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Cape Fear  Term inala J u ly 6,  1948
¿Hedged Lead P o ison in g Caee

Bear  K a t t i

F r i t s  Mercer r ep o r t s  from  th e tan k c lea n in g job  now 
in  p r ogr ess  AAvth e Cape Fear  Term in a l, Wilm ington ,
Horth Ca r o lin a , t h a t  Ch ir t isU ie lgon jO a e o f th e work­
men, s t a t e d  t h a t  he and t f f l B p ^ h a d  s le p t  in  
a  tan k on F ish er ** I  s la n d ^ J H B ^ ^ T t s e e a s  t h a t  
Tank Clea n er s , I n c . were clea n in g tan ks fo r  Belabor 
O il Company on F is h e r 's  I s la n d . The wh ite  men r e ­
tu rned to th e m ain land n igh t s  bu t  th e  co lo r ed  crew 
sta yed  on th e is la n d . The m osqu itos were so bad t h at  
th ey abandoned th e t e n t s  and s le p t  in  a tan k.

^ ^ I h ^ s r e w  a t  Fisher* s  I s la n d  was s p l i t  up and
was sen t  t o  Wilm ington , W.C. la t e r  Cu r t is  

T w a  and an oth er  man were sen t  up to  Wilm ingtorMj^ _
_ con t in u e - to ^ ta n j^ jlea n in g work t h e r e  a f t e r

were sen t  home to  J a ck s o n v i l le , 
jHMWHa s ic f^ v h ir t i^ N e lB o n  con t in u ed  work a t  Wilm ing­
ton  u n t i l  th e job  was com pleted J u ly 6th  and a p p a r en t ly 
su ffe r e d  no i l l  e f fe c t s  from th e work o r  s leep in g in  th e 
ta n k . . ' '

F r i t s  r ep o r ted  by te lep h on e F r id a y t o  my home t h a t  
L . W illiam s had t a lk e d  w ith  J oe Sova , forem an a t  Wilm ing­
ton , t h a t  d ay. He t o ld  Sova t c N t e l l  F r i t s  t h a t  he (W illiam s) 
was assum ing f u l l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r ^ th e  a ccid en t  and 
even t * lea d in g up to  i t .  "" -
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