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# Consistently a winner and 
yet perhaps not as well 
known as other company di­
visional activities is the oper­
ation of the Somastic Divi­
sion. Heading up in the Los 
Angeles area with its central 
manufacturing plant located 
in Watson at 223rd and Ala­
meda Blvd., near Wilming­
ton, trained crews apply 
Somastic pipe coating using 
special plant equipment on 
new or reconditioned pipe.

By coating pipe with So- 
mastic pipe coating, corrosion 
damage can be prevented be­
fore it-starts. Long range ex­
perience has demonstrated 
under the most severe tests 
in highly corrosive locations 
for already known periods of 
seventeen years that this im­
pervious coating has proved 
the staying quality of its pro­
tection. Authentic records 
established in the A.P.I. ten- 
year pipe coating test* and- 
on thousands of miles of op­
erating lines have furnished ■ 
conclusive evidence of the ef­
fectiveness of this coating.

SOMASTIC
Pip* PROTECTION

Corrosion damage can be prevented before it starts by 
using Somastic pipe coating.

Somastic pipe coating is a special mixture 
of asphalt mix mastic compounded to rigid 
specifications and firmly bonded to the pipe 
as a thick seamless coating. Overlapping 
field joints of the same mixture make this 
protection continuous along the pipe line.

With its. central plant located in an area 
of pipe line concentration and equipped to 
cozt pipe ranging in diameter from Yi" to 
26", BCo's Watson Somastic pipe coating 
yard also maintains a reconditioning plant 
for used pipe as well as a wrapping opera­
tion for pipe that does not require Somastic 
pipe coating treatment. In the field, rail head 
plants can be set up near the line to be 
coatedr’or Somastic pipe coating may be ap­
plied over the trench by mobile equipment.
' The big job of turning out “the answer 
to the soil corrosion problem" is in the hands 
of Somastic Division Manager Jasper S. (Jap) 
Connell and his hard working crew of super­
visors, field office personnel and yard oper­
ating forces totaling some 125 persons.

With a product that combines all the 
physical properties required for an ideal pro­

tective coating including prevention of elec­
trolysis to deterioration from chemical or 
bacterial action as well as mechanical relief 
from distortion, mechanical shock from han­
dling and stock piling and maintenance of 
ductility to withstand field bending or move­
ment, the Somastic Division can claim among 
its satisfied users large pipe line operators, oil 
companies, gas and water and public utilities 
companies. Somastic is manufactured and 
applied in the 11 western states and on 
foreign locations by Bechtel Corporation, and 
in the states east of the Rocky Mountains by 
H. C. Price Co. with whom BCo.’s organiza­
tion has been associated in the handling of 
Somastic for a number of years.



It i* will. (Ik gi»-«W»i • (»*.

t*» th“-v ••( «»ur family. win* d* 
already kn«*w. the •*! Stove Spavv.. -

many year* he h.i«l Kvn 
*>»».• «»i my aHe -ri­
per tnw ndetit*. a mar. 
wh*» ..one t«* n- equip- 
t • »i it! »hc Iulle»! e\' 
pi nenvc in th* vneunc: 
rug and c»>n-tructjoii 
field. An Anz-man hv 
bnth. sit'o Mui'*ie»! ir-

} mechanic a I engined mg
*s* I ^ ' in college. He .-tarted

wmk with the Arizona 
f-ippcr C»kinpany a* a 
h»*t1cnnakor. then din­

ing World War J he took up -'upbuilding in 
Seattle. In 1919 he received hi- first expert* 
enee in the general lehneiv cn-truotion lie Id 
v.i?" <m, . ,1 p,*. «. • - u i-:*.
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Stove joined the Siarnjatd Oil (-nnp.iny o! 
Cahlorm.i at then' 1:1 Segundo plant in their 
engineering and c*»n-truvtton divi-i«»n- until 
19J9 when he joined me a- an a—i-tant -'ll* 
penntenJent.

