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EAST_CHIC/GQ PLANT OF INTYRHATIONAL SHELTIRQ sKD REFIRING COMPANY

At the time 1% was sbut down 1z August of the surrent
yesr, tdis plant consisted of o lead refinery, an oloeﬁrolytiu
white lead plantg and.a 2inc oxide plazt. The lead refinary vas
constructed in the year 1912 in connestion with the Tooele
sgelter, It had e 1n1t1a1'capueity of 5,500 tons of lead per

month which was later increased to 3,000 tona. TYor the past

thirty years, 1% ¥as used to refine the lead recovered from xine

Plant residues at Great Falls and ZXass nflonu es well as the lead
produced st Tooele, Subseguent to 1929, thc_quantit: of lead
avsilabdle for the retinnri declined to betwesn 3000 and 2500 tomas
2er sonth. As the result of the saall intake snd the Jioadily
mounting labor eosts, the cost of refining became excesaive,

Ia the Spring of the current yerr, the Anariean
Smelting and Fefining Compeany which osperstes a losdtretinary at
Omaha, Nebraska, offered us a refining contraet which figured.
out sbhout £5.00 par ton better tham we eould do. 7This comtraet
was sccepted and rums for s period of ten years. ‘It covers
thoe refining of lead produced at Kast Helens as wvell as st
Toosle. Tbe lead is returned to the Ansconds Sales Company and
is guaranteed to conteim less than 0.1% of bilaafh whieh is &
better grade of iéad thar we were able to produce vith the
facilitiens at Yast Chiocuro. The lead is returned at Omsha with
trenait privileges coarrespondiang to those we kad at xnti Chieago. k&f

Aside from the fact thst the terms offered last Spring by the
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Ale}icaa Smelting and Refining Compiny are more favorable thaa
any terms previously offered by that company, the contraect com-
tains & ner c¢lause providing rbr‘tho raturn of 90% of iil bismuth
in excess of 0.25% as refinesd métal rezdy for the market.

Tooele lead Qornully contaias about 0.,25% bismuth
whiech was not recoversbdle by the refining methods in use at Xast
Chicago and at $imes made the sale of the lead difficult as 1%
was considered -n.obJoctiontblovilpurity. Three or four ti;cl
during each year, a by-product of the Anncoida smelter whieh
contsined ccnnidgrahlo bismuth as well as some lead, was shipped
9 the Tooelse anltor for the producticn of a lead dullion son-
taining from 2 to %% of biezuth. This bullion was used iz the
¥hite Lead Flant and yielded a Bismuth residue ruanimg Qboit 90%
Bi whieh was roadily refined to bismuth metal rumning 99.9%% B4,
Production of bismuth from this source amouated to 3,350,000
pounds for the pdlt ten years and yielded groas profits of
nesrly $2,000,000. Under the contraet with Omaha, the gquantity
of Bismuth to be returned to us will be substantislly the sane
as ths possible recovery with our former practice. The opera-
tions st Tooele are simplified in that the so-cslled "bisxuth
runs® will no longer be necessary. A

The White Lead Plant was estadlished at Zast Chicsgo

in the yesr 1919 2nd used a novel eleetrolytic process developed

by ¥r. Zlaer A. Sperry. The plant is capable of producing abous

10,000 tons of white lead per year, At the tiae the plant was 03
. . !
built, it wss considered worth while parily becsuse the new /\
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process was expytected to produce a white lead of superior guality
end partly beczuse 1t provided an additicnal outlet for {ead in
tingl of slack demamd., Thare was a consideredle margin between
the price of lead amd tq- prieo of white lead. This ngr;ll has
tended to dini;ilh and tio denand for white lead has steadily
decreassd on sctount of sompetition from other white pigmeats
de;oloped during the pest twenty-five or thirty years, such as
lithopone and titsnox,. ‘Tho future of white lead is now come
sidered somewhat upcertzin snd since the plant is mo longer
needed for the recovery of bismuth, it seexzsd sdvisudle te go out
of the white lead business.

In 1922, 1t wes dacided to estadlish a zime oxide
rlant &t Fast Chicﬁgo and in 1923, a similar pleat ta-'built at
. Akron. These plents ware justified oa s besis similar to that
applying to the ¥hite Leed Plant, vix, the spread beivxeen the
price of zine o;ido and aetallie zine and the need for inorsas-
ing our marke} for metalliec sine. The letter consideration was
perticularly iaportant because up to sdout oi;h{ years ago, the
contracis under which we purchased concentretes for our sinc 
plants, obligated us to p;y for the z2imec regardless of our
ability to market the metal so purechesed. During the past eight
years most aof our large zine concentrats shippers have gone on
s toll basis whersunder we treat the concemtrates on agreed up-
on terms and retura the recovered metal to the shipper. This

type of contrzet has reliwsved um of what formxerly was s comsider- \

able market risk and since so mach of our zimec business is mow ﬁ:\
N
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on thie basis, we 4o not need the outlet provided by the zine
oxide plent. in fuet, our own zing 1z at times sesrcely sufff.
cient to provide the needs of thé'Brasa Plants., ZYor ths past
year or two, the ozxide plait has been operatihg at a very reduced
scele on secondery sine 2etsel, the supply of whieh is uncertaia
end fluctuates Detveen wide limitg. For $hese resasoms, it was
eonsidered adviseble to drop out of the zinc oxide baainesi.‘
ve ware fortunate in being eble to dispose of the

Enst Chicago plent 2t a price of about él,ooo.ooo to the Xugle
Pienpr Coupagy. They propose to use it for the treatment of
gecondary leed, such as dattery plates, and the production of
zinc oride from secondary metal end o;el.produebd from soae of
thelir nineu. Threy may continue the operation of the Ehite ﬁcal
Plant. *hey are iz the pigment dusiness on s« eonsideradle scsls
and the plant 43 well edapted to their purposes asnd is well
located. Yor varjous reesons, they decided to eless dowva a

plent they hgd in Cincipnati adout the time we decided to dis-
continue operutions at Yest Chicago. The acquisitionm of she
plant by Ragle Picher ssemxs like & logioczl step. In additiom to
the money which we receciveld for the p;nnt'and ad jacent unocccupied
lend, %the dilcontinuaﬁce of our operstions relessed approximately
two and ose~half million dollars tied up in warehouse and process
inventories., Thus, the transaction made availadle to Anaconda
for other purposes approximately three and one-balf milliom dollars,

Savings in lead refining costs may be estimated st 2$200,000 per year.
'
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operations is thﬁt on a consolidated basis they broke eves.

FL/TR®
Datober 23, 1946
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