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Monsanto

MONSANTO INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS CO.
800 N. Undberoh Boulevard

St. Louis, Missouri 63I1BB

Phone: (314) 694-1000

November 16, 1972

W. E. Rulon, Esquire )
Ralston Purina Company

Checkerboard Square

St. Louis, Missouri 63188

Dear Bill:

I'd like to confirm our telephone conversation of today.
Following discussions between our respective attorneys
November 10, 1972, the letter of November 10 you presented
to us has been discussed with the management of Monsanto
IndustriaX_Chem.ica.IsL..Company operating unit of Monsanto
and with corporate Monsanto management.

We appreciate, in summarizing damages allegedly due from
Monsanto based on PCB contamination of fishmeal, that it
was not possible to explain in detail the factual back-
ground you feel entitles you to reimbursement from Monsanto,
and that background information concerning your alleged
damages could not be set forth in your letter.

Based on the limited facts available to us, the only response
we can make at this time is that we have not been presented
with sufficient information in our discussions and by your
letter to conclude that Monsanto has any liability to Ralston
Purina for the damages you assert. We are, however, willing
to discuss the matter further, should you desire to do so,

to see if a better understanding on our part of the facts

on which you rely might change our present position.

While you indicated you were not certain further discussions

of your problems associated with fishmeal would be pro-
ductive, you felt that you might like to discuss with us
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certain costs you have incurred in your changeover from
the use of our Pydraul fluids in your plants.

We would be happy to discuss either subject with you.
Please let us know and we wvill arrange to set up a meeting.

Sincerely,

John P. Stapleton
Attorney

JFS/mm

cc: Mr. C. H.Sommer
Mr. E. J. Putzell, Jr.
Mr. C. P.Cunningham

023821°

PCB-ARCH0743984



