as they could about how
bad it was.” Company officials deny
this.

Mario Izzarelli, the former
president of United Rubber Workers
Loca}l 886 at Robintech, said the
union first became aware of the
health problems when stories began

running in newspapers about cases
of liver cancer caused by vinyl
chloride.

Izzarelli said the company began
giving employes physicals everysix
months. He sald a few employes
were found to have enlarged livers,
and they were given liver scans.
Enlarged tivers also can be caused
by other diseases. .

“The whole thing scared a lot of
people,” he said. “We didn't reajize
how dangerous it was. The Hodg-
kin's death shsuld have been locked
nte.”

Charles W. Cihudley of Eastlake
recently was operated on for blad-
der cancer. Chidley is convinced
his cancer had nothing to do with
s years at Robintech. However,
health officials list urinary tract

over early deaths of workers

cancer as one that is linked to
exposure to pelyvinyl chlonde,
which was also present at the
piant.

Former plant workers say they
try not to worry, thev ace aware
of the risks they face ard the %0-
to 40-year cancer laicncy poriod
“It's Like kaving something un-
pleasant hanging over your head,”
one said.
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