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LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION

480 LEXINGTON AVENUE
6 NEW YORK 17, K. ¥,

AVOUST 12, 1952

SURJECT: "IHE DSPENDABTLITY
OF FUTUAE LiaD . LIRS

To Members of tho Lesd Industries Associations

The enclosed leaflet has Doen prepared to explain driefly wiy
consumors of lead may dejend ,n aloquate supplies {n the Julure and
the reasons far last yeur's temporary shortage. The Lodklet angwers
wita reassuring faots and plotorial charts Sased on these %acts some
of the misleading or misunderstsod statements mady about our lead
supplies snd reserves in recent ysars,

. While this leaflet will de given cs broad circulation 3s
possible by the Assrciation 1taelf, we feel that mem>ors can use it
to good advantage in reassuring their customers adout the future.

Believing that the wideat possible circulatisa of this leaf-
1ot will bonafit both producirs of o ad and Je ad products, the
Ass>ciatfon will supply oeabers with coples in quantitly for their
omn distridution as long as the supply lasts.

Sincerely yours, .
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o The Dependability of

FUTURE
LEAD SUPPLIES

Lead was the vt of the magor metals for »ha

. b the
Nuswnsl Prodatam Awhorwy revoked all we con
troly, pormuting bead 10 be employed in sy smoum
for any purpose. Thes freedom of xton with respat
80 lead rewle from wncreased wpplees currendly aval-
abl; o Amencan (onwmers.

» ®ow abvious thut the ippareee hortage of
lead phigung conumen 0 1941 rowited lrgm ]
short term view of the suaron. Remowal by the
Governaxar of nuimtons on the use of kead v a0
mbxaton hat the bosn fan of the lead wpply
unul“: sre now tesheed

cvet, every kead consuant 1 nterewed
kg term autlinod 23 well, i ahether be aan &':v::l
wpon the wiplcs of bl i the yoars 1 come b o

.?3 LEAD SUPPLY AND CONSUMPTION®
- A
’= Jacomoans i ‘.’

| |

- sty ot SN i e

g 1T
L T

. Lo, PR T

e 00 IN'I.O?. 1950 1988 mt.

l&ﬁm-m

3

L1A20015

. .

inpurtang aat oy 10 movpt the (nt that bod »
sgan wn (tee wpply dut to tey o vadervand ehy the
thangs that Bappened w thw boad ket ded hapye o
Only = it ey con the tutues e apprand A
wnderstindiag the Iats, @ moapponen thu thete
ftle B foat sbuna furvec svadabluy of Bod esepe
for thons bercd premats when the Bublim e n wprat by
mporaty curaondiniry nunoma o peduen ol conebi:
toney o By arumul controls mhak nullify the muc
wul sy of 1 bow of wpply iad domand. Cor-
Lanly the fad tha the boad sy mum wrrrated wwlf
e quably than dud the wnestan m wher o omenon
metabe sugun well for futurs

WHY (EAD 3UT7uil WERE SHORT
IN THE UNITED STATES ' (951

Lead o 4 workd commaniiey. The boand markee @
e countsy (annat ofxtats. whather pAcrment (on-
wolied or mat, independently of the workd marker
wuhowt darupong sormal diesbuton.

ta faent jean Amernaa comwmcn hve detved
thest kead from theee waincn, eah wpplyng sbour 2
cherd of the wrtal, with munor sanavoes from year o
year. These thre wunes ac weocs w the Unued
saten wtap, snd umports.

tm 199 the Uned Statey Goneranaw imponcd
wihag pracs om kad shah were uarcalivx slly be-
bre the wottd murket. Ae 3 cnwepaeme, forogw
Npen scre able 1o pay versl went 3 pound abuo
the Amcewan corling amd antrat bead, whah nn..lu°
free market, wauhkd s fuwcd 10 the Unied Seaten

Thes ouutred ot 3 tme when demand, buech here
and swoad, wae smimually inflxcd by defene pro-
grame. No one kacw v shat Kfeawe oo
menes woubl A amd everpone folt the aced of pro-
muong humulf sgamue powble shorges

Lead 1 0ot 2 w7 mctal 10 the ume creent 33 many
wher mctals. s kfensw appixauon (ullory dowly
the patterm of #s pexc-tine vage. Consoquenily. w
dudn 't take bung for forergn buyers to find themsches
w aa over bought postion and s facd with -
rency dutfuuloes thae prechuded further hoary buyng.

