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NEW HAVEN -- Polychlor.
Inal biphcnals ma;’ prove to be
an enlirely new threat lo man.
kind — aggrava ing present
problems of putlic concern
over pollution, persisient pesti-
cides and popnlatian explosion.

‘The long-term effects of
this class of ctw mical com-
Lm\mds simply is not yet

nown, But they have been
roporied to be foxic,

They have been found In
Jaborajory sampes of fish
and wildiife beiny tested for
rexidues of chiorinated
hydrocarbon  pes.icides such
88 DDT and dicl Jrin.

“Chemisls ucsing g8

* chromatography in thesxe

tosls hpve repoiied uniden-

* tifiod peaks an ‘heir graphs

as early as 1966,” said Lloyd
Keirstead, an  analytical
chemist at the Connecticut
Agriculture Expcriment Sta-
tion here.

“One chemist, sfter testing
samples of birds, simply call
cd them avian s bstances.”

The gas chron.atograph is
a sensitive laboratory In-
rirument that produces a
moving  fraph like a lie

detector. Differen: substances
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PCB's New Th;reaw
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cause peaks in the graph at
different points. .

These  unidentified]  praks
came very ner whe e persis-
toat pesticides like T DT show
on the graph, According to
gome  experts, {ajs in
{erference could have caused
some confusion fn pesticide
testing prior to 1968.

Since they were identified
as  polychlorinated
opinion that ™ they were in-
troduced through ‘matural’
sources.” .

PCBs have mary and
varied Industrial ises: in-
cluding the manufaioure of
plastics and electilcal in-
sulators. But they ar: not us-
ed as pesticides.

“As analytical U chniques
become more  soph.sticated,

‘we find more ard more

A

malerials in aur fish. wildlifa
;:d waters,” Keirstead ad-
d.

What this might me:n' In
terme of pollution of ou* en-
vironment simply has not
been delermined,

‘The question will surev ex-
pand the scope of reseirch,
experis agree, bul there von't
be any quick and 1eady
answers,
biphenals—PCRs flor
shorl—by a Swedish acicutiaf,
findings have been repwied
dlsn in England, Holland and
California,

New tefls are under way
now fo delermine the pre.
able source of PCHs in fixh
samples fesled al the Ton-
necticut Agricuiture Ex-
periment Station.

New samples are leing
taken from waters previrusly
fested. Some are being held
In sterile glass boitles. O hers
are being wrapped in plistic
bags as they were befor:.

“In all good conscience we
wani {0 make sure the fir Ying
of PCBs is net a matte: of
thair being sosked up “rom
the plastic,”” Keirstead ex.
Plained.
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