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The question regarding company safe practice for the ma of asbestos
products arose as the result of an MIC request, to the Connecticut State
»apartment of Health to investigate our procedures. After surveying our
insulation, shop, the state Industrial Hygienist, Mr. John 0. Pearson,
suggested by letter to this division, that we vacuum clean the shoE
floors rather that sweep them with a broom. Ha suggested that-we hook
into our existing vacuum system; however, our ventilation of this shop
consists of local exhaust ventilation which discharges directly into

hhe shipyard atmosphere,

during the last three years, a great deal of attention has been brought
to focus on.the use of asbestos. The concern for the use of this mate-
rial has restated-from an increased incidence of .mesothelioma, a form of

lung cancer.

Vary little is known about the mechanism which initiates mesothelioma
except that the asbestos fibers migrate to the outer periphery of the
dung, Once—lodged-m-the5|esofehellum*_ the-inetehafcion period“may beras
long as thirty years before a laesothelioma develops.

The existing ventilation system which was insv&Ilad in the Insulation
shop is the result of having recognised the danger inherent in the use of
asbestos-containing m aterials. It affords- the men working in that shop
adequate protection from exposure to asbestos fleers.

However, 1 have suggested to Facilities and Plant Engineering that the

existing ventilation system be modified to th« extent-thafa-xiust eollee- -
tion unit be installed to eliminate the exhaust of asbestos fiber into -’ ®
the shipyard. This suagestien. is based upon *ls fact that we may have i
created a greater health hazard than the one we tried to eliminate. The— 't~

lack of response to this complaint will lead. to,mtteafcual.._gnnf"vn».n, ——-.
< tsrrwlth"The 9805 MOTsuspeei we would be severely criticized by the -
State.J"paxtamt of Health if this condition w*s brought to their attention’\'
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