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it has peen some ti since we nave correspond
to reswce where we le¢t cff lastilne. The spe
Lhis levter arises ivom the ccrresponcence vl
recencly in connecticn with two cases of tetra
tredated by Drr. Bleckburn snd reported in some
scilcence slsg coadaélng & copy of your letier o
E&LJ“,LuP- It yeems wise in view of this wnol
yCou our redaction to the conclusions, arrived a
cacivsly, conceaming tae erfizacy of 3L ia Lh
einyl lead poiscning. I am told that Dr. Zlac
country and tnat I shall probably have &n op2C
ciiis matter with 21l iz person. ddeanwnile, &
oul opinion.

= have $ONE. over Lie case sscords on the Luc !

available, &and I am frank to say that I find n
tiiat would glve me any great assurance that th
SAL nad aatserially influsncasd thie cubcome 01 L
courses were 1n no wilse to be regarded as unus
Tliese cases g&lways nhave thelir ups and 3owns, &
lheir recCvery h&s Lteen such as to glve cne ih
virtually veen snatched from the grave. A num
vhen ome would have cxpected them to die, and

ey were sxpected te survive. Lhcse vagarles
&nd course of a disease are, therefore,charact
and nct <i 1ts trcetment. I do net mean to sg
bLeen useful. I feel gquite certaln that & nunb
viriue cf the Jjudlcious use of barbliturates za
adequate supportive treetment. However, I see
that there 1ls any dramatically successful or s
cases of Dr. Blackburn are no exception.

A‘."

Juere are & anumper of geod experimzntal resason
usefulness of BAL in this condition. Experime
Gilman in this cduntry vhen he was with the Ch
nave veen regorted to me informally. Tluey see
clearly that BAL does not save the lives of &an
dose of tetraethyl lead, whether the latter is
i ter the ILntozication haz develcped. (Othei e
terred to in an article of ours in SCIENCE, of
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We have a hope, which we are undertaking to i
glucocide, which has low toxicity, may be emp.
some pericd of time to elimlinate lead from the
rapidity. If this 1s feasible, it might turn
in dealing with certain types of men unduly e:
occup&tions. However, even this type of ther:
used carefully, after thorough-goling lnvestigt
release of lead from the erythrocytes of the 1
a maintained elevation of the lead in the pla:
injury to susceptible tissues. On the whole
a matter in which we should go slowly, belng °
coursge the use of BAL in cases of this type,
carefully controlled condlitions. I am frank -
hesitate very much toc use BAL 1n the case of -
unless I had reason to feel that the chances :
ratient were negligible.

I have pointed this out to our people in Lond«
that they should avoild communicating to anyon
we have demonstrated an adequate method for tl
cf poisoning.

I should be glad to hear from you on any acco
you care to comment on nmy remarks.

With kindest personal regards,

FAK ef

Copy by air mail.
Original by steamer.
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