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This is a status report about the vinvl chlorid

monomer oroblem:-

u

Several weeks ago 725 requested by

SPI the PVC
resin producers ifo take an active leadership role in
assisting them in their activity with OSHA. Previocus-
ly, +they had been working through the Manuifacturing
Chemists Association conducting inhalation studies.
Evidently, MCA policy does not permit MCx to act in z
rep*ecentativo capacity before OSEA (although it is
continuing sponscrship ci the inhalatlrm work) ang,
therefore, SPI was asked to assist and we agreed to
~elp.

Since the PVC resin producers are acutely aweare
of the Droblems, +his communicetion is directed o the
processcers and vovpo~nders cf PVC.

On 2pril 22, OSH2's temporary stancard 1810.82g
became effective. VYou have received informzticn about
the standard which aprlies to processors. Oversimplify-
ing the standard requires that workers not be subject to
exposures oI  VCM in excess of 50 ppm. The standard cglis
fcr monitoring for VCM znd reccrdé-keeping.

We have been contacted by a number ©f Srocessors
ask;dg how they can comply andé thsv nave. esked uvs Ior
gssistance. We are in the process cf contzcting compan-
ies who manufacture air monitoring devices. Ths methol-
clogy for conducting the monitering will have to be
establiched.
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1. Develcp the methndology I mCRItoIring VOM.

2.  Cecnduct, throuch a consulting flrm, 2 survey oI 2
oumber ¢f large Iabricztors U otasl emioliog!
cdata. (Hisgtoricsel mediceal nE
reaction to exposurs oI VCM

2. Obtain information about th
measurements in processing

4. Conduct, throuch a consulti
economic impact ¢Z a propos
setting a zero level.

For the time being, we recommend that you conta
one of the air ecuipment manufacturers shown on the at
list to discuss vour situzticn with them. As more sur
we will advise you.

Depending on +the proposed finzl standard, we are not
in a position to give vou any other recommencations. We are
aware of vour situation. We will do all we can to assist
vou, 1.e., should processcrs be included in the final standard
which may reguire extensive tesiing, we will try o arrange
programs with varicus testing laborztcries.

Both Jerrv Heckmzn and Tom McCGrath, who is the stafd
man responsiple fcr administering this latest crisis, are
extremely busy and I urge wvou, if at 21l possible, to please
not call them. I will keep vou advised of the situation as
it develops.

Should any member have informaticn zbout levels, if any,
0of VCM in their plant, vlezse send this informzticn and any
type oI information you consider relevant to Tom McCrath.
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Your understanding and assistance In our latest crisis
is ¢reatly aporeciaied.
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