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RU LEM AKI N G RECORD O N  LEAD REOPENED FOR RECEIPT OF LI MI TED I N FO RM AT I O N

A  lim ited  reopening o f  the ru lem aking record cover ing occupat ion al exposure to inorgan ic lead has been 
announced by the Occu p at io n al Safety and Health  Adm in ist rat ion .  The act io n  came as a result  of  a cour 

ru lin g  concern ing f easib ili t y  in  cer t ain  indust r ies.

In a lengthy op in ion  issued August  15, the U .S.  Cir cu it  Cour t  o f  Appeals for the D ist r ict  o f  Colum bia 
upheld the v a l id i t y  o f  OSH A's lead standard in  most respects, but  found that  OSHA fa ile d  to present sub­
stan t ial ev idence or adequate reasons t o  support  the f e a sib il i t y  o f  the standard w ith  respect  to cer t ain  in ­
dust r ies,*  and remanded the standard to the agency for reassessment. Acco r d in g ly  OSH A has reopened 
the lead record for the lim ited  and express purpose o f  so lic it in g  and receiv in g  ad d it ion a l inform at ion per­
t a in in g  to the t ech n o log ica l and econom ic f e a sib il i t y  ( in clu d in g  the t im e necessary for m eet ing the 
50 pg/ m^  perm issib le exposure lim it  so le ly  by engineer ing cont rols and w ork pract ices)  for those indus­
t r ies for w h ich  the Court  ru led OSH A had not adequately  determ ined f e a sib i l i t y .

The Court  upheld the v a l id i t y  o f  the en t ire standard for t he m ajor lead industries:  pr im ary sm elt ing;  se­
condary sm elt ing;  pr in t ing;  can m anufacturing;  bat tery m anufacturing;  pain t  and c^ at ings^ manufacturing;  
ink  m anufacturing;  w allpaper  m anufacturing;  e lect ron ics m anufacturing;  and g ray - iron  foundr ies. OSHA 
is not request ing in form at ion per t ain ing  to these indust r ies. Some o f  the issues on w h ich  OSH A is so lic i t ­
ing data w ith  regard to those indust r ies excluded  by the Cou r t ,  in clu de id en t if ica t io n  o f  indust ries in  
w h ich  workers are exposed to lead and the size ,  age, lo ca t io n ,  and number o f  plants in  each;  the numbe 
o f  workers exposed to lead and the Jobs in  w h ich  exposure occurs;  the chem ical and p h ysical character is­
t ics o f  lead to w h ich  workers are exposed;  the airborne concent rat ions, du rat ion , and frequency o f  ex ­
posures;  the number o f  workers exposed to var ious concent rat ions of  lead and t h e ir  b lood  lead lev e ls.

A d d it io n a lly ,  OSHA is interested in  know ing in  w h ich  operat ions or processes a 50 pg/ m^  exposure level 
has been ach ieved;  i f  that  exposure lim it  has not been ach ieved ,  what  engineer ing and w ork p ract ice 

con t rols are av a ila b le  and what  t im e w ou ld be necessary for t h e ir  im plem entat ion, and w hether there are 
any unique cond it ions in  an indust ry that  w ould p reclude the use o f  these con t ro ls,  in  w hat  operat ions 

should personal p ro tect ive equipm ent  be requ ired , are there other OSH A standards or ot her  federal or 
state regu latory a ct iv it ie s that  a f f ect  w orkers1 exposure t o  lead , are there any t ech n o lo g ica l changes to 
im prove p ro d u ct iv it y  in  the indust ry w h ich  have also reduced lead exposures;  and w hat  is the av a ilab il it ;  
p r ice ,  and se rv iceab il it y  o f  any subst itutes.

W r it t en  comments w i l l  be received  u n t il Oct ob er  27. An  in form al p u b lic hear ing is schedu led  to be

* nonferrous foundries; pigment manufacturing; ship building; auto manufacturing; solder manufacturing;  w ire patenting; pot tery; brick manu­
facturing; agricultural pest icides manufacturing; l eather manufacturing; pipe galvanizing; gasoline od dit ives m anufacturing, linoleum-rubber­
plast ics manufacturing; paint  spraying; ammunition manufacturing; smelting and refining of  z in c, silve r , gold, plat inum , copper and alum i­
num; machining; lead burning; glass manufacturing; t ex t ile  manufacturing; book binding; steel a lloy  ma nufacturing; t erne metal manufactur­
ing; glass polishing and spinning; cut lery manufact ure; diamond processing; plumbing; jew elry manufact uring; pearl processing; cast ing; cable  
coat ing; elect roplat ing; explosives manufacturing; lamp manufacture; sheet metal manufacture; t in  roll ing; telecommunicat ions; and inde­
pendent collect ing and processing of scrap lead ( ex cluding collect ing and processing that  is part of | i  seppg| fary smelt ing operat ion) .
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held  in Washington on Novem ber 5, 6 , and 7 .  Comments should be sent to:  Docket  O f f ice r ,  Docket  

H-004E, Room S6212, U .S.  Department  o f  Labor, Washington, DC 20210. No t ices o f  in ten t ion  t o  ap ­
pear and w r it t en  test im ony should be sent to Claren ce Page, O SH A,  D iv ision  o f  Consumer Af f a ir s,  Room 
N3635, U .S.  Department  o f  Labor, Washington, DC 20210. The p u b lic hearing w i l l  be held in  the 
auditor ium  o f  the Frances Perkins Labor Department  Bu ild in g .

