DATA ON CEORQE A. MARTIN

No work of fiotion could surpass the real 1ifes story of Gac
A. Martin, the amall temby'hocmhtbbuciv@mwof
the worldis greatest p;nint and wvarnigh company. | ' ,

Making his own way against all odds, young Martin had nothing but .
his courags, determination ard willingness to work., ®Nothing®, he adds, -
"but the -same opportunity that existed for any other boy in Americs == the
chance to make good." . :

Perhaps that's why he's so strong t@\r Amerissn way |
of 1ife and business enterprise. Ie nnt- to see svery other boy lnn the
same chance and incentive to make good thnt he hld.

!

HISTORICAL OUTLIKE

Mr, Martin's story is as follows:

"Born George Abrahaa dartin, November 7, 1865, Montello, wuoon'g:.n;
taken to Chicago as & baby; educated in publio graamar school and night schoolp
left grammar sohool n.@mw-.tmo;minmm.:obum
Union Stock Yapds, in 1877, with The Chicago Packing Provision Company which
was then one of the hrgiﬁt, if not the largest, under the scontrol of an
international ehnruhrby the name of B. P. Hutghinson, ‘who nnudfn take
great enjoyment out of a hadit he had soquired hunting up the 'rltcr every
tmohocmtothosmknrdl, which was weekly or seai~monthly, and dis-
charging me, and was succesaful in doing Lt& times dur!.ng one winter - tho
moral of which is a very funny hlo.

*Succesaful in getting uw from The Chicago hbung Prwuhn
Conpany of my own {res will and accord, went with the Genersl Supu-i.n-
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tendent of that Company who hsd'.orpuud . montéwho in the noat .
industry, and remained with hia all of '78 anmd ', - !
*In 1830 aade a partnarship with another fellow in which the
‘writer bought and shipped some meat specialties, (which at tint time were
wastes of the Stook Yards), to a .pu-tncr in New York City, ,!ho. 8014 them
to hotels. This was ons of the toughest and most successful jobs I think
I ever had, This was dhcenumd dus to the reason that tbt pckm dig-
coversd the urkct we had made lni the xl'olpoctl for its development, and
finally put us out of business. - . ' ‘
*Froa 1880 mw-zmmumnnmm«tmm,
manufecturers of rallwmay car trimaings = served in many dop.rtuah h
olerkships, as journeyman, eto., finighing up as Mppu‘ ud bml.u olck.
*1887 to 1891 4in the nmtutnro of paint lpochluu in Ghuqo, .
selling to rallway andlndutrmw.onh, mdmutﬂmblmm
of the railroads, who eonumod to refer to The Sherwin-Williams ce-puy,
decided to try and sell The Sherwin-Williams Coapany and was sucoessful in
doing .IO- | o
"During the pleasant businese relations, I had met sows of the
principals of the business at that time, namely: r. W11l Schasfer, Sanager
of the Westers Division of the Company; Mr, Weare, Secretary of the Coapany
with headquarters at Chioago; Mr. John L, Thurber, n-nuy'n.ﬁ-u'uut;m; :
and in dus time Wr. Shervin and My, Williass, as well as.Mr, Hogarth, and
‘last but not least, Mr. J. C. Beardalee, who was Genaral sm@nt of
the Faotories, all of which led up to an i.uvlhtion by Mr, M, to Join
‘the organisaticn and take charge and control of the Calumet Paint Canm,
located at Pullaan, the ownership of which business at thl_t tiu.-. held -

\ .

rather o nfidentisl.

0007-SWP-000005178



e —yy ﬁ—-—--rﬁﬂF1!ﬂ-------!--—ﬁﬁnﬂ.qug;qnz’u-.-a.‘f\
* (Hist. Outline) . , 3 | I R

‘
'

© *Proa. 1891 to 1897 sazeged the Calusot Patnt co@ as hmcor, T
Selesnan, Bookesper and Paint Grinder, | oo
*In 198 was made Manager of the 'utcn Diviaion of tho co-puy
at Chicage, which at that time was one of the thru divisions ot the Co-pw,
namely; Cleveland, New York and Chicago, while elsven tnnli.ng ﬂpr.llntl‘v
tives nxde up the conplou traveling sales orgmunu.nn. - _
"At that time the condi.u.on of the country and th- .h‘ngth, ehruhr
and quality of the men who reprssented the House wers such as caused the busie
ness to go in leaps and bounds, and in three years the traveling sales organi~
sation of the Division bad gone from eleven menm to forty-seven, and the bumu ,
from & few hundred thousand dollars up into the millions, m":xpmun( mu
our motto thon, at that tise was the commenceaent of ﬂu establishaent ot
divisions such as San Franoisco, Kansss City, sto.® S
K. Uartin sanaged the Western nutrun:mshmu-tmnn . |
Company until 1905 when he was transferred to clmlull in clnrgo of ths
Auxiliaries Departaent, which under his management oxpmdod to inolude hnd,‘_ ,
sinc and copper mines, smelters, linsesd oil plants, power plants and ‘tin
can ma. ' ‘ . .
In 1916 be was appointed by President Walter H. cof.t!.nghn to the
position of -Vise President lnd Ceneral lanager of Illnnhcturhl‘
In June, 1921, be was made Vice President and General Mamager of
‘the entire business. | ) | |
In Noveaber, 1922, he was slected President of The Shrwin-¥illiass
Coapany. ‘ ‘ _ . '
In Decesber, 1940, be was eiected Chairmn of the Board of The ,
Sherwin-Willians Company. _ ‘ . T o

£
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