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Today thw A, ¥ilhselm Company occupies 28 buildings whieh
oover 20 aores in Reading, Pennsylvanis. A branch of the Glidden Company,
4t ia the largest producer of syndicate stors mnti, varnishes end enamels
in the worldee- & fiold in which the Wilhelm Company pioneered in 1010,

The story of the Wilhelm firm since 1919 has been & highly
important chapter in the story of the Glidden Company, one of the worldrs
largest producers of paints, varnishes, luéuen. cnmain and other products, .
But, from 1857, when Asron and ¥illisam Wilhelm founded their paint buainess
in Eeston, Pe., to 1919, when 1t became part of Glidden, the A. Wilhelm firm
wrote its own succees s$ory.

Originally ealled A, Wi{lhelm snd Brother, the company was
moved from Raator $0 Reading in mi. where it first ocoupied @ three-story
plant at 221 Poplar Streot. After its removal 30 Hesding, the young firm
prospered,

In 1878 Williem Wilhelm withdrew from the £irm and Walter 8.
Davis was brought intc the business, The company neme was changed $0 A.
¥ilhelm & Co. The company continued to grow and by 18686 Wilhelm profucts
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were being sold in eight diffsrent atates. Sales were steadily mounting,
 7Three years later Younder iaron Wilhelm died and the company

was incorporated as The A. Wilhelm Compeny. OCharles ¥, ¥Wilhelm, son of the

founfler, was president and !altcr. 8. Davis seoretary and treasurer,

For several years the new corporatiocn remained at the Poplar
Street location. The two-man paint factory had grown and now was recognized
as the largest paint manufacturer in Pennsylvanie outside of Philadelphis. By
1901 lsrger querters were needed.

Mz, Charles Wilhelm, in sddition to the paint factory, hed
acquired & nut and bolt works located af Third and Bern streets in Resding,

He merged thia_company with another, rem>ved the equipment from the nlant snd
the Third and Pern location became the new home of the Ae Wilhelm conpimy.

Growth of the firm continued. In 1018 more than 110 pcrasons were
employed in the Wilhelm plent aﬁd office. It was during this period that Wilhelm
originated 10-cent paint, vernish and enamel products for sale in chain end
syndicate atores,

‘The Wilhelm payroll numbered 150 in 1919 when the thriving firm
became en important part of the Glidden Company. Undar Glidden's banner it has
schieved even grester success. '

The Glidden Company itself was founded in 1670 as the (Glidden
Vernish Company, &s it was known until 1017 whan Adrian D. Joyce headed a

syndicate which purchased the company in its entirety,
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Less than three years later the new crgstization am inso
nationsl prominence through the consulidation of 16 paint and vernish eompanies
under ths name Of The Gliddon Company. Included in the consolidstion were
plants and murketing facilities in Coneda, California, Texas, lansechusetts,
Klesouri and Louisiena. Oue of the most important uf the new compsnies was
the A. ¥ilhelm Company, fieeding, Peazsylvenia,

This consclidstion, paradunuuﬂ firat led the company inte
the wide diveraification of produsts for which the nane Oliddsn ia known. In
addition to the wt#m lins of pum and varnishes, the company now begsn
menufecturing arssuiecal polsons, insscticides, dry colors, chwsicals and lin.
seed oil. |

| Wr. 3oyos and his ssscolates reslised from the cutest that certasn
scsential raw materials could be matufactured fa mors chesply than they eould be
purchased and that sontrol of these aw meterials would give greater sirength and
independence to the ocompmny. They a&lso knew this would provide plants and
squipeent which could be utilized $o sake othor products and to brosden the acupe
of their marked. '

This policy led Glidden into such sesmingly unrclated fiolds as
paints, -tooﬂa and chemiosls. Yeut, ssch mtep led logioally o the naxt one,
sach product to the one which followed, mmmp-mnmu-m
by Gliddonts linsaed 011 operations,

Linsesd o1l 15 sn fmportant raw msterial in paint ond wernish

" ond i 1ts 1919 cousolidation, Gliddsn soquired s linseed oil plent loceted in

ft, Louis. %he crushing seascn for the manufeoture of linsesd 01l lasted only
aix wonths and the plant lay idle the rest of ths ysar, UClidden, searching for
an oper:tion shiich would kesp the ivhnt tusy the yenr round, discoversd ite

machizery oould be used in orushing the dricd mest of She cocosmut into a

vegatsble oll. GLD32079
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Further sxperimentation revealsd this vegetable 01l could bo
further refined and made sdible. ind the paint company had enterod 4he tood
busineas,

To earry out this refining process, the company dbought an
ebandoned brewery amd its eguipment, smd the cocosnut oil becsme mergsrine,
hard butter, biscuit eostings and kindred products which are widely scld to
bakeries., The company then moved fDurther into the food bus_inuas.

