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. Ee E, Osterhout

Employee of Socony Vacuum 911 Company
In Garage Repalr Shop

‘Albany, Hew York

Hovember }6, 1937

Patient ssen to determine 1f his lead poisoning due to
absorption in painting or to determine csuse of i1lliness.

(No question as to lead gbsorbed from gasolive.)

Until past alx weeks petient has been feeling badly
althoush able to work most of the time., His symptoms
congls ted mainly of easse of fatigue, verg rapid pulse and
"nounding” of his heert with oceamslonal "flubttering®, also
pain at times over his precordium, insomnias, snd very
irriteble, neuritic pain cireliung lower left chest and

- both arms, numbness of hils upper extrem!iies at tlmes,

dizziness and vertigo., He aslsc complaing of pains in
hig eplgastrium and hyperacidibty which he has had at
times for past few yeara.

Other then occesional crampelike pain, no aamgiaiﬁt&.
Ho vomiting or dierrhea, o blood in stools. No hemorrhoida.
To loss of welght. Appetite [alrly good 8ll of time.

Easgntlally negablive.
Chest cleers Abovse symgﬁéms.

Lead Exposurp:= Hiztory of palnting tracks in garage
provious toe past year and agaln during psst six weeks, This
is spray peinting and practiecally &ll done with snamels
(Socony} and thinner (Socouy) whleh contains no lead, From
his history he hes had no sppreclable lead exposure,

For the past year his work (until pesst siz weeks) has been
manipulating the degreagses uslng trichlorsthylens sz the
solvent, This necesgitated considereble exposure to the vapors.
Auto parts were put Into the compartnent vie a crepe asnd the
solvent vaporized with stesm coilas. They were later removed
gnd at times dried with alr hose. He worked at this about

6=8 hours dally. Approximately one time every 2 weeks he
entsred the compartment to remove the sludge using s canisber -
type of mask, On the past L=5 otcasions he used an alr-lins
mask. He states he could always smell the vapors when nearing
the canister mask. He &lso omptied the §5 gallon drums of the
solvendt into five gallon dans,

~ In going over his record I find at varying times in Sthe past

qu—r

year {(a dozen or more} he was sbsent from work from one day to
a week because of above symptoms particularly asbdomindl paln,
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Hig past history ie sssentially negsbive « not a hoevy
drinker end one psck of eigaratteﬁ daily. Femily histary
negative.

Exam nation - Yell develogea white man certalnly nuﬁ asppearing 1l1l.
,ﬁute _room. Color guod and skin relatively claar,
‘gnd motst. ?asuure good and erect,

Temps 9846 Fetghts 180

Eyes Buseular function gnad;ané eye sight 20/20 20/20

Ears Cenals and drums cleer » Hearlng Ok

Xose Bot remarkable. Smell Ok -

¥outh Cums good condition, Some earlous testh and oue&ozansbly
visgble %o be 1nvestigrcaé. Pherynz clsar,

Chest EZxpansion good and equal « Clear on P and A, Hesps 18

Heart BSD 6 em ROD L 5 10 Pulsel 90 f‘é}..?. 135/94

Sounds good quality » no murmurs. Habe and rythm Ok and
reserve good. ’

Abdomen Hegative - _
Reflexes ALl obtained and normel résébnseg
Urine A 0 AYk - Sugar 0
Lead Analysis {(larpge sample) 0.0l mgse. per 1liter

n n

Feces 052 nmges per sample:

Oel0+ mgsy per grom of ash
Blood  Stipple eslls O

Impression: Trichlerethylens iﬁtﬁxiga%idm with no rediduals.
‘Recommendsations: Use of alr-line mask.
avaidéﬁga of~vépors-
Removel of above patlent to other work (was dope six weeks ago)

Advlse patient to see dentist.

L. Je Schradin, H.D.
Hettering Laboratory
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Jénuary-G,;l938

Hr. W, J., Maxwell
‘Socony Vecuum 011 Company
. Claim Department
26 Broadwsy
'New York

Dear Mr, Mexwell:w

I am sending you hereswith
a report of Dr. Schradints exam nation of HNr, g
fﬁmade el ther at your reguest or at that ©
‘ e other member of Socouny Vacuums. I am not sure
about the circumstances in connection with Dr.
Schradints examinatlion of this patient, or whether
his results should be reporbed to someons else.
However, in as much as Dr, Schradin 1s away on a visit
which will absent him from Cincinnatil for a period of
weeks, 1t seems best to send you the report now that
the analytical results are avallable to confirm Dr.
Sehradints opinion that thers was no evidernde of
abnormal lead exposure, if there is any other matter
in connection with the case which Dr, Schradin may
wish to take up either with you or with some sther
‘person in the organization, he will take care of this
“on his return.

i I trust thet the Information
given will be Qaﬁisfactory for your purposes., However
there 1s one matfen.in connection with this case which
‘seems worthy of ‘conglderation, It is my opinion that
the use of trichlorethylens for degreasing automobille

. parts constitutes @ynecessary hazard, To my knowledge
Some garsges are: using a grade’of Kerosene for thils
purpose with satisfactory results, and this material
would seem to be from every polnt of view much safer,
I dare say trichlorethylene will clean the parts somewhat
more rapldly and perhaps alsc somevhat more thoroughly.
Nsvertheless I would advise against its use for this :

. parpose, You are ab liberty to transmit this advice %o
anyoneﬁiu your organization or to anyone else who might
‘be 1 brested in its In my opinion thne practice of making .
use of new and physiologlcally un-oxplored solvents for a
vnriaty of purposes,; is very unwise, and in this instance
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where the material is known to have a fairly high-
toxiclty, it seems not only unwise but unnecessary,

- Very truly yours,

‘Rillsig L Robert A. Kenoe, HeD,

- RE 0016778
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