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His firet assignment aa °)%c? Surpoon wis to
take over the investigations of heslth conditions
ir. the lead and zine mines in the Joplin, Missouri,
district, which had been sturted by the Public
Health Serviee but in 1914 were assumed by the
Bureau of Mines. There was an extraordinary
prevalence of tuberculosis ameng the miners, and,
accompanying it. was an underlying occupa.
tional disease which they themselves recognized
and Jabeled “miner's con Doctor Lanza ex-
amined the miners at a clinic established for that
purpose at nearby Webb City, and, with Edwin
Higgins, Mining Engineer, made extensive
studies of ventilation, {emperatures, and dust
conditions underground. His first report (with
Hipging), published in 1918, covered the pulmo-
nary diseases among the miners and their rels-
tion {0 roek dust in the mines. His second, in
1917, was on “miners’ consumption.” And his

third (with Harrington), in 1921, had apecfal |

reference to lung conditions in the Montana aves.
About the time Doctor Lanzs began the Joplin
studies, the Public Health Service established
its Division of Industrial Hygiene, under Doctor
Joseph Schereschewsky, whe, as head of the Office
of Field Investigations of Occupational Diseases,
had just completed an exhaustive study of the
health of garment workers in New York City.
When World War 1 interrupted the mining
" investigations centering in Butts, Doctor Lansa
was assigned o the Laboratory Statioa in Pitis-
burgh, . under Schereschewaky's direction. He
was followed as Chief Surgeon of the Buresn of
Mines by Doctor R. R. Sayers, who had Leen
associsted with him ia the Joplin and Butte
investigations. In January, 1918, Schereschewsky
was given charge of the USPHS Division of
Scientific Research, and Doctor Lanza suceeeded
him ss hesd of the Division of Industrial Hy-
giene. While the war continued, this Divisien's
principsl concern was the health of the workers
in monitions plants and the environment ia
which they lived and labored.
In 1920, after thirtesn yesrs inm the Publie

at Cleveland, Ohio. This was an unusaal company.
All its executives were young men — noti¢ was
over forty; and its labor relations and social and
personnel policies were decades ahead of their
time. Being the head ¢.’ its Meodiea! Department
was & comfortable job, But Destiny hadn't been
preparing this man for Mtladotsllt It
allowed him 8 year of it, and then

tional Health Board of the Rockefeller Fmda-

. tien, which had been arranging to

Division of Industrial Hygiens in the National
Halth Service of Australis, coffered him the
position of Special Field
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aocepted. and — with Willwr Sawyer whe after.
ward Lecame head of the Internativnal Huulth
Board, and Frank Lengley, Engincer — »et 2ail
for “down under.” He was stationed in Mellourne,
the eapital; his Chief was Doctor H. L. Cumpatan,
Director General of Health. Australis, however.
was not ready for industrial hygiene superviniun
on & national scale, and the underiaking resulted
in not much of permanent value, The State of
New South Wales established its own Indusirial
Hygiene Division, which is still active; Lwt it
toak the exigencies of World War I1 o demon.
strate to the general economy the advantajres of
doing the same. After s little more than three
years — during which he had visited mines and
factories in all parts of the continent, sceing
and learning, and had venturcd & published com-
ment on his observations ~~ Doctor Lanza feit
that he had sccomplished all he could, notified
the Internations! Board, and returned to the
United States. He waa thinking of going back
{nto industry as a Medical Director — not, how-
ever, for Hydrsulic Steel, as it had Joet its
fdentity fn a merger — when the epportunity

. to joia Metropalitan Life Insurance Company as

an Assistant Medical Director presented {tself,

He says of this: “Fortunately for me, I had the,

good sense to accept.”