Jergerine plants were purchased in Wissonsin, Illinois, Ohfo
and on the Pacific Cosst. The planés and facilities of E. R. Durkes & Co.,
Elnturst, Logg Jslend were soquired, as wos the Dusham Compeny, ax old, |
established desler in shred cocoanut snd other packaged goods, Ths entirs
food business then was comsolidated under the meme of Durkes's Femous Yoods
Ino., thus perpetuating the famed Durkes trand name.

It was at this point that foods, paints a8d chemicels meahed
together, To take further alventage of its wids gruoery outlets, Glidden
begen mamufacturing powdered ilmins. Paris 'gncn and other insecticides. as
and ocutgrowth of Glidden's interest in vegetisble oil processing and food
menufacturs, attention was d4rawn to the soya bean aa s source of food and
paint olls. .

After thorough investigation, the Glidden Company comstructed
8 lerge soyes besn processing plant in Chicsgo. This .phnt scon was producing
soye bean flour, scys besan proteins used in the mamifscture of plestics, paper
coatings, water thimned paint and leeithin, fmportant in the paint, wood pre-

serving, rubber, candy, baking and margarine induetries. _
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The (1iddsn Company's trnsition from paint to chemicals, pigments
and lead s sinfler, ‘

Pigments are as importsnt as linaced uil in the manufeture of
peints snd Clidden purchesed s chemical plant in order to sentrol i1ts pigments.
This gave the firm its f£irat contast with the printing dusiness, in whick colored
pigments also are used.

thite lead same with the purchane of the Euston lead Co. at
smfun, Penunsylvanis, snd ref lead w.th the purchase of the lietals Refining
Co. at Eamond, Ind. These ssquisiticas started enother ehsin of mew products,
emong them litharge, used sxtensively by rubber and varnish menufsoturers; type
metal and badbit: battery metal and copper powder.

Ttilisation of tin and zins, which osme t0 the leal plants in
scrap pro&uots; brought the coppany into thess infustriec. 7This led to ths pure
chase of ziue snd lesd mines in oalifornia and they, in tuwrn, to the buying of
the Sacrassento ¥Yalley end Rastern Heflrowed..

To sddition to unc snd lecd, the nines produced mn quantities
of gold snd silver. Smalters wers built to redover these precious metels, The
zinc becane xino oxide, used in paints and rubder. The érm. lend reaidues went to
lesd plants snd some Of the zine found 1% way into lithopons, an importent pigment.
Siros bu-ium was required for this profuct, Cliddsn bought barytes properties in
California sat degan production of barium sulphide snd dleached bdmium.

The diverazified devalopment of the company hes naturally hronsgt
atout 8 realipmeent of dndaan business, Paint end vornish production now gome
prises 3T per cent of the total volums, fo0d rodncets 3l par gosnt, chemicale and
pigments 16 prr cent and soys products 30 por csnt. %The A. Kilhelm Compmny of
Tesding ia & large and fuportant segmwant.

The genaral headcuarters of the Gidden Company ars in Clevelsmd.
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Clidder operates paint faclories in healing, Clevelsnd, Chicego,
£¢. louis, Hew Orlesns, San Prancisco, Los Angeles, Minnespolis, Toronto. Food
plants are located in Elshrat, Chiesso, Prilend, Borkeler, Rorwslk, o.; and
loussville, Fy. Alwo under Gligden operztion are a soys plant in Chioego, s
sosp faetory in louisvills, pignent Mu in 8¢, Helesna, Collinaville, Galkland
and Serenton, zine and barytea mines In California and peint stores in nejor
aitien from coast to coest. .

Under Glidden memmgensnt, Reading's A. Wilhelm Compeny has kept
up 1ts constent reecord of growth, A unifisd sales plan, togother with stendard-
izetion of produats and colors, have 1ed snles and production figpures to new
helghts, Today the 88 %ilhalm plants moy batween 400 and 500 employeus who
handle more thon 25,000 tons of paint products & yeur. |

President of ths Glifden Company and, therafore, of m A« Wilhalm
Compsny, is Adrian D. Joycs. MNr. Joyces is nntlonally farcus for his foresight
ss & leader in his industry. His policy of opersting s widely diversified yot
kighly integrated businens hes heen initated in many other busincsass,

Dirsatcr of the A. ¥ilhelm Company hranch of Glidden is Frod B.
¥ickhan, & Tesidant of Heeding, he directs the compsny with the title of
repionsl director, ‘

Other sxocutive officers of the Glidder Compeny sre R. H. Horsburgh,
vice president; 5. ¥. levenhagen, senior vice president; V. J. ¢*Primn, vice
president; Dwight F. Joyee, vice president, and J. A. Peteran, troasurer,
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