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Dr. Lane and I have discussed the question of using asbestosD. Sc,.s ! 
in rice paper for cigarettes and cigarette filters, and we view this D. Garcia 
use with a very considerable amount of concern. While it is possible 
that asbestos in a cigarette filter could be bonded with other materials 
so that none could escape into the air stream drawn through the cigarette, 
there would always be the possibility of some escaping and being drawn 
into the lungs where it might lead to the development of cancer to the 
lung. This possibility is made more serious by virtue of the-fact that 
it has been demonstrated that asbestos workers in the United States 
apparently do not develop cancer of the lung unless they also smoke 
cigarettes. So you have here a situation in which an individual is 
exposed to asbestos and cigarette smoke at the same time. The 
implications for developing cancer of the lung are obvious.
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As far as the question of asbestos in the cigarette paper is 
concerned we think it should be pointed out that the ash from such a 
cigarette would contribute to the atmospheric contamination of a room 
with asbestos dust. We are already concerned with the potential 
environmental contamination which would result from burning papers 
fabricated with asbestos in incinerators. This proposed use in cigarette 
papers brings this hazard even closer to people, and we do not believe 
it is an appropriate use for asbestos.
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