At Metropolitan, together with the late Doctor
Wade Wright, he conducted & consultation service
in industris! medicine and industrial hygiene for
the beneit of the many concerns whose group
life insurance was carried by his company.
Among these who worked with him side by side
throughout the twenty-three years he was with
Metrapolitan wers J. Wm. Fehnel, experienced
{a industrial hygiene, and Doctor Wm. J. 3e.
Coonell, quiet, capable possessor of vast wisdom
fa industeial medical matiers, freely shared when
it would serve & need. The varieties of working
conditions with which these men became familiar
were all that could be imagined, and the problems
they presented ran the gamut of the possible
and sométimes nudges e Impossible, A soone
discovered relation betweem the problems and
the kind of industry {a which they cccurred led
ta the insuguratioa of {ndustry-wide studies, and
beginning with its survey of occupational pule
monary disease in the asbestos fndustry, the
Metropolitan group became distinguished for its
indum'-ﬁdc analyses of the hasards (o health

in foundries, potteries, chemical planta, the
making of steel, and many other kinds of work.

In 3928 the Metropolitan Life erganization,
together with the Mine Operators’ Association,
the Public Health Service, and the Bureaw of
lines brought about the estadblishment, at
Plcher, Oklshems, & the Picher Clinic for the
{furiher invistigstion of miness’ diseases and
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“erking oaditiens in the Tri-State srea (Kan-
sis, Mis<ouri, Qilshoma). Two years Jater, at age
forty, Dr. Leroy U. Gardaer, already distin.
#ulshed as 8 patholagist and authority on tuler.
culosis and pneumoconiosis, became Director of
the Sarunac Laloratory, at Saranac Lake, New
York, and thereafter, st Doctor Lanza’s behest,
he and his Assistant Director, Donald Cummings,
gave invaluable uid to the Picher Clinie in advice
snd cnunsel, and Ly way of scientific research
that Lrought the Saranae Laboratory inte ene
daring fume. Reports of the Plcher entearprise
are found in various governmental publications.
Doacter Lanza and Doctor Gardner became great
{riends, und esck was 8 source of inspiration to
the other. Conridering the unusual ability both
possessed to inspire others in general, this was
& hich-voltage relation. The remarkable success
of Doctor Gardner's Symposiums on Silicosis in
bringing together scientists and pasesrchers from
all over the warld ewed much (o Doctor Lansa's

interested in the pneumoconioses. During the
1930's Doctors Lanzs and Gardner, together with

{zations, and legislative groups,
ing about & better understanding of occupational
diseases in their clinleal as well as their compez-
sation aspects. Doctor Gardner died In 3946, at
age 58, untimely taken in his brilliant prime.

At the cutbresk of World War II, Docter
lanza, on lesve from Metropolitan, was come
missicned Ligatenant Colonel in the Offics of the
Surgeon General of the Army, and put in charge
of the newly-ereated Division of
Health, Preventive Medicive Service, under the
direction of the iate Geners! James
who afterward became Deuaa of
Schoal of Public Health, This was an entirely
new enterprise for the Army, and it necassitated
much reshsping of traditions! attitudes regard.
ing the functions of a military physician, The
Armmy quickly became owner
manufacturing plants, and the operator of most
of them, the others being run by coatrastors.
Ductor Lanza’s Divisioa was eoncerned only
with, the Army-operated plants, but these pro-
duced orcnance, afrplanes, chemicals, elothing,
{ood and food containers, munitions, quartermas-
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. ter supplies, and whatever ¢lse the Army needed,

and, at the peak of the war effort, smployed
more thar a million people, about forty percent of
them women. Here sgain Doctor Lanza hed the
tenefit of Jhe sbilities and services of Doetor Wil-
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Sicmr ?-(t‘Coanell. who wus churped with the re-
spontibility of health supervision i the urdrance
plants. Under Doctor Lanza’s Division of Oc-
cupational Hesalth were the Army Industrial
Hygiene Laboratory, first set up In the Scheal
of Public Health ot Johns Hopkins, under the
direction of the late Doctor Raymond Hussey,
snd the Armored Force Medical Research Latwr-
atory at Fort Knox, betier knoun as the Tank
Laboratory, a most successful enterprise headed
by Doctor Willard Machle,

