Dr. Keith Fairley
107 Collins 3Stroet
Helbourne, Austrelia

Deoar Dr. Fairleyt >

I have Juat returned £nem trip. L

investigation into the manner of safely apreaﬁ!n& the .
comrerelal activitiea of the Etvhyl Expors. Govp@ration
in the Huropsan countries. Until & short bime .ego
business opeorations of the Corporation in Austrd &a .
were handled through the London offloce, and g1l matters o
ineluding medical supervision were in theory, ab lemaby
the responsibvility of Mr. Bevan, the London commercial. ;n
representrtive. 1t now develops that 4t 4 _wnove loglcel.

to hendls the entire matter throush the New York office
snd &n as rmch a8 I am personally and professtonsily _
responaible for all medical matters yelated to the speratﬁona»'
of the Hew York office, I have become interested in. obtaining
a3 meh informasion as possible sboub the developmenta in -
fusbtrelia, and in h&k&ng oontsots w&th nr. Tegnav, and, wlbh
goursolf, s S y

X hava every reason ﬁﬁ bal&eva hhab chere
15 nothing in the present situatlon in Australis which -
requires my immediabe abtention. On . the other hand, 1t

geoms to me quitd comseivabls that you and I mey profib

mmabually in some dsgree Urom acquaintance with aaoh.obher
even Shrough ourrespondoncs.. It is: cersein thag I can .
profit to the extendt of: at least knowing: Suat what questiona,'
1f any, are arising end just what 1= boing done in this. .
gonnestion in all parts of the world in whioh I have at -
least a nominel responsibilitys Accordingly T ‘ahould be
very happy 4f you would cosmpmnicste with me and lebt me
know Just the manner in which your work aibeﬁna*carried
out at the present time, and especlally i bhere are a

ques tions which have ariaan in which X ¢an-ba of

assistance to you, ‘I shall be very &a& ko aﬁquutn ‘
with our gensral program both In Lhia gountyy and abroa
in providing for entire safety for workmen . angaped in
mixing Ethyl Fluid with gamoline, and X ahould be glad. aia
to give you avalleble information as %o the steps which -
wve are carrying out in this leboratory in tnllowing quast
of public Bafety which are involved in the 4 ahributiun
Ieadncontazning gegolines., i

Thara 1a ane noind l:m Biak - rnferanna'umn
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i 1ke &o nake inquiry¢ ‘I shall not give the exaat qnocnbion
‘but I noted that Dre. Badham stated that his department

Ui gonesrned in & measure %ith cheoking the safaety of men
+ employed in the mixing operations. His words were to the
effect that slthough no omses of lead poisoning had develop
-among these workmen, there were evidenoss that aome degred
“of lead absorption wag ocourrings ' I em not quite certain .
a8 to what evidences of lead absorption he may have been . '
referring tos I mssume that he probably meant that soms or;;,;
the men so engsged were showing basophilisc stippling 4n -
their blood. %He have been followtng a8 representabtive group
of these men in the United States over a periocd of yeurs .
since 1926, and in addition to blood exsminations on all :
men, we have followed the lead ekeretion of a rapraaentahive
groups The results «¢ our analytical examinations indicate
beyond any reasonabls doubt that the lead absorption of

these men is insignificant. HNow, if the equipment used

for mixing in Australia is equaled# in excellence with that
used in America; and if the regulations for the promotion .

of safety in Australia are adequate, there should be no
more hagard in this occupstion os¥nrer than thers iz here.

I mast, therefore, gquestion the meaning of Dr. Badhanm's

remarks in his report, and I wish to know as much as I cen
vithout meking n trip fto Msbtralia at the present mbout the
menner in which the whole program Is being hendled there. ‘
I shall enter into correspondence with My, Tegner to obtain

the facts and details as to the equipment and its handling,
but I will we very much pleased 1f you would let me have the
results of your experience and 1f you will give me your
opinions not only on the safety of the present activities,
but of anytning which in your opinion might improve, conditiana,
granting that there is any need for lusprovemont.

I am partiounlarly anxlous to keep in touch
with all of the medicel men who arse concernsd with this
problem not only because it is my responsidility to do aso,
but also because I want to make sure that the experience

- which we have had and the facts which we have been able to
- develop by a rather extensiva experimental program are made‘
'generally avalilable and useful-

dofﬂially yours,

- RAK:IS . Tobert K, Wehoe, W.D.
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