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In Aprl, US. Seerctary of Health,
Education and Welfare Joscph Calda-

.no somberly announced that more

than 5.6 rmulbon Amencans would die
23 3 direct result of thewr exposure to
asbestos fibers,

In Sceptember, Califano said the res
sults of a recent study by the National
Cancer Institute showed that botwesm
21 and 33 perecent of all cancer is
caused by expasure to carcinogens in
the workplace,

Calany also said lhar._ 17 percent of

all cases of cencer, according to the
NCT report, can be traced {0 exposure
to asbestos.

These alarming figurey were Te
leased at a poliically advantageous
maoment—before a national AFL-CIC
health and safety meeting 1o Washing-
toa. .

Though there 13 almost no doubt that
a strong link exists betwcen cancer
and exposure {o asbestos fibers, there
is some copcern that the government
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- Officials Accused of Playing

is playing the numbers game for politi-
cal advantage.

For years, industry sources have
been contending that somewhere
between 1 and 5 percent of all cancers

arecaused n the workplace, Scientists °

for the Amencan Cancer &xciety have
placed the level between 5 and 15 per-
cent.

A few scientists and indusuy offi-
cials have charged tha! this sudden
JuTp to as hugh as 38 pervect is tolally
unwarrsated.

Monday, Oacember 4, 1578 THE KANSAS CITY STAR 5 °
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Al Jeast one scicatist involved in the
NCI study reportedly has backed down
a little. saying the September report
was only a “working dral" and nct
the final word on the subject.

Califana’s assertfon that 17 percent
of all cancers can be traced to asbestos
exposure aso drew cnticism from
some scienusis—at least one of whom
presented evidence to Congress that
the figrure is closer to 1 percent.

it is estimated thal 365,000 Ameri-
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With Asbestos
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cans will die of cancer tus year. It
Califano's 17 percent figure is nght. it
would mean that 62.050 of them would
have died because of exposure to as-
bestos. If the 1 percent figure s right,

Either way, a lot of people are ir!
volved. But both figures can't be:
nght—a=zd scientists contend govern-
ment ofiicials should nt alarm the"
publc until they're sure what they're

the number would be 3,654,

taliing about. .
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