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State Mining Engineer, KALGOORLIE 19th August 1953,
Mines Department, ‘ ‘
. PERTH.
Venyilation - Augtrelian Blue Asbestos Mine - Wittenoom.

. I visited the asbastos mine operated by the Australian
Blue Asbestos Ltd, at Wittenoom from July-28th to August lst and - .
inspected the underground working places and trsatmeat plant. I
also made an air survey of underground workings.

> - The volume of air flowing through the mine was measured
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c.fim, (Measured past :fan)

Main Entry (Uppoi'; 80.!) ‘40,590_

The fan in use is still the Richardson 60* Azial Flow ifan
powered by a 25 H.P. electric motor. _— - .

. The quantity of air ciroculating th h the mine is
satisfactory for the number of working places.. The intake through
the New Portal ventilates the nsw atopes and development ends in
this -new.section of the mine, and the intalemgidit oa the Upper
Sesa, ventilates those stopes in ths 0ld seation of the mine which
are still working, The air through the Iower-Seam ia split and
-veatilates the stopes still operating in this seam. This air then
upcasts through jump - ups to the Upper Seam and joina the retura
air, through thes old stoped - out workings,  to the exhaust fan.
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"2 Conditions underground generslly were-
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i dépioro the “lackiof the use of .water on broken: dirt uanderground,

Water js used dut not to the extent sufficient to sminimise 'the dust
hagard. Bepecislly whers scraping was:in ‘operstion the dust counts -
were high, The installation of's £idi& Urying-plint. in their mill -
"is an urgent necessity in order to dry the-fibdre praduct, and then
the use of water underground can be rigidly enforced. The attached
sheets show temperatures and dust counts recorded underground,

In some atopes the working places. wers advanced tore than
10 feet off an airway and the ventilation was not satisfactory. I
requested that secondary ventilating appliances be used in such

stopes. .+
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_Extensive additions snd alterations are being mede to thi
plant. Included in the additions is the installation of a cyclone :
.dust collector and three f1e1d dust-Sollectors..These to connect

_.the fi¥e small.cyclones which exhaust through the roof of the

buildinmg:>This should prevent much of the dust which is at present
oxhausted to atmosphere and drifts down and back into ths ={1l. .~
(This installation should now be in ‘operation); ’\‘



for Inside the mill hessian (and wool bale) walls have been
‘erected. These enclose certain sections of the plant and act as
Auets. to the 48" diameter Richardeon Propellor fans installed in
f " the roof. These fana alac need exhaust ducts to carry the dust
into the air and away from the vicinity of the mill.

The mill has been enclosed om two 31400 and according
to -reporte this bag had a good effeoct on the amount of dust in
the plant. .

I conaidor tho worat feature of tho nn ts the cloud
ot dust which arises from the mill and thea either drifts down
to the ground or blows down the gorge. It seems to0 have a de-
moralising effect. By requesting that extensions be added to the

"~ oxhaust ducts it is hoped that tho dnat will bo taken away from
s, the vimmy of the mill, .

L ey %o attachod shoct:'ahonz :
R :tho mn. These counts are high dut: ogza,aibly the mprovod dun .
. eollection set - up u@;;‘inprovﬂ':'_ tions in ‘the ni.ll.<_ :

I was adviud by thc magonont or tho proposed builiing
alterations. Among the alterations is the- connroion ot thc presen
office dbuilding, situated near the New Portsl entrance, in'‘the
Underground changercom,-Pro¥idion-is-deing made for the adminis~
tration of Aluxinium Therapy.and the -mgnout' propose making
this treatment avsilable when the oh-nsom- 18] completed. -
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