In 1942, Doctor Lanza was promoted to the
rank of Colonel. When he left the Service three
years Jater and returned to his position at
Metropolitsn Life, he left to hir successor,
Colonel Leigh Cook, the well-organized industrisl
medical program he had established in the Army.
This has been continued, and for a long time has
had its counterparts in the Navy and the Alr
Foree. The Industrial Hygiene Laborstory be-
came the Eanvironments] Mygiene Laboratory,
focated at Edgewood, New Jersey. Doctor Lanta
was awarded the Legion of Merit.

In 1947, Doctor Lansa wus asked by New York
Usniversity it he would be interested im orpanis.
ing an Instituts of Industrial Medicine in its Post
Graduste Nedical School. This ke considered o
challenge and an opportunity he could not ve-

sity’s eompulsory retirement system, retired in
1954 as Professor Emeritus he left it solidly
established, with Doctor Norton Nelson as its
able and energetic Director, and Doctor David
Goldstein, Medical Director of The Nex York
Timas, its Professor of Industrial Medicine.
Although compulsory retirement age has over-

. takep him twice ~—at ¢5 st Metropolitan Life,

and st 70 st New York University — the third
time is not yet, for now, at 76, Doctor Lanza is
still active, atill interested, writing and editing
withia his beloved field. Ia addition te cther com-
mitments, he is Editor-in-Chief of the series of
Nodern Monogrsphs ia Industrial 3Medicine
YGrune & Strattor) now sppearing from time to
time. One withes he would pen the varrative of
his long and varied experience. There is more
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than the aupgpestion of drama in many of lic
“cutalyzer” epinodes. Their stories all would be
interesting, and rome could have definite value,
purticulariy those of his contacts with the mili-
tury mind —- which knew nothing and cared less
ubout industrisl medicine, and couldn't conceive
of &n Army doctor in any other relation than as
serving troops. What he did, and the {sct that
he did it, ure history, but the firsthand account
af ke he did §t could prove useful in many places.

Ditar Lings’s thirteen years in the Publie
Heulth Serviee, 1007-10120, coinciding as they
did with the years of industrial medicine’s most
rapid and intensive growth, brought him into
contuet with practieally the whole range of
ftx peoblems; and his investigative, analytical,
and retentive mind stored up an encyclopedic
knowledge of their causes and solutions. This,
a5 the years were 10 prove, was excelient scientific
equipment for s Jong future as consultant. The
vear or so as Medical Director for Hydraulie
Steel reinforeed his practiesl background, and
his temperament and epecigl abilities furnished
all else that was needed to make that Jong future
a successful one. Interestingly, it does not appear
that sueh & future was the one he sought —- there
was even a period, just after his return from
Australia and while he was in an advirery
espacity with the National Health Council, dur-
ing which the corparative security of 2 Medieal
Directorship {n industry seemed much more
attractive. However, it was the future for which
be had Deen preparsd and the Guiding Hand
that had led him thus far was not to let him
stray. Industria} medicine slready had consul-
tants — in_surgery, disgnosis, tosicology, ad-
ministration, research, occupational diseases,
techniques in genefal. But, even sa, there was the
{aeling that more were needed, although what for
was only dimly semn. Tony Lansa's emergence

. ‘was & sort of cumulative snswer, It was gradual,

almost imperceptible as it came to pass; the sue-
cessive needs he filled had & way of seeming to
appear tangible only after he hsd met their
demands, or quieted their latent threats. And
80 his progress toward the eminence that (s his
was little noted as it went along, and thus was
unrecorded. And by the time it was realized
that he had become 8 eonsultant of such abilities
as gave new meaning to the term, it was much

too late for tinely memos eo how he got that -

way. In review, however, and because there is no
slternative, something of a record may be at-
tempted from several objective sourees.