Meanwhile, 0 the fall of 1931 the Governmone
wok & more resltx poswion on the cavhing peice and
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. Scarcicy has become Pleaey

permited an advame hete of 2¢ per pound, bringing
the Jomnux prxce closcr g0 the workl murker. This
was {olloned eatly m 1932 by Congrrsional unp.n-
won of the lead untf. Alswo. i the fall of 193] the
Government rekeased some 30,000 tons of kesd from
the wockpde for mdusral wse 23 a0 cemergeacy
meawre, siace unkes had interfered with domeux
production.

With kad readily svailable m foreign markees and
mvencory positions of foreign conwumcrs improved,
bupiag wis bmacd to cutrent requitements, Coindi-
dentslly the dollse portion of thee forcign conwm-
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SOURCES OF SUPPLY .FOR U. S. CONSUMPTION

oty detencated 30 that dollary werc aoc readily aval-
ible for contaucd lirge volume punhascs. As 3
rem’s of these faron, foragn demaad eacl some-
whis and the prac docbned 10 2 pount here Amen-
ua consumen skl buy € & the acw caling pece.
The lead that « .ing 1931 had brra diverted abroad
aain bepan 1 enter the domesex murket which

fenod of oaly 2 fow wechs

&k » now exumured thar more than 1,500,000 w0as
of kead will be avulable for comwumpoon wm ths
councry s 1932, Tha i groseer thaa the ndusnal
onsumnption of this Country @ 07 [NX Fear —pese
of war—a0d 1 some 130.000 tons more than were
onumed w1931,

Obwiously the kad murket wn never 0 mh ow v
of balance a3 tempotsry comboons ndwated. The '
lead w4 there but pychology and comrols upsct i
sormal Junburion. .

For the last scvrral soonths every conumet m the
Unsted States has been able w0 buy all the lead be
wiors, And, ia addwwon, x » that some
100,000 tons have been purchascd for the sockpile.

(vwaal sepply 194638 incl.)

This more than replaces the 30,000 tom that wete
suthosized t0 be removed from it of which only
sbout 17,000 tons atually were cver allocated w

auusery.

V/HY THE LONG-TERM OUTLOOK

p-«dlmammdunwynﬂt«yn. '&lm»‘"‘!

ITED STATES IS ENCOURAGING

Ore reserves of any metal are dufficuk 0 extunacc
aad figures o rescrves must be wed mxh the gresew
cation of they may be dungerously mnleading. For
&onomic feasons, K is 6ot generally practxal foe 2
muniag company to block out i3 rexcrves for more
than a few years ahead of s mining operatinns. The
wnul practce is to try o fnd through acw develop-
ment wock exh yeae enough reserves to replace the
anount extracted.

Furthermore, fesctves change from tume to time
with changes in economic and technological condi-
vons. For example, 4 f1vorable cconomic climate may
add considerable amounts of low grade muerul co
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reserves and vne sera. Ths ducs vt change the
st of metal contemt xtually m the ground b
mercly what may be proftably eattated undet
groen st of nonoma condswns, a

Aluy, tevhaubgy oy ald L smwunts of oo
mwney cithes thegh better rvosery o bowering
won An crample was the Jovclopment of Mutatoa
vome yeats ag0 This procem onsdded operatony w
daw oy rexnes birge wanages of mascewl from
whah motal coukd nat previnnty have been profeably
curnted. No doubt othetimprinod pracises will by
developed. Righe ot the moment 4 grear amount of
devclopment work 1 bang eapended i chemaal
provosscs of metal rcfiming 1o teplae, o s saving, bre
refining praccwey or rmube moversble metals Aot
prevsonly moncrble. So far thew have only been
apphed commenully 10 4 few mutsh but there w
alwayt the povubidey that kead may evencually bencf
{rom acw ecuharqucs.

Weh the qualifcaons enumerated sbove, knoen
world reaerves of kad containcd in ore have been
chmared 1 the ncighborhood of 30,000,000 tons
Thae s about 2% to 30 imes aanual consumption.

