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Doar Eres Schasferg

- I have voplies of. your verious lebtters -
congerning the informstion which 1s to bhe seut
ogut Lo mixing plants of the bank storase type
shere Pluid is shipped and handled in druma.

It ia not feasibvle at this time bto
re=draft the regulatlions Iin relsbtlon Lo the hande
1ing of Lenk oar end bank storage equipmenb. This
will bLe domw within a reasonsble pericd tat-I do
not wish 4o do 1% until I have all of the nomessary -
inforanrtion at hand as Lo what %s likely to be :
done 4in the course of the next aeveral veeks op
nonthse  The whole guestion of the nmumber of drums
invelved in this business ia at stake, and I feel
reasonably. carha&n that something will be done-
shorkly which will materiaslly reduce the number,
1f for no other reason then thst the Sransportabtion
of theso drums is ab present sufficiently dangerous
to warrant careful exemination. I shall refer to -
this later in thia letber,

, _ %ith vegaré 0 the inatruotians to
be gent uut. X think thet every customer of the.
Corporation who is now recelving drums of Fiuld .
for empbying in storage tanks, ahould be provided
with a auffiaiane mmber. of copies. of the now
regulations concerning . the handling of drums so
that Lt will bo ceprtain they they have availeble
informaticvn on which to handle such drums . proporlye.
ﬁorecvar, plagards hmving to do with the handling of
drums ghould be posted at these mixing plants along
with the other placards which invelve the handling
of the hulk equiﬁmenb.- I should be mede perfectly
clear Lo the manegementas and to the men that then

new placards grevida intormablon relative to the handiing S

of druns only, and that ‘they sre not intended to govern
the precise h;ndling of the .bullk mixing equipnent. It
should be fully pointed out also that this is,for the
present, a temporary measure in view of an immediate
necessity which hes arisen for the ree~editing of the
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resulations which are concerned with bulk equipment.

I an not afraid that the new regulations
or the new placards will result in error in handling
the Fluld at the bulk mixing plants, for the manner
of handling the Fluid and weshing out the drums sfter
they are emptied, has been so arranged at these plantas
that no dirficultlies should arises ¥Vhat I am afrald
of 1a that in the absence of fnatructions the drums
of Fluid will be improperly stored, and improperly
handled,as indeed they have been in some degree in
ths past-

Reeurnlng to»thewsuhjaat‘of hransporhatloh
of drums, I have only Preeently discovered that it is

the general praotive in const-wlse brede, and for ought

I know, iIn Duropemn trade, to store the drums of Ethyl
Fiuid below the deek in & subshuntially enclozsed cone

-partment where they ars atood on end, and lashed in
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place as secursly as possible. I have been under the
orevions Improssion thab it was the general prastice
to hnve the drume of Fluld shipped on deck, at least
in a place whure the sides wers open or freely venm
ﬁ?laﬁe&, and where the opporbuniby existed for hosing
out any spilied Flulde Ib was a shook Lo me Lo find
out that this L8 not the cmses I nust coms te the
aanciuﬂiau that our present method of transporting.
drums on aship board 1s unsstlisfactory, definltely
anaafa, and thab 1t 19 sinply e means of inviting
trouble and digaster,It ia not proper te say that
the dangers are imapinery rather than actual; since
T have already establisehed the freb bthat in st least
ong insbanoe, oonsiderable quantisies of Fluld have
veen spilied in & comparbment under the deok of a
oargo vesaal fiok"the property of one of the 0il
8hipping . &um%ﬁniaa. The Fluid in this instance was
cleasnsd up as aabiafaakarily a8 possible LY a repres. .
sentative of the Gorporation, but|net without involving
an exposure £o lead on hia part whish is hy no means
plaauant to conbemplate. Hr. Yelber and I have dis=
cuaaad thia matbter, and we are of the opinlon that
Oﬂeching wil)} bhave %o be dong to make certain that
this condition doea not exigt in the futurs. Hither
the tankers and other cargo vessels will have to make
provision for darrying Pluid on &eck, or they will
not be perm'tted Lo carry it at all.

‘ One other word with reogard to regulations
and plecards at the bulk mixing plants in which drums
are handleds. . 1 am writing Mr. Weltsr today, suggesting
that a {ield repreaantative of the Corporation make it
a point to discuss with the managemsnt at wehh of these
pointa, the matters in the drum mixing regulations and
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plecards which specifically effect the handling

of Fluld at these points. I think this is
necessary to avold any mis~understandings and to
make it perfectly clear that the espplication of
the drum mixing regulations and placards to the
bulk mixing apparatus 1s for the present at leest,
a8 btenporary measure. Morsover, this procedure
will result in a clear understanding among the
f1eld staff, and among the rsfinery personnel

as to Jjust what is expected of them.

Very truly yours,

Ak :1I8 Robert A. kehoe, iisD.
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