O SH A/ N I O SH  I SSUE ALERT O N  2-N1TROPROPANE;  CALLED POTENTI AL H U M AN  CA RCI N O GEN

Health  hazards from occupat ional exposure to 2-n it ropropane, w h ich  is termed a poten t ial human car ­
cinogen , is the subject  of  a 'healt h  hazard a le r t '  issued j o in t ly  by the Occu p at io n al Safety and Health  
Adm in ist rat ion  and the N at io n al I nst itute for Occu p at ion al Safety and Health  on September 26.

The a ler t  cit es results o f  a recen t ly  com pleted study w h ich  shows liv e r  cancers and other adverse ef fects 
in  rats exposed seven hours a d ay,  f ive days a w eek at  207 ppm over a six  month p er iod .  Also  cit ed  are 
p relim in ary  results o f  another study show ing m etast ic l iv e r  carcinom as in n ine o f  ten rats exposed at  
200 ppm for six  months. It is noted, how ever, that  a group o f  rats exposed at  25 ppm for 22 months 
showed no sig n if ican t  changes.

OSH A has announced that  it  w i l l  cont inue to enforce it s current  standard o f  25 ppm averaged over an 
eigh t -h ou r  w orkday, but  recommends that  occupat ion al exposure t o  2-n it ropropane be reduced to the 
lowest  feasib le level since the 25 ppm v alu e was set before the cancer-causing  poten t ial o f  the chem i­
ca l was know n. NI OSH est imates that  185,000 workers may be exposed to 2 -n it rop ropan e, w h ich  is 
found in  coat ings such as v in y l ,  epoxy pain t s,  n it rocellu lose and ch lor in ated  rubber and in  p r in t ing  inks 
and adhesives.

Listed in the a le r t  are recommended pract ices for employers^  em ployees and ph ysician s.  Physicians are 
urged to:  (a) obtain  a carefu l occupat ional and exposure history;  (b) inqu ire about  com plain ts,  in clu d in g  
nausea, vom it in g ,  d iar rhea, ef izzinesi,  an orex ia,  and headache;  (c) perform a ph ysical exam inat ion  w ith  
emphasis on the card iovascu lar ,  rep al, and hepat ic systems; (d) order laboratory studies o f  b lood p ar t icu ­
la r ly  for live r  and k id n ey  funct ion  and a u r inalysis w it h  m icroscop ic exam inat ion;  and (e) advise the em­
p loyee o f  results o f  the m edical exam inat ion  and laboratory analyses.

Sing le copies o f  the a ler t  are av a ilab le  from the OSH Á O f f ice  o f  I nform at ion and Consumer Af f a ir s,
Room N3637, Frances Perkins Bu ild in g ,  Third St reet  and Const it u t ion  A v e . , N . W . ,  Wash ington, DC 
20210;  telephone 20^ / 523-8151. '

OSH A EXTENDS SEVERAL DEADLI NES

Cand idate List  o f  Possible Occu p at io n al Carcinogens:  The dead lin e for comment on t he Occu p at io n al 
Safety and Health  Adm in ist rat ion 's list  o f  107 w orkp lace chem icals w h ich  may be considered candidates 
for further sc ie n t if ic  rev iew  and possible regu lat ion  as poten t ial occupat ion al carcinogens has been ex ­
tended to Novem ber 10. (See A O M A  Report ,- September, 1980, page 1 .)  Comments should be sent to 
the Docket  O f f ice ,  Room S6212, Department  o f  Labor, 200 Const it u t ion  A v e . ,  N . W . ,  W ashington, DC 
20210;  t elephone 202/ 523-7894.

Cot ton  Dust Standard: OSH A has issued a tem porary adm in ist rat ive stay o f  cer t ain  p rovisions o f  the 
cot ton  dust standard, w h ich  becam e e f f ect ive  March  27, 1980. Under the t im etab le fo r  im plem entat ioi 
o f  the requirements o f  the standard, a l l  provisions for  respirator usage w ere t o  become e f fect ive  on Sep­
tember 29, 1980, how ever, in  v iew  of  f a ir ly  w idespread m isunderstanding throughout  t he t ex t i le  indust i 
about  how an e f f ect ive  respirator program should be im plem ented and m onitored, O SH A has decided  th' 
it  w ould be counterproduct ive to requ ire em ployers to implement  those port ions of  the standard requ ir in


