On PCB $+ud|els, Offlmal Says

ol products; it u made ut the
Krmmnrl:h rlnn: just south of

ITBPS Al! heing tahen

Monsanto (‘-o has spent more
than $1 million on sclentific
studics, monitaring the' use of Eust
ahr chemical PCB and seeking

f for it. a

spokesman reportad Sunday.
Howard L. Minckler, Monsan-
0 vice president and general
manager of its organic chemi-
caln division, made the state-
ment replying tochargeaby
US. Rep. William F. Ryan
(Dem.), New York, Fridny that
the Monsanto-made chemicnl
substance PCR is a threat to
the environment perhaps as

* grent an DDT,

Minckler satd the company
began = six-point program in
1968 aimed at ldmﬂm prop-
erly and x PCB in the

Minckler said, “to strictly con-

trol use of the chemical and re-
place those grades of PCB
which linger in nature.”

“it Is unfortunate that Con-
gressman. Ryan evidently did
not have ail this \nformation at
his disposal,” Minckier said.
"Just last month, we

of PCB in insrcticides. Even so,}
ws are asking the U.S. Depart-
ment of, Agricuiture to reject
any insecticldé which has PC
as an inert carrier.”

Also, Minckler sald, PCD
not » household product.

“T0 OUR knowledge, it is
used in plustic food wraps,
houss p-int:, cellophnne. [
phalt or tires,” he said, *

od in.a U.S. Department of the
Interior meeting whore we ex.
changed idens with some 40 sci-
entists and told them of our
findings and actions.”

The Monsaato official also
claimed tlul use of PCB is mis-

onvmmmunt (PCB stands for
“puly:hlorlnmd bipheny!” used
[T pintlclzer" in a variety

d by some investiga-
tors.

*For exampie,” he said, “we
do not know of any cucrrant use

- present o potential threat, will

chemical is compietely sealed §
a motal container, he added.

Reseatch conducted by Mon
santo hag shown that PCB *|
not a highly toxic materisl,”
Minckler sald. Thecompan
has concentrated further re
search on the few PCB on
pounds which degrade slowly,
he e

"Allnrnlu products for thexe)
grades, which reiain the func

be introduced later this year,”
he said.
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