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J 2-^0

( T
• ̂ -ÆL-C **■ “■  ¿/"fir . ^ * *̂1 / Ĥb***"** *€| V*
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E* B* Osterhout

Employe© of Socemy Vacuum Oil Company 
In Garage Bepalr ¿hop 
Albany« He® York

Hovomber %6$ 1937

Patient! seen to determine i f  h is  lead poisoning due to  
absorp t ion in  pain t ing or to determine ©anse o f i l ln e ss#
(Ho Quest ion as to lead  absorbed from g a so lin e .)

P .I ,  H atll past six  seeks p at ient has been fe e lin g  badly
alfchoufh able to work most of the time# HI® symptoms 
consisted  mainly of ease of fat igue« vary rapid pulse and 
’’pounding” of h is hear t w ith occasional ’’f lu t te r in g 11« a lso 
pain at t inea over h is précordium« insomnia« and very  
ir r i ta b le«  neurlt i©  pain cir c l in g  lower l e f t  chest and 
both arms« numbness of h is upper ext rem i t ies at t imes« 
d lss in ess  and ver t igo# He a lso  complains of pains in 
h is epigast rium  and hyperacid i ty  which he hab had at 
t ines fo r  past few years#

G# I# Other than occasional cramp-like pain« no com plain ts.
System Ho vomit ing or diarrhea* Ho blood in sto o ls*  Ho hemorrhoids*

Ho lo ss  of weight* Appet i te f a i r ly  good a l l  of time*

G*u* E ssent ia lly  negat ive,
iysteta

C.F* Chest c lear#  Above symptoms*
.system

Lead Exposuret -  H istory of pain t ing t ru cks in  garage 
previous to past year and again during past six  weeks* This 
is  spray paint ing and p rac t i ca lly  a l l  don© with enamels 
(Socony) and thinner (Socony) which contains no lead* From 
h is  h isto ry  he has had no appreciable lead exposure.

For the past year h is  work (u n t i l past six  weeks) has been 
manipulat ing the degreases using t r i ch loreth y len e as the 
solvent*  This n ecessi ta ted  considerable exposure to the vapors 
Auto par ts were put in to  the compartment v ie  a crane and the 
so lven t vaporised with steam c o i ls *  They were la te r removed 
and a t  times dried with a ir  hose* He worked a t  th is  about 
6-8 hours daily*  Approximately one time every 2 weeks he 
entered the compartment to remove the sludge using a canister  
type of mask. On the past I4.-5 occasions he used an a i r - l in e 
mask* He s ta te s  he could always sm ell the vapors when nearing 
the can iste r  mask# He a lso  emptied the 55 ga llon  drums of the 
so lven t in to  f iv e  ga llon  dans#

In going over h is  record I find  a t  varying times in the past 
year (a dosen or more) be was absent from work from one day to 
a week because of above symptoms p a r t icu la r ly  abdoraln&l pain.
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Els past h isto ry  i s  e sse nt ia l ly  negat ive -  not a heavy 
drinker and one pack o f cig a rettes daily*  Family h is to ry  
negat ive*

-Jxam nat ion » '.veil developed shi te  man cer ta in ly  no t appearing i l l *
§p©pii.4iP:;,hhNl:', fccom*, Color good and akin r e la t iv e ly  ■ c lear.* 
«arm and m o ist. Posture good and erect*

Tempi ’98*6 Weight? 180

Eyes Muscular fun ction good and eye s ig ht  20/20 20/20

Ears Canals and dr m s c lea r  •  Hearing Ok

Rose Hot remarkable* Smell Ok

Mouth Cuma good condition* Seme carious tee th  and questionably 
v ia b le  to  be investigated*  Pharynx clear* ■

Chest Expansion good and equal <* Clear on P and A* Heap? 18

Heart BSD 6 cm ECO Ij. % 10 Pulset 90 Bl.P* 135/$*

Sounds good q u a lity  •  no murmurs* Rate and rythm Ok and 
reserve good* ■

Abdomen negative -

R eflexes A ll obtained and normal response*

Urine Alb 0 Aik » Sugar 0

Lead Analysis ( la rge sample) O.0l* mgs* per l i t e r

Feces

Blood

0*52 mg* per sample 
0*10+ sags* per gram o f ash

s t ip p le  c e l l s  0

Impressions Trichlorethylen® in tox ica tion  with no residuals*

Recommendationst Use o f  a ir» lin e  mask* ■ '

Avoiddnce o f vapors

Removal o f above pa tien t to  other aork (was done s ix  weeks ago) 

Advise p a tien t to see d en tist*

«
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January 6,  1938

Mr. W„ J . Maxwell  
Socony Vacuum Oil Company 
Claim Department 
26 Broadway 
Hew York

Dear Mr. Maxwell s­

I am sending you herewith  
a r e o o r ^ f  Dr. Schradin*s exam nat ion of Mr.

JBBM M B p  made e i ther at your request or a t tn a ^ o ^ ^
" S e o c M T  member of Socony Vacuum* I am not sure 

about the cir cumstances in connection with Dr*  
Schradinfs examination o f th is  p at ient,  or whether 
h is r e su lts  should be reported to someone else* 
However, in as much as Dr* Schradin is  away on a v i s i t  
which w i l l  absent him from C in cinnat i for a period of 
weeks, I t  seems b est to send you the report now that 
the an a ly ti ca l r e su lts  are availab le  to  confirm Dr.  
Schradin*s opinion that there was no evidence of 
abnoimal lead exposure* I f  there is  any other matter  
in  connection with the' case which Dr* Schradin may 
wish to take up ei th e r  w ith you or with some other 
person in the organizat ion , he wi l l  take care of this 
on h is retu rn .

I tru st that the informa t ion 
given w i l l  be sat is fac to r y  fo r  your purposes* However 
there is  one matter^ in connection with th is  case which 
seems worthy of considerat ion* I t  is  my opinion that  
the use o f fcrichlorethylen© fo r  degreasing automobile 
par ts con sti tu tes ^ n ecessa ry  hazard, lo  my knowledge 
3ome garages are using a grad® of Kerosene fo r  th is 
purpose with sa tis fac to r y  r e s u l ts , and this m ater ial  
would seem to be from every poin t of view much sa fer .
I dare say trich lorethy len© ; w il l  clean the parts somewhat 
more rapid ly  and perhaps a lso  somewhat more thoroughly, 
nevertheless I would advise against i t s  use fo r  this 
purpose. You are at l ib e r ty  to  transm it th is  advice to 
anyone in your organizat ion or to  anyone e ls e  who might  
be in te rested  in i t *  In my op inion the p racti ce of making , 
use of new and p h ysio log ica lly  un-explored so lven ts fo r  a 
v a r iety  o f purposes, is  very unwise, and in th is  Instance
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where the m ater ia l is  known to have a f ai r ly  high-  
to x ic ity *  i t  seems not only unwise but unnecessary.

Very tru ly  yours.

BAi'i is Robert A. Kehoe, M»D0
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