Importunt. Cansdan praducens mmemly eimated
wcreancd potential ,wm{wmn of some 10 percene
Lutgely a8 5 resslt of opcning theve new propertics sml
drwovery of an wmportsnt new ore body by an emin:
g lurge producet. Opening of ncw properies
Mcaxo i 2150 expecred by producens there 1 ad w
mauntining Mcxian prokation a¢ high kevels

New properses i Prru, togxther with mlnpe
wnclter capacny, are expated o add ome 20 N
et to that country’s poeential prodaton. Importane
addrrons are abwo cxpected from Africa with increswes
comung from Morxco, Souhwest Afnws sod Eaw
Afrca, and powibly from am entircly new properry
sow undergoing dovclopment in Nigen,

In Auwtralu over the next fow yoars 3 sizable @
crease, perhups 20 percent, in potendul production
i ancicipated. I act, Austalun produen evimae
that based oaly on the tremendous reerves of the ex-
rring mines, they will be producing & the end of
the century, and the country is Large and sl litke

In this country the scarch for ocw ore hus been
spurred by (avorsble prices. A couple of new mines
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Nillisws of Tows of
ESTIMATED U, S. RESERVES
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have been found s Mivauri; 0 klsho xtivity hae
been partulacly motable with dinorvery of acw ore
badscs and important cxtenvons of okl once. Lead
o 2 by produt of acw pine mines alo will e an
spprawble soure of axul m the furure. (wly 5
shortage of kabor wems to be 4 deterrene (o conwd-
etably wmreaed prodution bt that Jocs et affecs
rrserves. In fxt, now Lbor saving mehods huve
already added thounands of tons of low-grade reverves,
Of great wnportame is the fxt that acw rescrves
.::Ms.mrym bong added cxh yoar a2 rae
replace of even exced the kead anually extracted.
Than, of reserves arc evimueed 3 0 10 yean henae,
they will probubly s diffcs much from today, jus as
ctumares 3 90 10 yean apo were not gremly Jitferent.
For iovtaexe o 191° heannpgs before the Subsom-
matre oa lavewigawn of Naronsl Rosounes of the
Scaue Commiciee on Public Lands were published. In
these heasings roprewentstives of the U. S. Burcaw of
Miacs and che U. 8. Geological Sunvey evtimated revor-
crable kad concaincd m reserves m the ground st
abowe 6,900,000 tons 1 1944, of abow 19 times the
average 19331944 rate of prodution,
However, i dhe tcport of the President's Matessals
Polay Commeson, published in June, 1992, rescrves
2oc extmnated ag about *,000,000 tons i 1990, of about
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16 wmes 990 prskacon. Thus nomarel reeno
were womewhat L-;hﬂ w1930 than i 1988 despue
the Tt that acarty 2,500 000 pons of Sead had been
mined from Unied Staces unes 0 the intemver.
ws pears. Boxh repors sdmet that the reserve Sgur
goven are mumms This clearly indnaer the Jangst
of wung rewne hguto of sy rmnoht Aue av 4
gurde to the life of the reen s beosuse they anme
o acventy tahe 1o st the aew rosenves opxaad
up cah ypear.

There 10 & further consderston to beat w mnd.
Whbe rewrves of lead contuned in ore have appar:
encly increased same $U0.000 rons o B perient 1 the
w1 years unedet disusaon, induunasl consumpuicn of
primary lead, has xrually been lew in cach of the years
wnce 1946 than o was i 1944, due to the ever wncress.
ing importince of wrsp 3 a soutce of spply.

Alw, there necd be Iintle concern sbout the fat tha
1a petiods of good buunew s ¢ nerd wrable amounts
of forergn ead 10 prece out our domestc supply. Mow
of our imports come from Merxo and Cansda, our
naghbors on the Noah Amencan Contunert. Those
t=0 countties have axounted for sbout 60 percent of
our imports unce the war.

1t should be borme m mand that over the Laut fous ot
five years, vien A 20 2 whole rathet than looking s the
yeans scparaciy. sorld Sead mpply and demund sere
o balance, even though our Government in that penad
®2v xeumulatng & wisrantial wockpee.
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