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Ban Urged
On PCBs
In State

Contaminates Fish
In Lake Michigan

LANSING, Mich. (AP) — Tha Na-
wral Resources Commission urged

contaminating fish in -

The chemical, polychlorinated bi-
phenyl (PCB) isused in a variety of
housebold commis-
on a national level aa well aa in

Michigan.

“We hope this state will lead the
nation n banning PCB,” the com-
mission said. Chairman Carl Johnon
sald he sees no aiternative to an

ban

Fish in Lake Michigan have PCB
levels above the limits allowed by
the U.S. Food and Drug Administrs-
[+{
)A has seized some ship-

caught in Lake M
because PCB levels were
be up to 20 parts per million.
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PCBs appear in a wide range of
{rom paper to hand soap

and also are used in Industry.
The sole U.S. manufacturer is
Chemical Co., of St. Louis.
company agreed in the early
19708 to stop selling PCB for some

agement the Department of Ne-
tural Resources.

There was no Lmmediate response
to the proposal from legislative
leaders.

Chemical leveis of DDT and most
other chemical contaminants have
declined in Michigan since 1970, tests
show.

"' But Turney said lavels of PCB in
Lnlu Michigan have stayed the
or increased in different fish

When PCB was first found in
Saginaw Bay in 1989, levels of the
chemical in catfish were up to 200
parts per mitllon.

“We're not unique. Other states, if
they take & loak at it, will discover
that they have similar leveis to con-
tend with,” said Howard Tsoner,
director of the DNR.

“T would like to see Michigan lead
the way (In banning use of PCBs)
because | think it could be mweh
more detrimental o mankind s
we hid remiized,” said Johnwom.
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