
To: David Wetmore[dwetmore@carpiclay.com]
From: Scott Cameron
Sent: 2017-06-16T17:07:30-04:00
Importance: Normal
Subject: Re: BOR / marinas
Received: 2017-06-16T17:07:39-04:00

David,
I will be in Whitefish the night of June 27 and all day and night on June 28.

Thanks,
Scott
Scott J. Cameron
Acting Assistant Secretary for Water and Science, and Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Policy, Management and Budget
Department of the Interior

Phone: 202 208 0969
Cell service 202 706 9031

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 16, 2017, at 4:56 PM, David Wetmore <dwetmore@carpiclay.com> wrote:

Hi Scott Below is an email I received from the State of Montana’s director of tourism 
and business development, Sean Becker. Sean touched on the ‘marina’ topic when you 
met with our tourism directors in March. Below is one project he identified. I don’t 
have details beyond this below. The summary talks about funding needs. It also reveals 
some frustration with the Bureau. Sean will be at WGA, so maybe I can help facilitate a 
discussion if you have time while there. Our group is meeting Monday, June 26th @ 
9:30a. Let me know your thoughts. David

Subject: RE: REQUEST - Bureau of Reclamation follow-up

Thanks for the follow-up, David. Yes, the local community has met to discuss but are 
stuck on funding. As you can imagine this is a little more complicated than how I tried 
to summarize back at Interior.

Please take a look at the e-mail inserted below. The community’s inability to make even 
small changes to the area is of great concern. I don’t think we can generally revise NEPA 
for this site, but it’s worth noting that this is a significant barrier.

mailto:dwetmore@carpiclay.com
mailto:dwetmore@carpiclay.com


The Canyon Ferry Trust board would be very interested in attracting a private firm to 
place a hotel/motel with a restaurant/bar on the shore of Canyon Ferry, but would also 
need to improve the Broadwater Bay marina and Silos campground at the same time.

They are very adamant that the Bureau of Reclamation has been less than helpful over 
the past 15 years since BOR made their management agreement with Broadwater 
County. The County has all of the risk but no responsibility. But we already have a 
County management agreement in place.

But there is significant frustration. As an example, the county Trust funds were going to 
replace 2 old gazebos that are rentable this spring. We are going to change from an 
octagonal structure to a rectangular structure. Similar square footage, but BOR has just 
let us know that the “foot print” has changed (octagon to rectangular), hence we will 
have to go through the NEPA process. Right now BOR has fast tracked all of the invasive 
species temporary structures through the NEPA process so we should expect this to take 
longer than usual. Hence missing this summer season.

What the $#@&? Just because we want to saw cut the concrete to make the pad match 
the structure, we need to have it NEPA reviewed? There is one quick example of 
frustration. The county put in a new culvert to allow better access into one of the day 
use areas. Unfortunately we didn’t ask permission to do that, so we had to rip the 
culvert out and put the original dry wash crossing back in. A second frustration.

So the Trust board would be very adamant that BOR give Broadwater County the risk 
and responsibility and some “cash” so that we can pave the marina/boat ramp parking 
area as well as improving the campground area.

The Goose Bay campground was a $5-$6 million dollar rebuild. The Trust board would 
want the same type of investment at Silos. I think that is un-realistic, but if there was a 
way to gain a couple million, I think we could get somewhere very quickly.

So the trust has some pent up resentment for BOR. A trust board member was a county 
commissioner when they made the management agreement with Broadwater County 
something like 15 years ago. It was implied at that time that there would be cash 
pumped into the Silos area over the years. It is his feeling that BOR has reneged on this 
good faith commitment.

We would be looking to do something like the Arrowwood Resort at Cedar Shore in 
Oacoma South Dakota (near Chamberlain). https://arrowwoodcedarshore.com/  
http://wikimapia.Org/#lang en&lat 43.829337&lon -99.342327&z 18&m b
I will start to talk to Regency Hotel Management to see if they would have any interest.

Any thoughts about any federal money that could be added into the mix?

Thanks.

Brian Obert
Executive Director

https://arrowwoodcedarshore.com/
http://wikimapia.Org/%2523lang


Montana Business Assistance Connection
Gateway Economic Development District
(406) 465-0619
www.mbac.biz

From: Scott Cameron [mailto:scott cameron@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Monday, June 05, 2017 4:23 PM
To: David Wetmore <dwetmore@carpicjay.com>
Subject: Re: Hi Scott

Hi David,
PMB (policy, management and budget) is quite central to things; it also oversees DOI 
invasive species work, my true passion from a policy perspective. Yes, I will be at WGA.

I still want to hear from your recreation clients how DOI can be a better client and in 
particular how we can promote creation of new marinas and boat rental opportunities 
in western reservoirs to dissuade interstate movement of invasive mussel infected 
boats.

Thanks,
Scott
Scott J. Cameron
Acting Assistant Secretary for Water and Science, and Principal Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Policy and Budget 
Department of the Interior

Phone: 202 208 0969
Cell service 202 706 9031

Sent from my iPhone

http://www.mbac.biz
mailto:scott_cameron@ios.doi.gov
mailto:dwetmore@carpicjay.com


To: David Wetmore[dwetmore@carpiclay.com]
From: Scott Cameron
Sent: 2017-06-26T17:43:50-04:00
Importance: Normal
Subject: Re: BOR / marinas
Received: 2017-06-26T22:24:22-04:00

David,
Change in plans. I will be in Helena on Tuesday instead of Whitefish on Wednesday.

