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CITY TO PROPOSE OUTLANWING OF ASBTNSTOS SPRAYING

MARTHA DEANE: Now, Cormissioner Rickle, when vou were here

in PApril ycu - now that, you know., as the mest - crower moctings

were conductesd, first we take care of the old business, well I
didn't take czre of nevw busincas - l.at Yoo Lol crsoul b
o provent rey huilfinee from hrirc  enest Al with achaeean ore
rid of the asbestas spravina. How's that comine alona?

RORFRT RICKLES: I think verv well. Since we were here,
we helc sublic hearines on the probler, rcally, wvhich were nuch
wore shocking than I had thought the mreoblem was. Foir instance,
we had the Sccretarv cf tho Achontes Workeors
e reported thar 303 of the peopie in his union who had cieq,
their mortality rate is much hicher than the normnl population -
50% of his pecrle had died from some farm of cancer, which is

really very startling, and another 10t of asbestos, which is a
WAl LUlG3. AL Ul padlaialaly wi aun GS5Sueslos wornor
who smokes of dyino is 92 times higher than that in the general
populatiln.

As a tesult of these hcarinos, the ne: city code, which is
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going to bec published in the city record, either next veek or the

week after, they're goino to the printers already, will outlaw -
will propose the outlawinc of the spraying of asbestos in the
city of lNew Yoik. The Mayor has already announced the abolition
of spraying of asbestos on any city projects. So I think that,
certainly by the fall, whern the code will becone effective, we
will have stoppec cormpletcly the srraving of ssbostes now, and

I think forever. 1In addition, we've initiated a project within
the department to cvaluaic whether the demolition of ruildineme
that contain asbestos is a threat to the public health, and if

it is, then within the next year we would prrpose to outlaw

the usc of asbestos in ceonstruction, however it's applie@d - whether

ir’s annliad in choet forr =r srrae Be ;Wi Com't want ta
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becausc however bzautilul the buildines looks today, we k=o' frem
Rew York's hustory of growtih and rogosueth, thnt she midA,, ~te

going to come down at some point in the futurc, and if we cannot
find a2 method of demolishing a buildinag without the ashestos
oettina into the air, then I think we're going to have o . ecutlaw

acskecstes,

DCANE: And there arc other kinds of fire prevention materials?

RICTIES: Yes, this is our understandino, At least two are

being evalunated now by the Ruildinqgs Demartment for amproval.
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