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Brain cancers
remain mystery

Researchers have only suspicions
about studying chemical plant case

By HAROLD SCARLETT
Pest Exvirenment Writer

admitting years of studies turned up
wo prool, stil! bave a “gut feeling”
that yet-umidentified chemical expo-
sares may have caused excess brain
Lancer deaths fn chemical
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of brain cancer studies

tted.
At Union Carbide, NIOSH found 19
brain cancer deaths, or double an

expected 9.6 deaths. Among workers
with 10 to 15 years on the job, the 11
deaths were more than triple the ex-
pected 1.2 latalities,

At Dow Chemical, a total of 25
doaths did not greatly exceed the
expected 21.1 brain cancer fatalities.
But for Dow workers with 20-plus
years on the job, or who were hired
from 1940 to 1944, brain cancer mor-
tality was about double the expected
rate. - ’

These patterns lead Reeve and his
William E. Hal
and J to be-

after a complaint by a plaa
to the Occupati oal Safety and'
Health Administration about brain
cancer cases at the plant.

At that time, the National Cancer
Institute was finding brain cancer
deaths at three Beaumont-Port Ar-
thur refinerics, and thoae initial find-
ings Jed to a broader joint study by
the NCI and NIOSH,

That study turned up 33 deaths -
about double the number —
at the Gulf, Texaco and Mobil
refineries,
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conduct its own , origlnally
scheduled for completion in late
1981, A Mobll said last
week the study is still incomplete,
but the regults should be ready in a
hl‘r‘mougn hile studying th

eantime, w ying the
Union Carbide cases, NIOSH heard
reporta of more brain cancer deaths
at two Texas City refineries —
Amoco and Marsthon. Subsequent
checking showed no excessive
deathy at those refineries.

eries, the NIOSH report disclosed,
NIOSH looked at Braszoria County
death records.

‘Quite unexpectedly,” the report

said, “it was discovered that 33 per-
cent of all braln tumor deaths
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“We may be lucky enough In the

future to discover a chemical cause
at another plant,” he

by looking .
sald. “'But that is not a Bigh -

mm‘,. ”
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