In 19-1? when vec needed a -ttong than 
to head up the building oi wartime refinery 
ior Shell mieie-t- in Cur.icao. Dutch Ea-t 
Indie-. Steve took the job Returning here in 
|V4f». he wa- -tipcrintcndem ««n -cvcral com* 
p.my job- until called to the hydtogonation 
job at Louisiana. Mi«*outj. where he and Jim 
Brady vvoiked until the tunc of Stove*4 death 
at the age •»! 5> With lu- high -tandarj- of 
engineering. »trong pcr-<»nalny and sound 
construction experience. Steve will long be 
remembered by u- all a- a real con-tiuethrn 
man. By V. G. HinJmai-ii.

Rocky Mountain Job
Another fn-l moving. \\«-U planned, -perdily 

executed Soma-ne j«»b via- coinrleted just he* 
tore Chri-tma- bv the railhead force- of the 
Soma-tic Division Repeating on picvh.ru? or* 
dor?. Divi-ion Mgr Jap Coiiticll olfercd to do 
a further pipe coating lob for customer Moiuv 
tain Fuel and Supply C««„ at a -itc adiaccnt t«» 
the new ?7 mile l"i4'’ O.D. natural ga- pipe 
line that company i- building Irom Salt Lake 
Cite to I’lovi#. I’tali

With the plant Ioc.iti*‘i. picked at Lebi. 
L’tah. everv m..ve carctullv planned, each 
piece of equipment tea Jv to go and with kev 
pcr-onnel availaHe. the entire railhead or port* 
able unit wa- -luppcd from Semantic Division* - 
home ba-e operation- at Watson. Calif. t>* 
Lehi where under the dttecticm of Supt, l.o*»n 
(•atiott the j..b vva- put together Grid weather 
conditions i•' the R.»cke Mountrnn- had little 
oi no effect on the -peed with which G.irmtt'* 
force- worked e*.idcnc«.J by a typical dav*- 
run of the plant averaging two mile* of 
coated pipe

M i:* i*. : ■ * **i :‘b n,
;< *»;!..• .*-.-1. •• * ip. l.-'ing .ni- yt-c
tr. . * g -j.o.i.o.i
-oil e*o-i..r problem- tli.it develop m their ga- 
tran-t:ii--;.*n arj di-’.nbutt'-p system- in Utah 
t -mg -m.il! diameti* pipe toi hou-e .‘i«r* 
mctJoJi- tin -v-»ciii lar.gi' in -ize on up to 
m.iir tmnk line- of O.D. which wili go
into -ervice -m th- iuv. ';.»it I.akc**Frov. e*. 
ten-ion. and In* n-.ii: hn. •• \\“*.. t
Salt Lake f*u\

\C.ll- -luce (Ik I i III- wot......... t. % \n.\ .♦! lo...
(iainin.g and e.vj'eiuiice ii.t- ably mted him 
fnt hi- po-ujon a- one oi the company*- top 
engineers m the Southern California area. 
Having lust completed an a—ignment of ovci 
four year- in the Standard Oil Company s El 
Segundo tetinerv vviiere Dick wa- project 
manager on Standard** u'tinciv and maimc* 
name piogr.nn. he ha- now been put tn charge 
• •I (lu* newiv cieatcd L.o- Angele- engineering 
department.

Diek graduated iiotn the L'mvei-uy of 
Liverpool where he received hi* ma«tcr*.< do* 
gree in mechanical engineering. He -(soted 
woik in thi- country in 1917 a tool de-igner 
and from 192J to J9?n was a job engineer in 
the Standard Oil Company*? El Segundo re* 
tinerv. For the next thirteen vear* be vva- chief 
engineer for Warner Bros. Picture?- in charge 
of the de-ign and supervision oi tlwir theatei- 
and plant.- a* well a- many ot their special re­
cording and reproducing problem-. He <till i- 
a member of the Society of Motion Picture 
Engineers. Experienced, genial leader and 
trained u. Bechtel wav**. Dick Owen and hi- 
wife Myrtle arc now living in Santa Monica.