One of these sources is the recollections of the

many who have worked with him or have seen
bim in action. He was always & “teaam™ worker;
never 3 “cause” man, or erusader; never pro-
tagenist in any individualistic purely lanza

.
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enterprise. The matter in Lind wua hie only
concern; and his attitude taward it was objoctive,
his interest in it proportional 1o its value in the
development of iodustria) medicine, his treatment
of it impersonal. In his contacts with organized
medicine, grudgingly aware of the new profes.
sion growing in its midet, ahd with industry, in-
lerested but unconvineed, he was the perfect liai-
son. Uneelfish, sincere, plain spoken — sometimes
almost blunt ~ his presence was felt, even when
his part in what was going on was only the
undramatic “passiveners of & catalyat in the
result.” Granting the “catalyzer” role, he gave
it his own distinction, Whether active or passive
in the action or reaction, he left sumething of
himeelf in it and asdded something to hin own
experience from it. He was toe foreeful to be
present without the one: too sensitive to leave
without the other. The influence of his personal-
ity was slmost tangibly and messurably a quiet,
palpable, centripetal foree, impelling townrd the
center of whatever was in hand.

AR this, throughout the years, built up a
second source from which, with search and pa-
tience, the record as to Tony Lanza's place in the
develipment of industrial medicine may be con-
firroed. This consists of the fmpressively large
number of references {0 him, items about him,
and comments on his work that cne comes upon in
the literature of industrial health, eccupational
diseases, and {ndustrial hygiene — “comes upon”
because they are not indexed and mostly they
occur in deatification with co-workers and as-
sociates, or with the subject of the text. An
sxample s found in & reference to “a world re-
view and evaluation” of “Silicesis and Allled Dis-
otders.” One reads: “This report was prepared by
the (Industrial Hygiena) Foundation's Medical
Commiites, undar the Jesdership of its Chairman,
Dr. A. 3. Lanzsa, and ‘brought together for the
first time 3 practical summary of what was
known and remained 19 be learmed about dust
diseasss.’ ™ Another oceurs in connection with ia.
dustrial medicine in Western Pennsylvanfa; he is
named as one of four distinguished men who
“figured prominently {s its development.” There
are many similar aflusions to his part ia what-
aver wax going on. But much more numerous are
such caprule encomiums as: “picncer in the ine
vestigation of industrial dust hazards in the
TUnited States™; “distinguished for long and in-

. struetive experience io industrial hygiene™:

“leader in the development of industrial medicine
in the United States and the world.” Students of
the published material on occupational diszeases
and indystrial bygiene encounter recopnitions of
tkis kind so frequentiy and in o many contexts
that they tike them quite for granted as fittingly
phrased and properly’ placed. In the permanence
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of the printed word, “A. J. Lanzs™ is an often.
met and much-respected name. .

A third source from which information about
this man may be derived is the formal, indexed
account of the books he has to his credit, the ad-
dresszes he has made, and the articles, reports,
and technical papers be has produced. These are
listed in several-chronclogies. Their texts ecn-
firm his distinction as indeed & pioneer in the
investigation of dust diseases in general, and
the identification of silicosis ia particular. His
bocks include Siliccsis aud Asbestosis (1938)
-= *“the still definitive book {n this field” — and
Industlrial Hygieme (with Jscob Goldberg,
1939).The timing of his articles and reports
shows the second half of them published in
1933.35 (the Jast two in J.ANM.A.), after which
It seerus that the “catalyser” part of his work
grew into first attention. His continuing interest
in occupational diseases, however, is evident from
his organ afilistions. He was a Trustee of
the Trudeau Foundation, and of the Industrial
Hygiene Foundation, sad in the latter, Chairman
of the Medical Commitise. In the New Yerk

. Academy of Medicine he was Chairman of the

Committes on Industrisl Health; in the American
Public Health Associstion, Chairman of the Com-
mittes e Poeumoconiosis; ia the American In-

stituta of Mining and Meiallurgieal Engineers,

mission en' Compensation for Occupational Dis-
eases, .which made its veport in 1938, a
membar. of the Commities ca Prevention of
Silicosis through Medical Control, established by
the Secretary of Labor is 1936, The American
Medieal “Amocistion’s Council ea Industrial
Health, -astablished in late 1937, sdded him to its
membership & year later.

