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or toxins In

John Deverell Toronto Star

Wecurale toxic chemical tests on
nans can now be done so cheap-
ihat mass testing will soon re-
or fear and speculation in the
eironmental and workplace
lulion debate, says' a leading
.scientist.

ohn I~seter, a biochemist and
Eor to the U.S. Environmental
tootion Agency, says new test
ijiods can put detailed knowl-
e of chemical poisoning into the
d>of corporations, unions, indi-
ial citizens and their doctors at
Iivele/ low cost.

i.NOIn. formerly of the Univcr-
,uf New Orleans, is in Toronto
ing capital for expansion of his
ecompany, Enviro-Health Sys-
Sinc. of Dallas.

sjee chemical analytic testing
hods he and others have do

The Enviro-Health lab alab help-
ed identify a problera/of drinking
water pollution ina Tiaco™Arlt,
neighborhood. It ldentified‘traces
of solvents in orie.slck person
which were eventually traced to
pollution of groundwaterajMEwplls
by a nearby aircraftfactorJ.V/ V’

"We’re geared to $erve dolors,
and we report onlyHo those who
submit the samples,* said Jbgseter
on the touchy question of medical
confidentiality. "In.our view nega-
tive results are just as Important
as positive results in,gming'doc-
tors quickly to a correct diagnosis.’
Good data helps them sort oiit the
hypochondria from the real 1UI-
ness." N

Quick, accurate human testing
can akEo prevent the waste of pub-
lic arycgI corporate time end money,

e said. )
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o) f ByJOCKFEWAON™: "
-QDow. Chemical+.Cana\V sinc-"dtenped toxic -
wastes, faxliKUngdkJxjhs,.into thé St |
Clalr last year, according tythé’Ontario
Ervlyijindit i =gl e |
laboratory analast« results received by the
" last week found-dloxins 'In the rtVer
Dow manufacture ofthe herbicide 2,4-
cofuréns and other bexadfarobenzeries
ateo Were detected tn the mass of tar sludge*

..that toe ministry said carné from the production
; of a Qfcwdry-cleaning solvent caHed perchloroe-
f thyleop. Je U.y

" ‘Do spokesman John Musset, $atd he had hot :
seen the ministry findings and had no knowledge ,
o( hoi| the toxic material got into IherivdETné.'

are usually drawn, off the bottom of the ,
tprocess arid djsppeecfof by topineraHon, m!

pvd over the past 15 years r ~ochstader,i>arrtladistrict officer for the j

e leaped beyond expensive'
pound-by-compound testing of
an blood and urine specimens

it testing on a mass production

ng. he said.

Chemical society

% iive in a chemical society,
we need the chemicals,” said
ter. "Hut we also know that
( iT the fiQQD new chemicals
duced in the last 40 years
» terrible effects, and that
k effects occur in some people
posure levels much lower than
’which cause immediate and
us svmp’oms and illness."
? Enviro-Health. labs provide
si. and results within 48
of receiving samples and are
d to handle requests from
here in the world. The service
les a comparison of the test
s with a growing data base of
"es taken from individuals
i the United States and be-

e company's analytic tech-
; rely on computer-assisted
ehromatography-mass spec-
trv, and can detect one part
illion in fluid — the eouiva-
rietceting a grain of salt in a
ning pool.

e multiple compound test
*es — for pesticides» herbi-
phenols, solvents and poly-
lated biphenyls (PCBs) —
vailable at prices ranging
100 to S185 for single speci-
with discounts for group

PesidjdfcL;,-",

Tle pestlcldi"MA"TW%)i#m
o/ffis analysfafoc,* I& italj:1sub-
starves including/aJdrliVT"drin
DDf, DDE/ antf hexachldroben
zcni The solvent test covers
aroiri“tlc ?compounds *
bentepe, toluene, xylen<
rencK and six halégena
carbpns Including )trie
ene ¢nd dichlorobenzeiTes!

I.Iseter’s business Stra

gigantic lawsuit* by"fficiHdpfpioy-
ees (Vpossibilitythat doi#,notW irt
in Canadian law). ~f./ worker Is
contaminated,before'be la hired,
an industry needsto kno# that for
its fewn pj-otectiorti*! Lapeer ob-
serve "A'lot oftchemical compa-
nies Jcant ovetf getJnsurahde any
morE and this ojffeH/them* pietlv
od of making the insurance parri-
ers rhore comfortable. ~ /
MWical monitorug”iwbe used
to identify problems and. reduce
worker exposures before they be-
come too serious, hi Odds.)/:* |
Sojhe of the most Interesting'ef-
fects of cheaper khowledif, .howt
ever*, arise from testing Initiated
by independent physicians™ “One
I3rgA group of peopwhas come to
us fpbm a nelghbdHtood’ Wear a
chemical plant in Terfas where pne
person got sick... The.company
management wenVAintp SrAtaie of
eshock when they and
found out how easily wie coUft}lest
everybody. Infcpriatlon /infec-
tious, and the legal Implications
are quite dramatic.” . .Vy*r '

; said, hovtever~thapthe wastes entered ¢,
*from fhéjFIrst Street sdwér into which f
plantdiscMirges;; ' ; A N \
been assured |y Dow itnany times thai P
;tes are not’getthig into the irtver,™ Mr.
pbehatader said in an interview/ "Hreally con-
camsfme that this ptuff 1«.. . (noO being detect« y
yed bypow’a monitoring CcjuipmenC,i./ {4 o

y'TT~couldbesampli~thM fp'W atertothia- >
lveé while the heavy urs: on the bottom go -
detected. These . nexaddorobotwjBes .are e
Nwg carcinogens."” mi;ve ;' o» oo

He? said DoWs monitoftit% ‘nompany
t Acontinuous samples of the sewpf'wastes —
tected stmltgr discharges of taMVnstes In
the ptest and the companyhad sent. M divers to
cleaitthemup.r. 0 x g v ptil A ¢
.. While the leveb of.hotfi tbé didxhtiahd furtbs
vwrejin the parts per billion, the.,
1”netevt ] )
QG me suosiances ui

itand a gpteqt polluter pidisking water
eyt e R JV
iEnvironment Minister James Jjrédley' Tih j
"d ateppMA?™"ph the®
rafter thediscovery.» -]
The. bottom sludge was detected Jr* August, |
'i184, by divers fot tpe Great Lakes I*hute who :
” took samples of wter*poc” of chemkabkobaiH {
y,tipg on the bottom of the iJrsfe#heton&.First j
” Street sewer empties from the Dow SRR

rA spokesman in Mr. Bradley”s*hfc”said the ]
ministry Is concerned thifwisii\disfbarges e
may hhve been going on fof yeartrw(ttipbt d“ec-, m
tlon. The fast-flowtng river everituMly.disperses
the tar wastes even™thoughthey i*Hnhchbeavi-
er than water and.sfhk to the pottOnm;
" The ministry t6 sendte”’boats flrij  He the
Hver Off the Dow planEln Samla"
the'precautlon

*dloiro in raw

Jif ui“ »/ >——s-r— '

Wallaceburg watery the JnhHstrfl .
aaid.dtjs highJywnbkeiyibata —A"- wUtbei
. detected since the,tats were madre. 4,
-thaaayear” ghtHdnictry ¢itr

Mr>.Bradley's office hsa a loth*"
_.analysis of ah spilte Dow has oth™".
I&MmrisOYSi
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