An IB rookie Irom the Bronv wa- wan­
dering on the deceit in hi- undcipant* when 
he met an Atub

“Where.** a-ked the Arab, “are \<m going?4*
“For a *wim.“ «:n‘d the Br«vn\ite.
*’A swim, effendi? Why. the ocean i- S^t> 

mile- Horn here.**
The man fmm the Rronv blinked “Wow! 

1- Ji- a be.ieh!“

NEW DIVISIONS

The announced changes became 
effective wtlh ihe itarf of fhe new 
yeor.

mi .nc appointment of Ccorgc Gtb-on. 
I. • Director of Om-truetion of Petroleum 
Au. -tr.ition for War 
and well-known con-ult* 
dm on rcimery con-tmc* 
iron, a- New Yolk top-- 
re-entative of Bechtel 
<\a potation

Gib-oj. i- a member 
oi the American Petro­
leum ln-titutc. Ameti*
..«•> rhemicai Society, 
and Amcitcar. Society of 
Mecha meal Engineers,
He wa- educated at Rut­
gers ami the Gnivcr-ity GIBSON
of Michigan, majoiing in chemical engineer* 
ing. From 1929 until 1V41 he wa* affiliated 
with C H. Leach Gu. manufacturer* of fpc* 
crali^ed icfincry cquirmcm. becoming .*alc-

,: ok! • hit-f ........................ ..
........ \Y *:!J W’.u II G:b«on

. • v .* .. • ••:,(
ant foi Hancock Oil to become in.iicu.d- 
-peciali-l b*r the Retimng Divi-nm of the Pe­
troleum Administration for W ar. After serv­
ing as A«i<rant Director of Construction for 
P.A.W. undci Max B. Millet, he was pro­
moted to the full dircctor>hip in 1944. in 
charge of construction on the government*? 
world-wide program of aviation gasoline pro­
duction.

In recent ve.tir George h.i> hecn idcntitied 
with Hoover. Currier and Ruby and with 
other organization? in a cnn-iiliativc capacity.

While he will make his headquarters at the 
Bechtel Corporation office4. ^7^ Lexington 
Avenue. New York Citv. he will at all time? 
be working closely with Strib Rnodgra*?. Vice 
P;e-idcnt of Engineering, a- well a* the other 
Companv divi-ion- and fmcign affiliates.

Red Feather Drive
In the recent Community Chc-t Campaign. 

Los Angele- di-lriet walked away with top 
honor?. Real credit (or thi? rc-ult goc* to 
Ed Macdonald. Lo- Angele* Office Manager, 
head of the Southern Red Feather Drive. 
A?-i?ting him were the various office managers 
on other company projects located in that 
section.

Special mention of BCn -upport to the 
drive came in a note from the Los Angeles 
Time.- which stated: “Among the JfW indus­
trial firms in the Los Angeles area, Bcchtcl 
Corporation rank- high on the li«t of 50 for 
outstanding work in this Drive.”

While San Fiancisco office bowed in defeat 
to Lo? Angele-. much credit is due Henry 
Gu-taf-on. Clyde Ban. and Jim Richard4 who. 
a- volunteer worker4 in the Home Office and 
Engineering Diviuon. took the rcspon-ibihty 
of -pon-ormg campaign activate.- under the 
leadership of Office Manage! Geoige Kceucy. 
Cot pi ti at inn contiihution- were made directly 
to the Chc4l campaign headquarter- in the 
individual localities where sizeable company
construction work i* being carried on.

Recapitulation figure- <l»»»umg employee
pa rticipation follow.
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o2 l?
1,.- Angele- 1" 7" h4.2S
Pacific Can *? n.i 5fi 0

Bethlehem ; ; ?.67 5.5
c.»n Franci«c-•• lSf. 4.S« 54 ft

The total amouni timml'iitcd iir. Loc An*
ce'- - a->d S: •• l:ranci-co vvn< $,-.4' The
•♦ji.jv* are go..J b< : --Well d.. better next
v:*e“ s.v KV.r e M.-.cJ- *..dJ,