I will however flag these frustrations for Reclamation headquarters.

We need more boat rental opportunities so there is less interstate trailering of boats with invasive 
mussels attached.

Thanks,
Scott
Scott J. Cameron
Acting Assistant Secretary for Water and Science, and Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Policy, Management and Budget
Department of the Interior

Phone: 202 208 0969
Cell service 202 706 9031

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 16, 2017, at 4:56 PM, David Wetmore <dwetmore@carpiclay.com> wrote:

Hi Scott Below is an email I received from the State of Montana’s director of tourism 
and business development, Sean Becker. Sean touched on the ‘marina’ topic when you 
met with our tourism directors in March. Below is one project he identified. I don’t 
have details beyond this below. The summary talks about funding needs. It also reveals 
some frustration with the Bureau. Sean will be at WGA, so maybe I can help facilitate a 
discussion if you have time while there. Our group is meeting Monday, June 26th @ 
9:30a. Let me know your thoughts. David

Subject: RE: REQUEST - Bureau of Reclamation follow-up

Thanks for the follow-up, David. Yes, the local community has met to discuss but are 
stuck on funding. As you can imagine this is a little more complicated than how I tried 
to summarize back at Interior.

Please take a look at the e-mail inserted below. The community’s inability to make even 
small changes to the area is of great concern. I don’t think we can generally revise NEPA 
for this site, but it’s worth noting that this is a significant barrier.

mailto:dwetmore@carpiclay.com
mailto:dwetmore@carpiclay.com


The Canyon Ferry Trust board would be very interested in attracting a private firm to 
place a hotel/motel with a restaurant/bar on the shore of Canyon Ferry, but would also 
need to improve the Broadwater Bay marina and Silos campground at the same time.

They are very adamant that the Bureau of Reclamation has been less than helpful over 
the past 15 years since BOR made their management agreement with Broadwater 
County. The County has all of the risk but no responsibility. But we already have a 
County management agreement in place.

But there is significant frustration. As an example, the county Trust funds were going to 
replace 2 old gazebos that are rentable this spring. We are going to change from an 
octagonal structure to a rectangular structure. Similar square footage, but BOR has just 
let us know that the “foot print” has changed (octagon to rectangular), hence we will 
have to go through the NEPA process. Right now BOR has fast tracked all of the invasive 
species temporary structures through the NEPA process so we should expect this to take 
longer than usual. Hence missing this summer season.

What the $#@&? Just because we want to saw cut the concrete to make the pad match 
the structure, we need to have it NEPA reviewed? There is one quick example of 
frustration. The county put in a new culvert to allow better access into one of the day 
use areas. Unfortunately we didn’t ask permission to do that, so we had to rip the 
culvert out and put the original dry wash crossing back in. A second frustration.

So the Trust board would be very adamant that BOR give Broadwater County the risk 
and responsibility and some “cash” so that we can pave the marina/boat ramp parking 
area as well as improving the campground area.

The Goose Bay campground was a $5-$6 million dollar rebuild. The Trust board would 
want the same type of investment at Silos. I think that is un-realistic, but if there was a 
way to gain a couple million, I think we could get somewhere very quickly.

So the trust has some pent up resentment for BOR. A trust board member was a county 
commissioner when they made the management agreement with Broadwater County 
something like 15 years ago. It was implied at that time that there would be cash 
pumped into the Silos area over the years. It is his feeling that BOR has reneged on this 
good faith commitment.

We would be looking to do something like the Arrowwood Resort at Cedar Shore in 
Oacoma South Dakota (near Chamberlain). https://arrowwoodcedarshore.com/  
http://wikimapia.Org/#lang en&lat 43.829337&lon -99.342327&z 18&m b
I will start to talk to Regency Hotel Management to see if they would have any interest.

Any thoughts about any federal money that could be added into the mix?

https://arrowwoodcedarshore.com/
http://wikimapia.Org/%2523lang


Thanks.

Brian Obert
Executive Director
Montana Business Assistance Connection
Gateway Economic Development District
(406) 465-0619
www.mbac.biz

From: Scott Cameron [mailto:scott cameron@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Monday, June 05, 2017 4:23 PM
To: David Wetmore <dwetmore@carpicjay.com>
Subject: Re: Hi Scott

Hi David,
PMB (policy, management and budget) is quite central to things; it also oversees DOI 
invasive species work, my true passion from a policy perspective. Yes, I will be at WGA.

I still want to hear from your recreation clients how DOI can be a better client and in 
particular how we can promote creation of new marinas and boat rental opportunities 
in western reservoirs to dissuade interstate movement of invasive mussel infected 
boats.

Thanks,
Scott
Scott J. Cameron
Acting Assistant Secretary for Water and Science, and Principal Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Policy and Budget 
Department of the Interior

Phone: 202 208 0969
Cell service 202 706 9031

Sent from my iPhone

http://www.mbac.biz
mailto:scott_cameron@ios.doi.gov
mailto:dwetmore@carpicjay.com

