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Federal Insider: Survey says veterans strongly -back legalizing medical marijuana

Survey says veterans stmnqw back legalizing medical

marijuana
By Joe Davidson

A worker tends to cannabis plants at a medical marijuana plantation in Israel in 2012. (Baz
Ratner/Reuters)

Veterans tend to be an older, more conservative group, but that doesn’t stop
them from advocating for a radical change in direction from the nation's
outdated policies on marijuana.

The American Legion, represents many conservative veterans, but that
doesn’t stop it from taking progressive positions on certain key issues.

A survey released Thursday by the American Legion, the nation’s largest
wartime veterans’ service organization, indicates near-unanimous support
among veterans for research on medical marijuana, with an overwhelming
majority supporting legalization of the drug for medical purposes.

[Finally. a degree in mariiuana: But it’s not for stoners or slackers.]

The Legion adopted a resolution last year calling on the Drug Enforcement
Administration to reclassify marijuana from its current illicit status to a
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Bytdue ny d¥h diheal egiom iatiome d i ceceg meardzensoosra gsabagio nimid inoténGal
necaczd vaehon praeticesthenoaatsodimfdd dosephl N APlenizbem dbeprivately
brgdecatieicas pokesmaa proeéyctoul dpetatfionthe organization’s national
commander before they could vote for the president of the nation.

“‘People ask ‘aren’t you a law and order group’. Why yes we are,” said Verna
Joevsd, nireerfiesyian’s sxsogtiie dite Gofo sl dopegsdclinfesence with members of
Congress. “But we’re also a group that takes care of veterans. And when
Redgemd s gonexltcal sramijusana athertieybn dragtiremt tisensankiag 6802 peopde,
650 vete ihesreand@Ge thanl dardgeversaarittatéqnréd favor medical research
on it and four-fifths support legalizing medical marijuana.

The Legion made it clear, however, that its support of marijuana ends where
fGubegihfor medical cannabis, and research on medical cannabis is high
across veterans and caregivers, all age ranges, gender, political leanings and
Yecgvaph iy sanithat reenodeatidd MfeoAmidrieDdregierbisdiEgieadwddaling for
cerreadimckinesswleyaigutve | atgatatement said.

Bhistvecoinepof tantgralnisodies sivevmowes focoramagieniza ionsthat geprigaéints
trde supbaristbel yesdadcfofiRtemide ahd rine s uacep iulisd itoiwtibpslldhe most
important limitations are that the sample was limited to a list of landline
pholrest mondth doewldghoaxatged sl vatepaiosvietoy Relpablnaly legislahiolls as
well thestumingiahCornetaran Fosseis]ProasdticoriBeotaidenéfmdiuibitheglist.
Alsofittensiaivieyre dromfenineesiogdabis asomautomsiiecerscanddrhvonge clBlsat
has thetibarahsoiteliminating human bias in those asking survey questions.
But\iVeehidves power eddpdratidrarstgeriden pgephadromvibesmilitary, the

Legion rebuffed him, saying: “Any requirement that disqualifies an able-
“Thetfedreaipgosemimentdessiligdrio thea Anest o esesiptes fd ba dpaserhEolely
aboul pam italjsovesssdrirgatdfiechomreditialess uend cerhielelaat s nGhiouk]”
said fRepstdatiaEhezctinil gyebtoaapbstd hés Aparitsanlegiskatielieon the
reclgssimeatipfdhe seordeleadershiate frites icditerye arcth nall, rectaibly, the
relatwedgidendk congressional action.

« After the August white supremacist violence in Charlottesville, the Legion
Thersdsl rocad sidp poth&brtinosdiveth o atisibis ther Gasnfedienstec dtapgareshy very
accodeifigttorirenivhvegrican,” because the Confederates waged war against

the United States.

« Geography: “The support for research and legalization is spread across

the country, in states where medical cannabis is currently legal and in
states where it is not.”

« Political orientation: Among veterans and caregivers federally legalized
medical marijuana is supported by about 9 in 10 self-identified liberals,
almost as many conservatives and 7 in 10 independents.
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« Age: While support for medical cannabis research and legalization drops
the older veterans and their caregivers become, it remains strong even
among senior citizens. Among those 60 and older, more than three-
quarters favored medical marijuana. All in the 18 to 30 age group agreed.

It's worth ﬁoting that 60 percent of those surveyed were 60 or older. That's
one reason for the finding that “the majority of veterans surveyed that are
using cannabis are over the age of 60,” according to the memo.

“It is also clear from the survey that veterans are accessing cannabis to assist
them in states with and without medical marijuana programs,” Five Corners
added.

Veterans and their caregivers are not alone in favoring a more sensible
approach to medical marijuana. A Yahoo News/Marist poll found 84 percent
supported it in March, including majorities of Americans of all ages. The
lowest level was 65 percent among those ages 69 and older.

The Legion is making progress in its quest to change Uncle Sam’s old ways.
Last week, all 10 Democrats on the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
urged VA to research the impact of medical marijuana on chronic pain and
post-traumatic stress disorder among veterans.

So far, however, the Department of Veterans Affairs has not changed its
policy. VA Secretary David Shulkin, however, has indicated a willingness to
examine medical marijuana when federal law allows.

“There may be some evidence that this (medical marijuana) is beginning to be
helpful,” Shulkin said when asked about it in May, the last time he commented
on it. “And we’re interested in looking at that and learning from that. But until
the time that federal law changes, we are not able to be able to prescribe
medical marijuana for conditions that may be helpful.”

Read more:

Will VA chief be voice of reason on climate change and medical marijuana in
Trump administration?
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aeap creates ‘greater risk’ for opioid abuse

New law targets managers who retaliate against
federal whistleblowers

The legislation — approved unanimously by both chambers
of Congress — is designed to stem management retribution

by making supervisors face disciplinary measures for their
actions.

By Joe Davidson | Columnist « Read more »
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