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Sorry, didn't notice you weren't on the list

-----------Forwarded message------------
From: Mott, Seth <seth_mott@fws.gov>
Date: Fri, Apr 7, 2017 at 10:24 AM
Subject: Re: Action Plan for SO 3349 deliverables
To: "Guertin, Stephen" <stephen_guertin@fws.gov>
Cc: Jim Kurth <.Tim_Kurth@fws.gov> Casey Hammond <casey_hammond@ios.doi.gov> 
Charisa Morris <charisa_morris@fws.gov> Gary Frazer <gary_frazer@fws.gov> Gina 
Shultz <Gina_Shultz@fws.gov> Cynthia Martinez <cynthia_martinez@fws.gov> Sanchez 
Shaun <shaun_sanchez@fws.gov>. Scott Covington <scott_covington@fws.gov> "Ford, 
Jerome" <jerome_ford@fws.gov>. "Johnson, Mike T" <Mike_.T_.Tohnson@fws.gov> 
"Matson, Noah" <noah_matson@fws.gov> Betsy Hildebrandt
<betsy_hildebrandt@fws.gov> Matthew Huggler <Matthew_Huggler@fws.gov> Jason 
Goldberg <jason_goldberg@fws.gov> Kurt Johnson <Kurt_Johnson@fws.gov>

Here is our draft response for Assignment 2. If anyone has questions or concerns, please let 
me know ASAP so we can address them before the briefing with AS/FWP on Monday

On Fri, Mar 31, 2017 at 10:58 AM, Guertin, Stephen <stephen_guertin@fws.gov> wrote:

Jim -- our cross program team met this morning with Casey and Ben Jessup to 
define the assignments, assign lead responsibilities, and set up a check in meeting 
for next Wednesday 4/5.

Assignment 1. Lead assigned to ES - Gary. Brief ASFWP by Monday 4/10. Final 
due Wednesday 4/12.

SO 3349 revokes the previous Administration's mitigation directive, ordering each 
bureau and office to "reconsider, modify, or rescind” related policies on mitigation. 
We largely addressed this assignment with yesterday’s mitigation data call that was 
complimentary to, and does not replace, the process set out and required in the 
S.O. The assignment we turned in yesterday will form the basis of our response to 
the SO.

Assignment 2. Lead assigned to Science - Seth. Brief ASFWP by Monday 4/10. 
Final due Wednesday 4/12.

SO 3349 revokes the previous Administration's mitigation directive, ordering each 
bureau and office to "reconsider, modify, or rescind" related policies on climate
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change.

Assignment 3. Lead assigned to NWR - Cynthia and Scott Covington, in 
coordination with Ben Jessup SOL. Brief ASFWP by Monday 4/17. Final due 
Wednesday 4/19.

Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service has 21 days to reconsider the oil and gas 
rules as to whether it is consistent with the policy set forth in Section 1 of the March 
28 E.O.

Assignment 4. Lead assigned to MBM - Jerome and Noah. Brief ASFWP by 
Monday 4/17. Final due Wednesday 4/19.

SO 3349 gave all bureaus and offices 21 days to identify regulations that potentially 
burden the "development or utilization of domestically produced energy resources, 
with particular attention to oil, natural gas, coal and nuclear resources."

Seth Mott, Deputy Assistant Director
Science Applications
703-358-1969 seth_mott@fws.gov
U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE
MS: SA 3N091
5275 LEESBURG PIKE
FALLS CHURCH, VA 22041-3803
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Information Memorandum for the Acting Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 

Date: April 7, 2017

From: Seth Mott, Acting Assistant Director for Science Applications, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS) 202-208-7165

Subject: Preliminary response to the deliverable outlined in section 5(b)(1) of Secretarial
Order 3349 - “American Energy Independence”

I. Introduction
This memorandum identifies FWS Actions relating to the Presidential Actions, reports, and 
guidance that are rescinded by the March 28, 2017 Executive Order that relate to climate change.

II. Background
The March 28, 2017, Presidential Executive Order entitled “Promoting Energy Independence 
and Economic Growth” revoked Executive Order 13653 of November 6, 2013 (Preparing the 
United States for the Impacts of Climate Change) and other related policies and directed the 
heads of all agencies to identify agency actions relating to or arising from those policies.

On March 29, 2017, the Secretary signed Order 3349, “American Energy Independence,” which 
established a “Climate Change Policy Review” that required, among other things, each bureau 
and office head to identify all actions they have adopted or are in the process of developing 
relating to Executive Order 13653 and other climate change policies identified in the March 28, 
2017, Presidential Executive Order.

III. Discussion
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has identified ten items relating to the Presidential 
Memorandum and Secretarial Order 3349.

1. 056 FW 1 (FWS Policy Manual, adopted July 22, 2013):
and staff responsibilities on climate change adaptation and steps down the Departmental 
policy on climate change adaptation (523 DM 1)

2. 56 FW 2 (FWS Policy Manual, adopted June 20, 2014): Establishes the Climate 
Adaptation Network in FWS, a team of senior-level staff which guides the bureau to enhance 
preparedness, adaptation, and resilience in the face of the impacts of climate change and its 
interaction with non-climate influences on fish, wildlife, plants, ecosystems, cultural -­
resources, and facilities.

3.
1(b) (5) DPP



7. A Framework for Building Climate Literacy and Capabilities among Federal Natural 
Resource Agencies: Under the leadership of DOI’s Office of Policy Analysis, the FWS, 
NOAA, USDA-National Resources Conservation Service, USDA-Forest Service, EPA, and 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers contributed to this report. It describes common climate 
training and education goals and objectives, efforts to provide climate training for senior 
leaders, and opportunities to work with external partners and stakeholders on developing and 
delivering climate training.

8. Climate-Smart Conservation: Putting Adaptation Principles into Practice: This 
handbook, which underwent scientific peer review, was prepared in 2014 by a team of 
experts assembled by the National Wildlife Federation. It offers guidance for designing and 
carrying out conservation in the face of a changing climate. The guide is designed to help 
conservationists and resource managers incorporate climate change considerations into their 
work. The guide offers an approach to adaptation planning and implementation that breaks 
the process into discrete and manageable steps. The Guide is the basis for a FWS-sponsored 
training course offered upon request for Federal agencies, States, and Tribes at various 
locations around the country.

9. Planning for Climate Change on the National Wildlife Refuge System: A publication 
completed in March 2014 to provide a practical primer for FWS employees. It is designed to 
help employees integrate climate change adaptation, mitigation and engagement strategies 
into planning activities.



10. Considering Multiple Futures: Scenario Planning To Address Uncertainty in Natural 
Resource Conservation: While uncertainty is not new to natural resource management, 
limitations in our ability to confidently predict the direction, rate, and nature of the effects of 
climate and other drivers of change on natural and human systems has reinforced the need for 
tools to cope with the associated uncertainties. This guide, which was prepared in 2014 with 
FWS support and input, presents a broad synthesis of scenario planning concepts and 
approaches, focused on applications in natural resource management and conservation. It 
recently has been combined with the Climate-Smart Conservation training course.

PREPARED BY: Jason Goldberg DATE: April 7, 2017
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