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JOLHNS -#ANVILLE - TALC~-CHRYSOTILE CONTROVERSY

-

s
six (6) samples of various Vanderbilt talc products were analyzed for
Chrysotile content by MeCrone Associates and by E. M. Ventions, Ine. No
chrysotile was detected by either laboratory. The six (6) samples were
supplied by the Johns-Manville Company as portions of the samples they
had found to contain up to 35% chrysotile fiber, as reported to Vanderbilt
personnel and to officials of the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration in Washington.

Analytical Data

In March of 1975 representatives of Johns-Manville Corporation, Denver, Colorado (R. S. Lamar)
called requesting a meeting between themselves and R. T. Vanderbilt personnel regarding the
labeling of tremolitic talc. The meeting was eventually arranged for April 16, 1975 at RTV
Corporate Headquarters in Norwalk, Connecticut.

The meeting was attended by R. S. lLemar, R. P, Carter (representing_J. M), H B. Vanderbilt,
T. T. Noland, A. M. Harvey, C. S. Thompson, and P. B. Gibuney, Jr.

Lamar and Carter explained that they had called this meeting to present their story that our
tales (NYTALS, etc.) contained chrysotile and other forms of asbestos. They offered technical
data, coples of which were left with us, and offered to send us samples of the talc they stud-
ied. During the discussion Lamar stated that one of the Vanderbilt products contained 35%
ehrysotile. The data they presented included "fiber" counts performed on four (4) so-called
Vanderbilt products indicating that chrysotile constituted up to one-third of the "fibers"
counted. (see attached Johns-Manville document) Fibers were defined by the inadequate and
obsolete criteria of 3:1 aspect ratio.

Their reasons for the visit were given as purely informative, ag friends, in case we were un-
eware of the mineral content of our tale. They admitted they had gone to OSHA offices in
Washington with the same story, complaining that they were losing business to Vanderbilt tales
which they considered to contain more asbestos than theirs. They bave labelled their Western
tales with the OSHA Asbestos lLabel, and they had hoped to convince us to do likewise. Mention
was made of the law suits now existing against Johng-Manville resulting from non-labelled
asbestos 20 years ago.

We ended the meeting with their promise to send us portions of the retained samples of
Vanderbilt tales they had analyzed and reported on.

The dbove statement concerning chrysotile came as a complete surprise to us since our past
studies of the mineral content of all our talc ores and products had revealed no chrysotile.
The minerals present in the talec products discussed had been determined to be as follows:

major non-asbestiform tremnlite and anthophyllite

moderate serpentine (antigorite-lizardite)

moderate talec

trace quar?z

Other grades of talc produced by Vanderbilt in a separate mine and mill facility in the
Gouverneur, New York area contain the following minerals:

major fibrous tale

minor serpentine (antigorite-lizardite)
minor asbegtiform anthophyllite

trace quartz
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