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Conlrols Suggesied

ASBESTOSIS IS STILL INDUSTRIAL PROBLEM,
BUT ERVIROHMENTAL ‘CRISIS' BREWING

{Noto: Dr. Charles G. Kunor. azsoclale 1o corporats medical dircclor, Dow, gave this report
on modical sspects of erheslosis—a potential ares of concorn—-at recem mooting of {iCA's
Alr Quality Coinmiltes, of which he (s member.)

Early in this century, a scarring discasc of the lungs was found in individuals
exposcd 1o asbestos-laden dust. This discase, asbestosis, is still occurrmg in
workeis involved with some of the 3,000 applications of this fibrous mineral.
An industrizl hygicnc standard was established which, when followed, has
protected workmen from developing overt asbestosis.

Recent studies indicate lung cancer occurs more ofien among asbestos-
exposed workers than the general population. The increase is greater if the
individual cxposed to asbestos also is a cigarette smoker.

More recent studies show a clear correlation between asbestos exposure and
cancer of the gastrointestinal tract and possibly cancer of the linings of the
chest and abdominal cavities. The tic Lecamz cvident slowly,- because of 2
lapsc of 20 to 30 ycars betwesn the beginning of exposure and cancer

developiment.

The old industrial hygiene stundard for usbestes is no longer considered
adequate, and more stringent standards are now recemmended. Safety and
health of workers expated to ashestos dust can bz protected by (1) switch-
ing to less hazzrdous materials, (2) ventilatiag to remove dust from the work-
ers’ breathing zone, {3} working only with wet ashesies, and (<) using per-
senal protective cqu}r-rm.nt, which often proves inadeguate unless use is
stringently enterced, { Astiestos, fluorides, lcad and 101)\.)cl|c organic mnatter
arc under siudy by Nahonal Research Council for EFA’s use in dew: x_lopmg air
quality criteria. Tar- et dute: late this )c'\r)

In addition, exposed workers should rcccive routine medical surveillance.
For those exposed to asbestos dust in the past or who may coatinue to be
exposed, best health protection advice is: avoid cigaretics. .

Although evidence of cffects from community cxposure has been exag-
gerated, environmental impact must always be considered.

Increasing public concern about effeats of asbestos dust requires industry to
be rcady to cope with another eaviranmental “crisis.” Best way to avoid the
problem is by c.are(ully controlling disposal of asbestos-containing dusts and
wastcs.
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‘Potentlal hazards from chemical of-
fluents discharged from stacks dur~
ing emergencies are under investi-
gation by University of Kansas pro-
fessor under $3,000 research grant
from his lastitution. Dr. Harold F.

- Rosson f{cld PILOT his computer

study of theoretical emergency situ-
ations could predict likely effects of
concentraticd chemical efiluen! down-
wind from plant stack.

Dr. Rosson hdpes to develop spe-
cltic models for conczentrations of
various chemicals, including effect
of ceincident chemical reacticn.
Similar study in aquatic environ-
ment is cnder consideration. Modal’s
usefulnses, Dr, Roscon pointed oul,
will bz in deatesumining casign and
locafion of chemical plants.

SOME FIGURES ON COAL

National Coal Ascocialion reports
$45 miillion cxpenditure in last four
years to install and cperale pollu-
tion control facililies rela ting o
acid mine drainage. [iSA corpanies
have snanl anothar 2 witiion on
rasearch rrd dovelonmet retaled to
acid mino drainage.

Ascociztien glso reporis more than
64,090 z2cres of coal shiip minec re-
claimed acrozs couniry In same
period.

AREAWIDE POLLUTION CONTROL
PLAN IN TiEXAS
BACKED BY EPA

EPA's \V/ater CQuality Ofiice has
awardad Texas Water Guality Beard
$220,009 crant to dovelop compre-
hensive water pollition r'omral plan
for Galveston Bay. Guif Coast Waste
Disposal Authiorily is i 1;-le~xt.nhrg
agancy {or three-year projoct, WQO
says some 30 percent of municipal
and Industrial wasiewaier ia Texzs
is concentrated in Harris, Chambers
and Gelvestun Counties, area cove
ered under grant. Frincipal cities
fnvolved =ase Houslon, Galveston,
Tcxas City znd Baylown, f

dusigned fo ceek bacine
wide solulinns o walcr resources
and pollikicn problems, and to cn-
courage lndu.,h’y. mumnicipalities and
cizs fo woil: teaether ana
WER{aLRL Gf Uit mUNcEs -
sstrial \',af('- freawment facili-
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