RYANSITTONU

TeExas Raitroap COMMISSIONER L]

LieutenantGeneral Todd(T.[Semonite”
Commanding Generaland [Chiefl6f Engineers”
U.S.[ArmyCorpslofiEngineersHeadquarters(]
4411GIStreet NW

Washington, DC20314-10001

DearGeneral [Semonite, [

Improvement/Projectlthatlik fully [@uthorized [and/permitted.[Asfully [described Below, this projectis
criticallylimportant/folthepeople6fTexas,[America’slénergyindustryl@ndithe fiation’s [€conomicdand
nationalSecurity {interests. Mldppreciate Jour(donsideration [dfthefollowing ihformationland Took forward !’
toyourthoughtsionwhattheU.S./Army Corps 6f Engineers [€an [dofolddvancelthisimportantwork.”

Byiwvay 6fbackground, dsyoulthayfot{be intimately familiar With{the Specifics [6f this project, the [port 01T
Corpus(Christithasmorethan($ 100 thillionin[goods Malue movelthrough itigveryday. Justiafew imonths
ago,theTargestitankero @verenter @ U.S. (Guif port/docked@tthe Port'6f Corpus [Christi.[The¥,093-foot

advantage[@fithe@normous @nergy Opportunities/in front/ofiis.”

These/statisticsidemonstratethelincredibleldconomic impactthe portiofiCorpus ChristiHasnotdnly for]
Texas, Butforthe Ration: [

th,

*1 ThePorti6f Corpus/Christilisthed TargestiSealPortlihtheU.S. (byfonnage)
* Itikthellargest.S. producedidrudeéxport/port

* | TheShip/Channel Improvement Project/willladdnearly$35billion/annuallylin/goods value
exports

* | The!Ship/Channel Improvement Projectwill [provide $ 100 thillionlin‘annual fransportation (Cost[]
savings’

*[| Thereiare ¢urrently($50 Billionfin[privateindustrial[projects iinderway [ih ithe [South Texas Coastal
Bendiand!{Corpus Christi ShipChannel, ¢reatingltensdflithousandsdfjobsland billionsih !
economicdutput’’

*1 TheRortiofCorpusChristilis[@xpectedifo becomeonelofithelargest, [if notthe Targest, i@xportiports’’

forLiquified Natural Gas[(by2020)
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larger.[T

Givenlall6fithis, it/is[disappointing that U.S. Army CorpsofiEngineers FY 1 7 Work Plandand
Administration’s FY 18 Budgetfunded four INEW [START [deepening projects (Boston, Charleston,
Jacksonville, Tampa),dll [dfwhich Were @uthorizedAFTER the CorpusChristi[Project. [The Thajority (0f7]
thoselprojectsifiave Benefit-CostRatios (BCRs) belowithe Corpus(Christi Projectiand Higher(costs.[
Furthermore, the NEW [START [ports/are/primarily [for containers filledwith Chinesethadelgoods,Which [

The CorpusChristi[Ship Channel Improvement ProjectHas beenduthorized By [Congress/three fimes
(WRDA2007,'WRRDA2014,[WIIN12016)lib/deepenithe 36-mile(ship channelfo[54 feet MLL W ((Mean!

reaffirmedWIIN2016)[USACE andOffice 6fManagementdndBudgetdontinuéfo throwiip
unnecessary Bureaucratic fiurdles((many @xamplesSuch/asthreeLimited [Review Reports (LRRs), T
and/delaysinfeviewprocesses, drguingithe CorpusChristi[Projectiwas/dINew(Start” Fatherthan’
alGontinuingproject, thereby Kkeepingithe [projectfrom being funded{resolved/inspeciallanguage
in{Section(11466f'WIIN[Act/ds@dontinuing project)).

*[1 Office/6f Managementi& Budget(alsoappearsiib BeStrippingthe CorpusChristiProjectfrom the’

yeariplan.[’

PresidentTrump, Energy Secretary[Rick Perry, Interior[Secretary Ryan Zinke,and fiumerous(dther”
administration(dfficials Havelithadedlearthatithey Wantthe Wnited [Statesto[beenergydominant. 177

energy folddvanceouri@conomicland Hational Security interests. Makelfio thistake, the Corpus [Christi Ship
Channel ImprovementProjectwilllielp the Wnited Statesbecome Energydominant. [

Please Tetthe know &t[jour @arliest/donveniencethe . S.[Army [Corps’ thoughts [On[Wwhatdan Beldonefo
bringlthis{projectlib fruition. Tistand Ffeady o dssistJoulinldny Way [fecessary fothove thisproject]
forward. Tidppreciate your/donsideration/ofimy thoughtsiand Tithank [you foryourService [fo durldountry.’

officeldt!512-463-7144.0

Respectfully,

Ca

Ryan(Sitton” -
Railroad/Commissioner’]
Statelof Texas!

Ce:[M Justin(R. [Clark, Deputy [Assistantfo the PresidentlandDirector [0f Intergovernmental ‘A ffairsi{vial’
electronicithail) [
TheHonorableMick Mulvaney, Directorofithe Officelof Managementiand Budget{vialdlectronicl’
mail)’]
TheHonorableRick Perry, Secretary (of the Department of Energyl |
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ThelHonorable Doug LLamont, [Acting/Assistant Secretary 0fithe[Army-Civil Works{(via [l
Col.LLars Zetterstrom, DistrictiCommander, WSACE ={Galveston District/(via 1
electroniciail)

electronicitail)[’

The HonorableJohnCornyn, United/StatesSenatori(vialdlectronicithail )
TheHonorableTedCruz, United [States[Senatori(viaélectronicithail )

TheHonorableThad[Cochran, Chairman SenateAppropriations((via@lectronicail )

Water Developmenti{vialébctronicthail) [
The HonorableRodney Frelinghuysen, ChairmanHouse[Appropriationsi{vialdlectronicihail)
The HonorableMike{Simpson, ChairmanHouse!Appropriations[Subcommittee = Energyland(’
WaterDevelopmentiand Related[Agenciesi{vialglectronicihail)
TheHonorable{Greg[Abbott, GGovernordfiTexas({vialdlectronicihail) [
[ The HonorableGeorgeP. Bush, LLand[Commissioneri(viadlectronic tail )]
I The HonorableCraigEstes, Chairman(Texas Senate Natural Resources(vialélectronicimail) "
The HonorableDrew MDarby, ChairmanTexasHouseEnergy Committeel(via€lectronic thail)
TexasCongressional Delegation({vialélectronicthail)
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