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- I acknowledge with thanks receipt of your letter of November 30,
your Circular Letter Fo. W-131 to Division MHenagers in conneetion to tank
cleaning instructions. .
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You state "in our oplnion 1t is probably wholly unnscessary for
repair men and welders o use alr-iins masks in thelr work, if tbe tank has
besn thoroughly cleaned of siuvdge and gcale in a:glyﬂnca".

It would seem %0 me preferable to deéfinitely require welders and
repeir men o use air-line magks in their work.\lt-\ is obvious thet it might
bé unnecsssary if the tank has been 'ehoroughly cleam&;\, but how are you going
to prove that?  You are then leaving ait\har\with the-gafety men in the field
or the refineries the decision as to whsther the tank has been thdroughly
clesned, and this deeision will be based’ ‘on ¢pinions that mey or may not be
corregt. It would seem to me to be prsfarable to raquire the use of alr-lins
masks ip order to tekea no ehances whaﬁsoevar.\/

In othar worda, what I am\trzlng +to-point out is that I don't asee

- how you can dé¢finitely determine whether s tank hes been thoroughly cleened
and aired unless you run.rather extensive air tests to determine definitely
that there is no lead ccmtammation and in the absence of eny such comprehensive ¢
tests, use air masks and take no ghences.
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I also acknowledge with thanks receipt of copy of your letter of
Decamber 1 to Sinelair in connection to the conditions of the mixing plant at
Parco, YWyoming, I think you Have handled the situstion most excellently.
However, would 1t not. bs possible %o go ons step further and not make any more
shipments to this plant until your safety men has given it a elean bill of health, !
You just say the word sbout holding up shipments end we will be governsed acocord-
ingly until yom are patisfied that the proper remedy has been effected.

J. Ho Schaefer
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