If they mention it at all, the long-time chroai-
¢les of industrial medicine ne doubt will consider
it pure coincidence that the middis thirties, when
Doctor Lanza was beginaing to be really effective
ia his self-styled role as “eatalyzer” saw the
start of a remarkahle spresding eut of industrial
medieal programs among industries ef all kinds.
This was clearly refiected in the upsurge that be-
gan about thea ia the membership of the indus-
trisl physicians’ association. From the lowly 1888
total of 287 « gurvivors of the twenty-year dol-
drums in which the average had beaa barely more
-= the sumber of members grew to seven times
that many ten yesrs later, and thea went o to
double that in the next ensuing tan. The ecooomic

influences then at werk will be eredited, of °

eourse, but it is within the memory of many who

June, 1965 -

wisdom.”

lived in the thirtics that there were al~o the infiu.
ences of powerful personalities, and thut these
had so much to do with the happenings of the
period — in big affairs and little — av to ke
its truest history properly bicgraphy. Tony lan-
2a was one of them: and the Knudsen Award, in.

dustris! medicine's highest honer, given him in *

1946, was one of the ways his medical eollensues
had of talling him, and the world, that they kiw
him to be s0. He was the seventh recipicnt of this
Award. The citstion stressed his leadenchip, Rut
4 “estalyzar™ leader? Easily enouzh, when the
leadership s lesa of teading than of Leing fol-
lowed. In this man's case it was effectively thut.
Camatched skill in ynifying: a positive genius
for enlisting the aid and cooperativn of thuse
with whom he worked: the “with” that pervudes
the chronclogy of the things he uccompliched;
the resulta obtsined, with the credit shared
equally by all — these characterized the mumy
years of days in which he did “to the best of
his ability” whatever fell to him to do.

At the meeting of the Permanent Committea
and Imternstional Asseciation o Occunutional
Health en the day preceding the official cpening
of the Thirteenth Internstional Congress on Oc.
ecupational Health, at New York, July 25-29,
1960, Doctor Lanza, slong with Doctor R. R.
Sayers (United States) and Professor F. Koelsch
(Germany), waa mads an Honorary Member of
the Permanent Committes. This brought to five
the aumber of Honarsry Members, only W. R. X,
Kranenburg (Helland) sad Alice Hamiltoa
(United States) deing the living bolders of that
distinction at the time of the mecting. And on
July 27, 1060, at & reception at New York Uni-
vorsity Medical Center, Doctor Lanza was the
reciplent of & New York University Presidential
Clation “for his Jeadership in the field of in.
dustrial medicine and his service to the Univer-
sity.” Some thres hundred of his collesgues,
many of them delegutes to the Internstional Con.
gress on Qocupational Health, attended the cere-
mony. After stating that Doctor Lanza in 1047 be-
cama the first Divector of the Taiversity Mcdical
Centar’s Institute of Industrial Medieine, and, in
1949, the first Chairman of the newly-organized
Depariment of Industrial Medicine ia the NYU
Post Graduate Medical School, the citation cone
tinued: “Throughout his earser Doctor Lanza's
guldance has beeh soughl Hy many. He has served
as adviser in industrial medicine to many indus-
tries and ether organizations. . . . Behind any
recital of dates, tites, and geography are those
qualities that help make the man those sround
him have known: the warm understsading, the
unfailingly perceptive intellect, the unassailable
integrity, and, most of all, the calm and steady
—AD.CC
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